February  20,  1904 


THE  OHEMI&T  AND  DRUGGIST 


295 


A  Weekly  Journal  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Drug=trade. 

ESTABLISHED  1859. 

Head  Office:  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Telegraphic  Address:   "Chemicus  London. 
Telephone  No.  :   852  Bank. 


SUBSCRIPTION  RATES. 
Ten  shillings  a  year  in  advance,  post  free  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  including  a  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  next  published.  Single  copy,  4<Z. ;  Summer  or  Winter 
Number,  Is. ;  Diary,  3s.  61Z.  Postal  orders  and  cheques  to  be 
crossed  "  Martin's  Bank  (Limited)." 


AS  AN  OFFICIAL  ORGAN 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  supplied  by  subscription  to  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  NINETEEN  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETIES  in  the  British  Empire,  including  Ireland,  Australia 
New  Zealand,  South  Africa,  and  the  West  Indies. 


Branch  Offices : 
Australia. 


Adelaide,    Melbourne,    and  Sydney,, 


CONTENTS:  Vol.  LXIV.  No.  8  (Series  No.  1,256). 


PAGE 

Anniversary  Dinner   328 

Association  Ballad    318 

Bankruptcy  Report    309 

Birth    301 

Business  Changes   305 

Canadian  Notes   310 

Chemical  Society   318 

Coming  Events  ...See  Col.  Sup. 

Corner  for  Students   296 

Correspondence   321 

Deaths   301 

Editorial  Comments : — 

Shop-legislation    312 

Poisons  in  India    313 

Notes    313 

English  News   296 

Festivities    306 

French  News   300 

Indian  Poisons  Bill   301 

Irish  News   299 

Kaleidoscope   310 

Legal  Reports    307 

Neglect  of  Applied  Science  305 
New  Companies  and  Com- 
pany News   306 


PAGE 

Observations  and  Reflec- 
tions  311 

Personalities   305 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  : 
North  British  Branch  ...  302 
Royal  College  of  Science...  327 
Royal  Photographic  Society  318 

Scientific  Progress    310 

Scotch  News   299 

South  African  News   330 

Stamped-medicine  Notes...  329 
Tincture  of  Benzoin  Solids  327 
Trade  marks  Applied  for...  314 

Trade  Notes    309 

Trade  Report   323 

Westminster  Wisdom    319 

Wills   327 

Winter  Session  of  Chemists' 
Associations : 

Leeds,  Bradford    315 

Brighton,  North  Staffs...  316 
Lincoln,  Harrogate,  Edin- 
burgh Assistants    317 


OPENING  A  PHARMACY. 

Now  ready,  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  this  popular  book  con- 
taining much  new  matter,  such  as  bookkeeping  for  chemists, 
advertising,  leases,  pharmacy  laws,  and  other  subjects  which 
those  commencing  business  on  their  own  account  want  to  know. 
The  opening  orders  are  fully  detailed.  Price  2s  ,  by  post  2s.  id. 
Published  at  the  offices  of  the  C.  &  D.,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


TWENTY-ONE  MILLION  POUNDS. 

That  is  the  sum  represented  by  the  exports  during  1903  of  British 
manufactured  goods  in  the  departments  of  trade  covered  by  the 
colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  exports  of  medicinal  preparations  alone  represent  a  daily 
turnover  of  4,000Z. 

This  export-business  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Merchant 
Shippers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  execute  the  indents. 

Manufacturers  and  merchants  who  supply  the  goods  will  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  placing  announcements  respecting  them 
before  the  shippers,  and  they  will  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
in  the  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  be  published  on  March  12,  1904.  The  Publisher  is  now  making 
arrangments  for  the  issue,  and  those  who  wish  to  secure  space  in 
it  should  address  him  without  delay. 


Summary 


A  Bill  to  amend  the  Alkali  Acts  is  to  be  introduced  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  We  are  able  to  print 
the  text  of  the  measure,  which  will  have  important  influenco  on 
chemical  and  other  manufactures  not  hitherto  touched  (p.  319). 

Some^Points  frcm  submitted  labels  will  be  found  on  p.  329. 

V  Several  Gentlemen  connected  with  pharmacy  were  this  week 
elected  Fellows  of  the  Chtmical  Society  (p.  317). 

The  Wills  of  the  late  William  Ash,  John  Barclay,  B.Sc, 
G.  F.  Smith,  and  Nathaniel  Smith  are  briefly  mentioned  on 
p.  327. 

Several  Bills  of  interest  to  our  subscribers  have  been  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  this  week,  but  there  is  yet  no  sign  of  tho 
Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  319). 

The  Proposal  to  put  a  clause  in  the  Medical  Acts  Amendment 
Bill  to  make  dispensing  by  medical  man  illegal  his  bean  iguomi- 
niously  defeated  (p.  313). 

Dispensing  Notes  by  Mr.  Martin  Meldrum  and  by  Miss 
Agnes  T.  Borrowman  were  features  of  the  Pharmaceutical  meeting 
in  Edinburgh  this  week  (p.  303). 

A  Poisons  Act  for  India  is  now  on  the  Statute-book.  We  give 
the  text  of  the  measure  on  p.  301,  and  comment  upon  it  in  a  , 
note  on  p.  313.    The  importation  and  sale  of  arsenic  are  chiefly 
dealt  with. 

The  Inquiry  regarding  the  fatal  poisoning  of  four  patients  in 
the  Portsmouth  Borough  Asylum  is  still  proceeding.  The  reve- 
lations regarding  the  way  medicines  have  been  dispsnsed  in  the 
institution  are  startling  (p.  298). 

The  Packer  employed  by  Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Co. 
(Limited)  who  applied  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
for  injuries  to  his  eye,  has  secured  tha  arbitrator's  award,  but  a 
case  was  stated  for  appeal  (p.  309). 

Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  of  Dundee,  are  trying  to  make 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  disgorge  10s.  paid  as  a  fine  for  a 
known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  sold  before  the  Glyn- 
Jones  decision.  The  correspondence  is  interesting,  and  is  printed 
on  p.  329. 

The  Thirtieth  Anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  West- 
minster College  of  Pharmacy  was  celebrated  by  a  festival  in  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday  evening,  when  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills 
indulged  in  some  pleasant  reminiscence.  A  photograph  tiken  on 
the  occasion  is  reproduced  on  p.  328. 

South  American  Oil  of  Orange  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  by 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and  C.  T.  Bennett,  FF.C.S.,  communi- 
cated to  the  North  British  Branch  this  week.  They  give  the 
characters  of  the  oil  very  fully,  and  say  it  is  excellent  for  soap 
and  perfumery.    The  paper  was  well  discussed  (p.  302). 

Compound  Tincture  of  Benzoin  is  a  topical  subject  at 
present.  Mr.  E.  Dowzard,  writing  on  p.  327  about  the  estimation 
of  total  solids,  shows  how  the  addition  of  a  known  quantity  of 
magnesium  oxide  to  the  evaporate  ensures  non-volatilisation  of 
aromatic  acids.  Mr.  T.  F.  Harvey  demonstrates  in  a  letter  on  p  321 
that  the  theoretical  amount  of  extractives  in  the  tincture  cannot 
be  got. 

Shop-legislation  has  begun  in  the  House  of  Commons  with 
Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Bill,  now  awaiting  second  reading.  Its  object 
is  in  the  first  part  to  give  power  to  local  authorities  to  fix  the 
hours  for  closing  shops,  and  in  the  second  part  to  fix  the 
hours  of  labour  of  persons  employed  in  shops  and  to  apply  to 
shops  conditions  similar  to  factories.  Chemists  are  virtually 
exempt  from  the  first  part  of  the  measure,  but  not  from  the 
second  (p.  321). 


Have  You  Ordered  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " '?  If  not, 
do  so  without  delay.  Vol.  II.  is  to  be  an  indispensable  book, 
giving  complete  and  sound  information  about  medicine-stamp  law, 
and  recipes  for  hundreds  of  saleable  specialities.  The  outstanding 
peculiarity  of  the  book  is  that  the  formulas  are  tho  actual 
working  recipes  for  popular  prepare Aons  -i.e.,  "known,  admitted, 
and  approved "  by  chemists  and  their  customers,  as  well  as  by 
the  law.  The  volume  does  not  embody  the  contents  of  the  first 
volume  (now  in  the  fifth  edition),  but  is  distinct  from  it  and  a 
companion  to  it.  The  price  of  the  new  volume  is  10s.  net,  or  post 
free  10s.  6<7.  from  the  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  It  can  also  be  obtained  through 
the  leading  wholesale  and  sundries  houses  at  the  published  price. 
You  should  include  a  copy  in  your  next  order.  Please  write 
" '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  Vol.  II." 
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Corner  for  Stuoenta. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  AH  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Ail  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  for  Junior  Students. 
A  MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 

subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases 
occurring  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  con- 
stituents are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that 
the  substances  detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the 
mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  February  23, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
March  5.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
present  in  traces  only  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Special  Note. — The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the 
fourth  exercise  in  our  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
in  this  series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  appren- 
tices or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  their  reports. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items'of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Late  on  February  12  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Mr. 
J.  Furnival,  chemist,  Church  Street,  Ebbw  Vale.  Consider- 
able damage  was  done. 

At  the  Newport  (Isle  of  Wight)  Borough  Bench  on  Feb- 
ruary 15,  an  appeal  by  the  Timothy  White  Company,  of 
Portsmouth  and  elsewhere,  against  the  assessment  of  their 
premises  at  113  High  Street,  Newport,  was  dismissed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
February  16,  it  was  agreed  to  increase  the  salary  of  Mr.  R. 
Griaiwoud,  the  chief  assistant  in  the  chemical  department, 
and  who  acts  as  chemist's  deputy,  from  500/.  to  600/.  a  year, 
by  two  annual  instalments  of  50/. 

Mr.  J.  West  Knights,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  re- 
appointed district  agricultural  analyst  to  the  Cambridge 
County  Council  at  a  retaining  fee  of  51.  5s.  a  year.  Some 
years  ago  Mr.  Knights  was  appointed  at  a  retaining- fee  of 
10/.  10,<.,  but  not  a  single  sample  has  ever  been  submitted 
for  analysis. 

After  ten  years'  patient  working,  the  boring  operations  for 
salt  at  the  Point  of  Ayr  have  been  rewarded  with  success, 
and  a  permanent  industry  is  being  built  up  at  Ramsey  by 
the  Manx  Salt  Company,  who  have  spent  1,000/.  on  the 
establishment  of  the  works.  Excellent  salt  is  being  manu- 
factured for  expirt. 


The  Postmaster-General  has  written  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Newdi- 
gate,  M.P.  for  North-east  Warwickshire,  in  reply  to  a  com- 
munication giving  objections  to  the  cash  on  delivery  pro- 
posals, that  he  has  not  come  to  any  definite  decision  on  the 
matter,  nor  would  he  sanction  such  a  system  unless  he  was 
persuaded  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  community 
at  large,  and  would  meet  a  definite  want. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  February  11,  Joseph 
Mills  (18)  was  remanded  on  a-charge  of  embezzling  21.  5s.  lOd  , 
the  money  of  Jas.  Herbert  Crispe,  wholesale  druggist.  The 
lad  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  prosecutor  for  five  years. 
It  was  his  duty  to  deliver  goods  to  customers,  and  in  some 
cases  to  collect  money.  He  absconded,  and  it  was  then  dis- 
covered that  certain  sums  of  money  he  had  collected  had  not 
been  paid  over  to  the  prosecutor. 

In  reply  to  a  query,  the  Local  Government  Board  inform 
local  authorities  that,  with  reference  to  the  testing  of  samples 
of  milk  by  a  lactometer  merely,  they  are  advised  that  the 
purity  of  milk  cannot  be  satisfactorily  determined  without 
chemical  analysis  demanding  considerable  skill,  and  that 
even  in  cases  of  gross  adulteration,  where  the  presence  of 
added  water  in  considerable  quantity  may  probably  be 
detected  by  the  lactometer,  the  results  obtained  are  not 
sufficiently  accurate  to  form  the  basis  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings. 

A  mysterious  poisoning  affair  is  exciting  considerable 
interest  in  Sheffield.  Four  persons  were  found  unconscious 
in  the  kitchen  of  a  small  house.  One  man  died,  and  the 
three  others  were  removed  to  the  infirmary.  Several 
neighbours  who  went  in  to  assist  the  ailing  persons  had 
attacks  of  dizziness  and  vomiting.  The  doctors  are  puzzled 
as  to  the  cause,  as  no  trace  of  either  gas,  ptomaines,  or  any- 
thing else  poisonous  can  be  discovered.  At  the  inquest  on 
the  man  who  died,  Dr.  Godfrey  Carter,  who  had  made  a 
postmortem,  attributed  death  to  poisoning  by  carbon  mon- 
oxide. 

Analysts'  Reports. 
The  public  analyst  for  Leicestershire  reports  that  last  year 
thirty-three  samples  of  castor  oil  and  thirty-two  samples  of 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  were  taken  for  analysis,  but  all  were 
found  to  be  up  to  the  B.P.  standard  of  purity  and  strength. 

Last  quarter  six  varieties  of  drugs  were  obtained  in 
Staffordshire  for  analysis  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  and  of  these  only  two— both  camphorated  oil — were 
condemned.  One  sample  was  14  per  cent,  and  the  other 
22  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor. 

A  Stolen  Post. 
Messrs.  Yardley  &  Co.  (Limited),  soap-manufacturers, 
Stratford,  had  the  misfortune  to  have  their  entire  post  stolen 
on  the  morning  of  February  16.  The  company  have  but 
recently  removed  to  their  new  works  in  Carpenter's  Road, 
Stratford,  and  as  this  awkward  contretemps  may  place  them 
at  some  disadvantage,  they  will  be  obliged  if  customers  who 
addressed  letters  or  communications  of  any  sort  to  them  on 
February  15  will  kindly  send  duplicates. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  late  Mr.  Powell  Williams  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Messrs.  Hill,  Evans  &  Co.,  vinegar  manufacturers,  Worcester. 

The  doctors'  strike  at  Oldbury  is  at  an  end.  It  arose  some 
weeks  ago  between  them  and  the  Alkali-works  Provident 
Society  respecting  fees  for  medical  attendance  upon  the 
workmen  and  their  families.  Amongst  other  concessions  in 
future  males  over  sixteen  years  and  females  over  eighteen 
years  earning  wages  will  not  be  included  in  families  entitled 
to  medical  treatment. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  February  16,  Messrs.  Hedges  &  Son, 
Birmingham,  entertained  their  assistants  to  dinner  at  the 
Metropole  Cafe,  Mr.  W.  R.  Hedges,  sen.,  presiding.  After 
dinner  an  excellent  programme  oE  vocal  and  instrumental 
items  was  gone  through,  Messrs.  Shakespear,  Allen,  Trow, 
F.  Powell,  Moseley,  Tolmie,  G.  Powell,  My  ring,  Sholl,  Bates, 
and  Dixon  contributing. 

On  Wednesdiy  the  contents  and  fixtures  of  the  chemis  t's 
shop  of  Mr.  Thomas,  97  Saltley  Road,  were  offered  for  sale 
by  auction,  no  reserve  being  put  upon  the  effects.  Mr. 
Thomas  is  giving  up  business.    Another  auction  was  held  on 
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the  same  day  of  the  drysaltery  and  chemical  business  at 
1  and  2  Horse  Fair,  and  all  the  lots  were  sold  without  reserve 
under  a  deed  of  assignment. 

Guardians  and.  Drugs. 

The  Isle  of  Thanet  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  to 
obtain  prices  of  drugs  from  several  London  firms,  in  additii  n 
to  inviting  the  local  chemists  to  tender. 

At  a  meetirg  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Joint  Hospital  Board 
at  Margate  on  February  10,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
chemist  who  supplied  bovril  charged  38s.  per  dozen,  whereas 
it  could  bs  obtained  from  any  wholesale  grocer  at  32s.  6d 
per  dozen.  It  was  suggested  that  drugs,  as  well  as  other 
articles,  should  hi  tendered  for  instead  of  being  bought  at 
reti.il  prices.  There  was  considerable  opposition  to  drugs 
being  supplied  by  tender,  and  in  the  end  the  suggestion  was 
not  adopted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Rotherham  Board  of  Guardians  on 
February  15,  the  cost  of  drugs  in  the  workhouse  was 
summarised  in  a  special  report.  It  appeared  that  for  the 
five  years  1894-98.  when  the  average  daily  number  of  patients 
in  the  workhouse  infirmary  was  135,  the  average  total  cost 
of  drugs  was  132/.  10s  2<l.  For  the  years  1899  1903,  with 
150  patients,  the  cost  had  gone  up  to  274/.  12s.  9d.  per  year. 
For  1903  the  total  was  386/.  16s.  Id.  The  Workhouse 
Master  mentioned  that  in  the  first  five  years  they  had  no 
trained  nurses  in  the  house.  He  thought  the  explanation 
of  the  increase  would  be  found  to  be  entirely  due  to  the 
difference  in  the  treatment  of  the  patients.  Such  things  as 
special  foods  now  came  under  drugs.  He  suggested  that 
the  medical  officer  should  be  asked  for  information.  It  was 
decided  that  the  interview  should  take  place  before  the 
whole  Board. 

At  a  meeting  of  Stowmarket  Board  of  Guardians  on 
Feb  uary  11  considerable  discussion  took  place  upon  a 
circular  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  recom- 
mending that  in  the  interests  of  pauper  patients  the 
Guardians  j-hould  supply  their  medical  officers  with  ex- 
pensive medicines  in  order  to  insure  that  the  poor  should 
not  in  any  way  be  under  a  disadvantage  during  medical 
treatment.  In  compliance  with  a  request  that  the  subject 
should  be  put  before  the  Guardians,  the  matter  was  con- 
sidered a  shoit  time  since,  when  it  was  decided  to  comply 
with  the  recommendation.  A  committee  was  appointed,  of 
which  Mr.  G.  J.  Gostling,  chemist  and  druggist  (the  Vice- 
Cbairman  of  the  Board),  was  appointed  Chairman,  to 
consider  the  best  way  in  which  such  medicines  could  be 
supplied.  After  consulting  the  different  medical  officers  of 
the  Union,  and  requesting  that  they  should  send  in  a  list  of 
such  drugs  as  they  thought  would  be  beneficial  in  the 
treatment  of  their  pauper  patients,  a  number  of  the  leading 
and  expensive  drugs  used  was  selected  by  the  committee 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  the  list  which  had  been 
accepted  by  the  committee  was  passed  to  Mr.  Gostlirjg, 
who  made  some  comments  upon  the  list,  and  it  was  thought 
that  it  should  be  sent  to  the  respective  medical  officers  for 
their  approval.  Mr.  E.  Terry  inquired  what  would  be  the 
probable  cost  of  the  medicines,  and  Mr.  Gostling  replied  that 
the  quarter's  supply,  excluding  cod-liver  oil  and  serums,  would 
be  about  3/.  Is.  as  the  initial  cost  to  each  officer.  He  pointed 
out  that  such  drugs  could  not  be  simultaneously  exhausted 
quarter  by  quarter,  but  as  the  stock  of  each  medical  man 
became  deplet-d  it  should  be  renewed  on  the  printed  requi- 
sition to  the  chemist  who  was  appointed  the  contractor  to  the 
Guardians.  The  matter  was  adjourned  in  order  that  the 
Board  might  see  what  line  other  Boards  of  Guardians  were 
adopting  in  reference  to  the  circular  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

The  Dispenser's  Defence. 

The  breach  between  the  Cardiff  Guardians  and  Mr. 
W.  B.  Taylor,  their  dispenser  (see  C  D  ,  February  13, 
page  259),  was  further  developed  at  the  mesting  of  the 
Board  on  February  13  A  communication  was  read  from 
the  Local  Govemmcni  Board,  asking  for  the  observations  of  I 
the  Guardians  on  a  letter  they  had  received  from  Mr.  Tavlor. 
Commencing  wi'h  the  statement  that  he  had  been  condemned 
for  giving  Condy's  fluid,  or,  as  Dr.  Evans  described  it- 
permanganate  of  potash,  for  ferri  et  ammon.  citras,  Mr. 
Taylor  said  such  a  mistake  was  impossible  at  his  dispen- 
sary, as  permanganate  of  potash  was  stoikc d  in  crystals  in 


the  washing-room,  whereas  ammonio-citrate   of  iron  had 
always  been  dispensed  from  a  concentrated  solution.  He 
also  pointed  out  that  the  bottle  in  question   bore  the 
inscription  of  his  locum-teaens,  Mr.  J.  Munday,  when  he  was 
on  sick-leave.    He  lurther  stated  that,  although  he  had  to 
dispense  the  whole  of  the  drugs  for  outdoor- patients  in  the 
Car.iiff  LTnion,  the  only  assistant  he  had  was  an  old  man 
from  the  workhouse,  who  had  to  clean  the  offices  of  the 
Superintendent  Registrar,  which  occupied  the  main  portion  of 
hi>  time.    He  added  that  since  the  last  public  inquiry  his 
official  life  had  been  almost  unbearable.    There  were  no 
doctors  or  chemists  on  the  Dispensary  Committee,  and  con- 
sequently nobody  capable  of  adjudicating  on  his  work.  He 
appealed  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  therefore,  not  to 
allow  him  to  be  condemned  after  twenty  years'  service.  The 
Dispensary  Committee,  reporting  upon  this  letter,  said  Mr. 
Munday,  the  stocktaker,  informed  them  that  the  stock- 
bottles  were  kept  in  the  same  cupboard  as  the  solution,  and 
he  had  found  Mr.  Taylor  dispensing  from  them  when  he  had 
no  solution.    The  committee  admitted  that  Mr  Munday 
dispensed  the  original  prescription  and  labelled  the  bottle, 
but  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Taylor  dispensed  repeat  mixtures 
seven  times,  and  he  was  to  blame  for  not  affixing  a  fresh 
label,  as  the  original  one  was  almost  illegible.    As  to  the 
assistant,  Mr.  Munday  said  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  at  the  dispensary.    The  committee  also  said  that  if 
Mr.  Taylor's  official  life  had  been  unbearable,  it  was  through 
circumstances  with  which  the  Guardians  had  nothing  to  do. 
This  report  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Local  Government  B  >ard.    The  Guardians  then  considered 
a  second  report  of  the  Dispensary  Committee,  making  a 
further  charge  of  negligence  against  Mr.  Taylor.    This  was 
brought  to  their  notice  by  Dr.  Milward,  who  stated  that  a 
patient  named  Jane  Logan  complained  that  she  had  been 
supplied  with  medicine  without  a  label,  and  that  different 
medicines  had  been  dispensed  for  her  from  the  same  pre- 
scription,  and  she  had  been  ill  in  consequence.  The 
committee  were  unable  to  come  to  any  conclusion  on  the 
evidence,  but  recommended  that  a  copy  of  the  report  be  sent 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  order  that  they  might 
determine  whether  their  inspector  should  inquire  into  the 
matter.    This  report  was  also  adopted. 

Chemists'  Licences. 

The  application  at  Rotherham  by  Messrs.  Coverdale 
(Limited),  chemists,  129  Feraam  Road,  Masborough,  for 
an  off  wine-licence  was  refused. 

The  Gateshead  Licensing  Bench  on  February  10  refused 
the  application  of  Mr.  Robert  Glencl inning,  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  ao.  off  wine-licence  for  his  premises  at  76  and 
78  Saltwell  Road,  Gateshead. 

At.  Wigan  oa  February  11  Mr.  E  lward  Stmley  Larminie, 
of  789  Ormskirk  Road,  Pemberton  (who  "  trades  as  a  chemist 
and  hopes  to  be  fully  qualified  next  year"),  was  re' used  an 
off  wine-licence,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Wolstenholme 
supported  the  request,  saying  that  it  would  be  a  convenience, 
as  he  had  occasion  sometimes  to  prescribe  port  wine  as 
a  medicine. 

At  Manchester  Brewster  Sessions  on  February  11,  Mr. 
Leonard  Edward  Beedle,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Stretford 
Road,  Old  Trafford,  applied  for  an  off  wine-licence.  He 
explained  that  it  was  his  intention  to  sell  medicated  wines 
for  the  convenience  of  doctors  who  had  asked  him  to  make 
the  application.  Mr.  Yates,  K.C.,  Stipendiary,  expressed 
willingness  to  assist  doctors,  but  lie  pointed  out  that  the 
Bench  had  no  power  to  res'rict  the  licence  to  the  sale  of 
medicated  wines.  There  were  licences  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  application  was  refuse!. 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned  last  week,  licences  have 
been  granted  to  the  following  :  4f 

Timothy  White  Company,  Harbour  Street,  Ramsgate ; 
wiDes  (off). 

Mr.  Frederick  Kaye  Taylor,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
3  Oak  Lane,  Bradford  ;  wines  (off). 

Mr.  John  Henry  Hoseason,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
2  Kirkley  Street,  Salford  ;  spirits  for  scientific  purposes  only. 

Mr.  William   Thomas   Rob?ou,   manager  of  the  drug- 
department  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Cc-opsrative  Society 
wines  (off). 
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The  Gas-bill. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  February  11,  W.  W.  Page, 
managing  director  of  Powell  &  Barstow  (Limited),  surgical- 
instrument  makers,  of  Nelson  Place,  Borough  High  Street, 
was  summoned  by  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Company  for 
non-payment  of  14i.  9.?.  lOd.  for  gas  supplied  at  58  Black- 
friars  Eoad.  The  defendant  disputed  his  liability  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  only  a  servant  of  the  company.  They 
were  in  difficulties,  the  debenture-holders  having  taken  pos- 
session. Mr.  Underwood  (for  the  gas  company)  produced  a 
contract  signed  by  the  defendant,  and  said  his  company 
regarded  it  as  a  personal  undertaking.  They  were  ac- 
customed to  make  contracts  with  the  secretary  or  "  moving 
spirit "  of  a  company,  and  had  never  before  had  a  case  of 
repudiation.  Mr.  Paul  Taylor  (magistrate)  held  that  the 
defendant  was  responsible,  although  he  signed  "  for  Messrs. 
Powell  &  Barstow  (Limited),"  and  ordered  him  to  pay  the 
bill  and  costs.  The  defendant  said  he  had  no  goods,  and 
wished  to  know  how  he  could  appeal.  The  Magistrate  said 
his  only  course  was  to  apply  to  the  High  Court  for  a  writ  of 
prohibioion.  The  Magistrate  subsequently  reconsidered  his 
•decision,  revoked  his  order,  and  said  that  he  would  rehear 
•  the  case  in  a  week. 

The  Nice  Cough-mixture. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Birmingham  on  February  12  on 
•the  body  of  Thomas  McDowall,  a  compositor.  Deceased  had 
been  ill  for  about  twelve  months.  He  had  during  the 
last  week  been  taking  medicine  for  a  cough  which  was 
very  troublesome,  the  instructions  from  Dr.  Burton  being 
"that  one  teaspoonful  was  to  be  taken  at  a  time.  On 
February  8  his  wife  gave  him  the  first  dose,  and  it  relieved 
-the  cough  immediately.  Half  an  hour  later  he  asked  for 
another  dose,  remarking  that  he  liked  the  medicine.  Two 
hours  after  his  wife  gave  him  a  ihird  dose,  and  later  he  took 
one  himself.  He  had  more  of  the  medicine  next  day,  but  in 
the  evening  he  became  very  ill,  and  died  on  February  10. 
His  wife  stated  that,  so  far  as  she  knew,  the  deceased  had 
only  four  teaspoonfuls  of  the  medicine,  but  the  Coroner 
pointed  out  that  at  least  twelve  had  gone  from  the  bottle. 
Dr.  Burton  stated  that  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  mixture 
was  acetate  of  morphine,  of  which  drug  there  were  1\  drops 
to  each  drachm,  and  a  drachm  was  about  a  teaspoonful.  On 
Tuesday,  when  he  called  to  see  the  deceased,  witness  was 
-horrified  to  see  that  about  2§  oz.  of  the  mixture,  representing 
twenty  doses,  had  disappeared.  Deceased's  explanation  was 
that  the  medicine  was  very  nice,  and  he  drank  it  out  of  the 
bottle  in  the  dark.  When  he  found  that  the  deceased  was 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  morphine  poisoning,  witness 
injected  sulphate  of  atropine  and  strychnine,  and  ordered  a 
-cup  of  strong  tea  to  be  given.  He,  however,  died  early  next 
morning,  death  being  due  to  an  overdose  of  narcotic  poison. 
Verdict  accordingly. 

Medical  Dispensing. 

The  adjourned  inquiry  into  the  deaths  of  four  female 
patients  in  the  Portsmouth  Borough  Asylum  (see  C.  %  D., 
February  13,  page  260)  was  resumed  at  Portsmouth  on 
February  15.  The  lady  doctor,  Miss  Watson,  was  recalled, 
and  in  reply  to  the  Coroner  (Mr.  T.  A.  Bramsdon,  J.P.)  said 
that  on  Wednesday,  February  3,  she  filled  four  phia  s  with 
a  mixture  of  chloral  and  potassium  bromide  from  the  dis- 
pensing-bottle produced,  and  caused  it  to  be  administered 
to  the  four  women  who  had  died.  Since  then  she  had  put 
nothing  whatever  into  the  dispensing-bottle  and  she  did  not 
know  that  anyone  else  had.  She  was  quite  sure  she  did  not 
fill  the  phials  from  a  bottle  containing  pure  chloral.  She 
was  twenty-two  and  a-half  years  old  and  had  been  registered 
as  a  medical  practitioner  for  eighteen  months.  The  head 
attendant,  Frank  Charles  Adlam,  also  repeated  his  denial  of 
putting  anything  into  or  taking  anything  out  of  the  chloral- 
bromide  dispensing- bottle  between  Monday,  February  3,  and 
Wednesday,  February  5,  or  since.  A  nurse  having  given 
evidence  of  administering  the  draught,  obtained  from  Dr. 
Watson,  to  one  of  the  deceased  women,  Dr.  F.  L.  Henderson, 
another  of  the  medical  officers  at  the  asylum,  deposed  to 
having  occasionally  prescribed  sleeping-draughts  when 
necessary,  but  he  generally  ordered  sulphonal.  He  gave 
chloral  occasionally  in  cases  of  epilepsy,  and  sometimes  in 
other  cases  as  well.    The  dispensing-book  produced  was 


kept  in  the  surgery,  but  unfortunately  he  only  made  entries 
in  it  during  the  first  three  weeks  he  was  at  the  asylum. 
Witness  had  made  no  entries  in  the  book  this  month 
previous  to  this  occurrence,  and  from  February  1  to  Febru- 
ary 5  the  entries  were  all  in  Dr.  Watson's  handwriting. 
Witness  had  prescribed  between  those  days,  however,  and 
had  ordered  chloral  on  the  Tuesday  evening.  On  that  occa- 
sion he  went  into  the  dispensary  with  Mr.  Adlam,  and 
remarked  to  the  latter,  "  I  want  a  draught  of  chloral  and 
potassium  bromide."  Witness  looked  at  the  dispensing- 
bottle  and  found  that  it  was  quite  empty,  so  he  said  to 
Adlam,  "  Where  is  the  stock-bottle  kept  ?  "  They  went  into 
the  inner  room,  and  Adlam  pointed  out  the  stock-bottle. 
Witness  made  up  one  draught  from  this  bottle,  taking  1  oz. 
of  the  fluid.  He  did  not  use  a  measure-glass,  and  believed 
he  filled  half  of  one  of  the  2  oz.  bottles  produced. 
Adlam  said,  "  Remember,  doctor,  that  is  double  strength." 
After  he  had  half-filled  the  bottle  with  the  fluid,  he  went  to 
the  tap  and  filled  the  bottle  with  water.  Witness  did  not 
at  that  time  or  any  time  afterwards  put  anything  into  the 
dispensing-bottle.  Adlam  put  nothing  into  that  bottle  in 
witness's  presence.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  had  done 
so  since.  Witness  went  to  the  surgery  on  Wednesday 
morning  and  saw  Dr.  Wa'son  there  dispensing.  She  was 
using  a  large  stock-bottle,  and  was  filling  a  dispensing-bottle 
about  the  size  of  the  one  produced  from  the  stock-bottle.  He 
could  not  say  exactly  what  bottles  Dr.  Watson  was  using, 
because  he  did  not  take  much  notice.  He  swore  positively 
that  neither  on  the  Tuesday  nor  the  Wednesday  did  he  fill  the 
dispensing-bottle  or  tamper  with  it  in  any  way.  In  answer 
to  further  questions  he  stated  (after  considerable  pressure 
from  the  Coroner)  that  neither  he  nor  Miss  Watson  got  on 
very  well  with  Dr.  Merry,  the  acting  superintendent.  He 
admitted  (under  protest)  that  there  was  feeling  shown  by 
Dr.  Merry  against  Miss  Watson  because  she  was  a  lady 
doctor.  Adlam,  again  recalled,  spoke  to  a  conversation  he 
had  had  with  Miss  Watson  about  the  refilling  of  the  dis- 
pensing-bottle, on  the  morning  after  the  occurrence.  Dr. 
Watson,  in  discussing  the  affair,  said  she  had  filled  the  chloral- 
bromide  bottle  and  that  Dr.  Henderson  offered  to  help  her, 
but  she  afterwards  corrected  this  and  said  she  was  mistaken, 
it  was  the  bromide-bottle  and  not  the  chloral-bromide  bottle 
that  she  had  filled.  The  two  were  precisely  similar  bottles, 
but  stood  at  opposite  sides  of  the  surgery.  He  had  noticed 
there  was  never  much  conversation  between  Dr.  Watson  and 
Dr.  Merry,  but  there  was  no  bad  feeling  between  Dr.  Watson 
and  Dr.  Henderson.  Dr.  Watson,  also  recalled,  said  that  on 
the  occasion  when  Dr.  Henderson  offered  to  help  her  she 
was  prescribing  bromide  of  potassium  for  an  epileptic.  She 
was  filling  the  bromide  dispensing-bottle  from  the  stock- 
bottle.    The  inquiry  was  again  adjourned. 

Legal  Aspects  of  Poisoning. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Waldo,  Coroner  of  the  City  of  Loudon,  has  con- 
cluded, at  Lincoln's  Inn,  a  series  of  six  lectures  on  the  medico- 
legal aspects  of  poisoning.  In  last  week's  one  he  discussed 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1863,  and  pointed  out  vaiious  ways  in 
which  its  scope  of  usefulness  might  be  enlarged,  agreeing 
with  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott  in  recommending  the  addition  of 
the  strong  mineral  acids,  ammonia,  and  certain  other  poisons 
to  the  schedule. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

The  nine  deaths  that  have  occurred  from  poisoning  during 
the  past  week  are  all  attributed  to  deliberate  suicide  Three 
were  caused  by  oxalic  acid,  the  victims  being  a  West  Ken- 
sington cab-proprietor  named  Henry  Fellows,  a  Leeds  woman 
named  Clara  Stephenson,  and  Agnes  Gertrude  Taylor,  a 
draper's  assistant,  at  Islington.  Neville  Thomson  (24),  a 
stock-jobber's  clerk,  committed  suicide  at  the  Charing  Cross 
Hotel  with  morphine ;  a  West  Hartlepool  labourer,  Michael 
King,  died  from  drinking  carbolic  acid ;  Sarah  Ann  Cox,  of 
Heanor,  died  of  syncope  accelerated  by  opium  and  drink  ; 
and  at  an  inquest  held  in  Nottingham  on  February  16  on 
the  body  of  a  bricklayer  named  Charles  William  Horsley  (56), 
who  died  from  the  effects  of  laudanum-poisoning,  a  verdict  of 
suicide  during  temporary  insanity  was  returned.  The 
deceased  had  suffered  intermittently  from  nervous  debility. — 
Mr.  Harry  Lea,  who  some  years  ago  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
chemist's  business  in  Birmingham,  committed  suicide  at 
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Witton  Cemetery  on  February  16  in  circumstances  of  a 
dramatic  character.  A  grave-digger  saw  him  kneeling  on  a 
grave  which  subsequently  proved  to  be  that  of  his  wife.  He 
was  observed  to  drink  from  a  bottle  and  then  rise  to  his  feet, 
but  immediately  fell  down  upon  the  grave.  Assistance  was 
at  once  forthcoming,  but  death  seems  to  have  taken  place 
almost  instantaneously.  It  was  found  that  the  bottle  con- 
tained prussic  acid.  Mr.  Lea  has  been  staying  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Birmingham  for  some  time,  and  has  acted 
strangely. — A  verdict  of  suicide  while  of  unsound  mind  was 
returned  at  an  inquest  held  on  February  15  on  the  body  of 
the  Rev.  W.  Clifford  Aston,  curate-in-charge  at  Leckhampton, 
near  Cheltenham.  Deceased  had  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
sulphuric  acid. 


3rleb  IFlewa. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


A  Dispenser's  Salary. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Listowel  Board  of  Guardians  on 
February  11,  it  was  resolved  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
penser by  101.  per  annum,  as  he  is  not  at  present  compound- 
ing at  Newtownsandes.  A  notice  of  motion  to  rescind  the 
resolution  was,  however,  handed  in. 

Stealing  Bovril. 

In  the  Dublin  Northern  Police  Court  on  February  12, 
before  Mr.  Wall,  K  C,  two  boys,  named  William  Kirwan  (13) 
and  Thos.  Mason  (17),  were  charged  with  the  larceny  of  three 
dozen  bottles  of  bovril  from  a  van,  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Shirley,  Spence  &  Belford,  druggists.  Kirwan  was  sent  to  a 
reformatory  for  five  years,  the  other  prisoner  being 
remauded. 

The  Sheep-dip  Question. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Mayo  County  Council  the 
subject  of  making  sheep-dipping  compulsory  was  dis- 
cussed. Mr.  Daly  said  shopkeepers  are  prosecuted  for 
selling  sheep-dip,  and  he  wished  to  know  where  they  were 
now  going  to  purchase  it.  Mr.  Melvin :  According  to  the 
reports  of  the  recent  prosecutions,  only  druggists  can  supply 
it.  Mr.  Costello :  We  should  press  for  a  repeal  of  that  Act. 
The  Chairman  said  the  Act  they  were  discussing  imposed 
great  hardships  on  the  people  of  Achill,  who  had  to  come 
into  Westport  to  buy  dip  from  a  certain  trader  there,  whether 
they  liked  it  or  not.  The  matter  is  to  be  further  discussed 
at  the  next  meeting. 

Workhouse  Drugs. 

The  drug-analyst  to  the  Longford  Union  has  certified  that 
all  the  samples  furnished  him  were  up  to  the  standard  with 
the  exception  of  the  syrup,  pruni  virg.  The  contractor  is  to 
be  asked  to  send  a  fresh  supply  of  the  syrup. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  asked  the  Kilmac- 
thomas  Board  of  Guardians  why  the  medical  officer  has 
ordered  a  dozen  battles  of  toilet-vinegar  for  use  in  the 
hospital.    The  matter  was  referred  to  the  medical  officer. 

Poisoning-charges. 

The  Crown  have  dropped  the  case  against  Patrick  and 
Elizabeth  Gibbin,  of  Hollymount,  Strabane,  who  were  accused 
of  murdering  their  two  children  by  poisoning  them,  and  the 
prisoners  have  been  released  from  gaol. 

On  February  13  at  Dungarvan,  Mary  McGrath  was  com- 
mitted for  trial  on  the  charge  of  having  attempted  to  poison 
her  father  (C  %  D.,  January  30,  page  146).  The  assistant 
at  Dr.  Ronayne's  Medical  Hall,  Youghal,  said  the  accused 
had  previously  purchased  a  quantity  of  rat-poison.  Mr.  R.  J. 
Moss,  analyst,  Dublin,  reported  that  various  poisons  were 
found  in  the  articles  submitted  to  him  for  analysis. 

Faith  in  the  Analyst. 
Sir  Charles  Cameron,  drug-analyst  to  the  Cavan  Union, 
ha?  written  to  the  Local  Government  Board  stating  that  on 
January  18  four  samples  of  drugs  were  received  by  him 
from  the  Ballyhaise  Dispensary  of  the  Cavan  Union  for 


analysis  in  unlabelled  bottles.  He  could  obtain  no  answer 
to  his  letters  of  inquiry,  and  now  wanted  to  know  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he  is  to  examine  un- 
labelled dmgs.  If  he  is  required  first  to  identify  drugs,  he 
will  require  larger  quantities  than  those  usually  sent.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  forwarded  this  letter  to  the 
Cavan  Guardians,  who  referred  it  for  explanation  to  the 
medical  officer  concerned,  who  has  been  ill  for  some  time. 

Cocaine-habit. 

At  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  a  nurse,  named  Rosa  B.  Bose- 
man,  who  died  suddenly  on  February  7  at  the  London  Hotel, 
Belfast,  it  was  stated  that  the  deceased  was  in  the  habit  of 
usirjg  cocaine.  The  Coroner  asked  a  medical  witness  if  it  is 
possible  to  get  cocaine  from  a  chemist  without  a  medical 
prescription.  Dr.  O'Niell  replied  that  he  did  not  think  so. 
A  juror  said  he  knew  a  person  who  was  addicted  to  taking 
cocaine,  and  he  invariably  obtained  it  from  chemists  without 
a  prescription.  Two  bottles  were  found  in  deceased's  room 
labelled  "  Poison."  One  bottle  bore  the  name  of  Mr.  D.  W. 
Elliott,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Sha'te^bury  Street,  and  the 
other  the  name  of  Mr.  H.  R.  Rutherford,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Great  Victoria  Street.  Both  these  chemists  were 
examined,  and  stated  that  the  cocaine  had  been  obtained  by 
means  of  a  prescription.  Deceased  did  not  inject  the  drug, 
but  snuffed  a  solution  up  the  nose.  A  verdict  of  death  from 
heart-disease  was  returned. 

X-ray  Injury. 

A  case  arising  out  of  the  application  of  the  Roatgen  rays 
was  heard  last  week  in  Dublin  before  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  and 
a  special  jury.  The  action  was  brought  by  a  Galway  book- 
seller named  McCullagh,  against  the  Queen's  College, 
Galway,  Dr.  Colohan,  and  an  operator  named  Haire,  who 
applied  the  Rontgen  rays,  for  damages  for  the  negligent  and 
wrongful  application  of  the  rays  to  his  son's  knee.  The  boy, 
aged  seven  years,  stated  that  a  needle  had  entered  his  knee 
and  was  broken  off.  The  rays  were  used  first  by  direction  of 
the  late  Dr.  Quirke,  of  Galway,  and  subsequently  by  direction 
of  Dr.  Colohan,  a  doctor  in  connection  with  the  Galway 
Queen's  College  and  the  Galway  County  Hospital.  The  a;-ray 
apparatus  was  kept  at  the  Queen's  College  for  educational 
purposes,  but  Haire  (the  operator)  had  been  allowed  to  take 
radiographs,  a  fee  being  charged.  The  boy's  knee  was 
exposed  to  the  rays  six  times  in  December,  1902,  but  the 
needle  was  not  localised.  The  knee  became  ulcerated  later 
on,  but  in  April,  1903,  it  was  again,  by  Dr.  Colohan's  direction, 
radiographed  four  or  five  times.  The  needle,  however,  was 
not  detected.  The  boy  was  then  sent  to  Dublin,  and  an 
o-'-ray  expert  there,  on  seeing  the  knee,  refused  to  use  the 
rays  upon  it.  A  severe  burn,  or  dermatitis,  broke  out  on  the 
knee,  causing  considerable  suffering.  For  the  plaintiff  it 
was  stated  that  the  a;-ray  operator  placed  the  tube  within 
2  inches  or  3  inches  of  the  boy's  knee  whde  he  was  taking 
the  radiographs,  the  exposures  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty 
minutes.  For  the  defence  the  witnesses  said  that  the  bulb 
was  not  held  within  a  less  distance  than  6  inches  or  7  inches. 
It  was  also  urged  that  in  any  circumstances,  with  a 
science  in  its  infancy,  only  reasonable  skill  could  be  expected 
in  a  town  like  Galway,  and  Galway  College  repudiated  all 
responsibility.  Dr.  Colohan  also  repudiated  any  responsi- 
bility for  the  way  the  exposures  were  taken,  this  being 
exclusively  the  work  of  Haire,  who  was  only  the  mechanical 
assistant  to  the  professor  of  natural  philosophy  at  a  salary  of 
58£.  The  jury  found  for  the  defendants  on  the  general  issue 
that  there  was  no  negligence. 


Scotch  Bern 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Business  Change. 
Mr.  George  McDiarmid,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  Stromness  Pharmacy,  Kirkwall,  Orkney,  which 
for  over  forty  years  has  been  carried  on  by  Mr.  James  T. 
Shedding. 


300 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  20,  1904 


Poisoning. 

At  Aberdour,  last  week,  George  Donaldson  (52)  drank 
some  carbolic-acid  lotion  in  mistake  for  medicine  and  died 
twenty  minutes  afterwards. 

Serums. 

Mr.  Thomas  Maben,  F.C.S.,  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
London  staff,  delivered  a  lantern-lecture  on  the  production 
of  antitoxic  serums,  before  the  members  of  the  Forfarshire 
Chemists'  Association  on  Wednesday. 

Fire  in  Peterhead. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  of  this  week  fire  broke  out  in 
the  shop  in  St.  Andrew  Street,  Peterhead,  occupied  by  Mr. 
William  Pennie,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  it  is  feared  that 
considerable  damage  has  been  done  to  stock.  The  outbreak  is 
attributed  to  the  boiling  over  on  the  fire  of  furniture  polish, 
which  was  being  manufactured  by  an  assistant.  Mr. 
Pennie's  stock  is  only  partially  insured,  and  the  loss  to  him 
will  amount  to  several  hundred  pounds. 

Greenock  Dancers. 

The  annual  dance  of  the  Greenock  and  District  Chemists' 
Assistants  was  held  on  February  10  in  the  Town  Hall 
Saloon,  Greenock.  The  hall  was  gaily  decorated,  and  between 
sixty  and  seventy  couples  took  part  in  the  dancing.  Mr. 
D.  Cuthbertson  acted  as  M.C.,  and  the  arrangements  wero 
efficiently  carried  out  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Kenny,  Manderson,  Ross,  Hamilton,  Watson,  Sieger.  Cuthbert- 
son, and  Mitchell  (Treasurer),  with  Mr.  W.  S.  McKinnon  as 
Secreiary.    The  gathering  was  a  great  success. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

The  local  medical  societies  are  combining  to  secure  higher 
rates  of  remuneration  for  club  doctors. 

A  large  number  of  applications  for  cumulative  preference 
shares  in  T.  &  H.  Smith  (Limited)  are  being  received  at  the 
local  office  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Armstrong,  chemist,  Maybole,  has  taken  over  the 
business  at  476  Cathoart  Road,  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  S. 
Adams,  chemist  and  druggist. 

On  account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  be  got 
through,  t  e  examination  in  connection  with  the  B.O.A. 
Class  in  Glasgow  has  been  postponed  from  July  until 
September  or  October.  The  class  consists  of  about  thirty 
members,  of  whom  a  majority  are  chemists. 

Glasgow  has  been  badly  smitten  with  the  radium  craze. 
A  Glaswegian  has  invented  a  radium  cure  for  gout.  Several 
mystery-loving  doctors  are  performing  therapeutic  wonders 
with  microscopic  particles  of  the  fabulously  precious  stuff, 
and  the  practical  joker  who  asks  the  chemist  for  half  a  pound 
of  it  is  loose  upon  the  town. 

Mr.  J  H.  Sutcliffe's  lecture  on  "Personality  in  Sight- 
testing,"  before  the  Gla-gow  Optical  Society,  was  a  signal 
success.  Even  aves  antique  in  the  act  of  persuading  coy 
damsels  to  assume  the  fascinating  pince-nez  were  inducted 
into  mysteries  and  machinations,  not  dreamt  of  in  their  astute 
philosophy.  Mr.  Sutcliffe's  leading  maxim  is  that  the 
patient  should  always  be  kept  firmly  in  hand. 

In  continuance  of  the  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Philosophical  Society,  a  short  series  of 
lectures  is  being  given  by  representative  men  on  "  The 
Evolution  of  the  Sciences  during  the  Society's  Career."  The 
latest  lecturer,  Mr.  Beilby,  traced  the  origin  and  progress  of 
the  great  chemical  industries — such  as  alkali-production, 
sulphuric- 1 cid  and  cyanide  working,  &c. — and  showed  how 
these  great  industries,  which  sprang  from  humble  begin- 
nings, had  been  fostered  and  improved  by  physico-chemical 
research  and  di  covery. 


The  Cavaliers  of  the  French  Fleet.— The  latest 
"  promotion  "  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  includes  two  naval 
pharmacists  :  M.  Cavalier,  pharmacien  en  chef,  is  now  Officer 
of  the  Legion,  while  M  Linard,  "  first-class  pharmacist,"  is 
nominated  "  Chevalier  "  of  the  order. 


tfvencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Another  Centenary. —  The  regulation  regarding  the 
Medicinal  Herb-market  at  the  Paris  Halles,  dated  14  Nivose, 
an  XII.  (1804),  runs  as  follows : 

1.  The  market  for  indigenous  plants,  fresh  or  dried,  will  be 
held  as  usual  in  the  rue  de  la  Poterie,  outside  the  linenhall. 

2.  This  market  to  be  held  daily  from  sunrise  till  noon  from 
the  1  Vendemiaire  to  the  1  Germinal,  and  till  10  a.m.  from  1  Ger- 
minal till  1  Ventose. 

3.  Plants  to  be  sold-by  bunches  of  one  kind  only. 

4.  Only  those  who  cultivate  or  gather  plants  may  offer  them  for 
sale. 

5.  The  opening  and  closing  hours  to  be  announced  by  a  bell. 

6.  Only  legally  qualified  herbalists  and  pharmacists  to  sell 
retail. 

7.  From  1  Germinal  henceforth  no  herbalist  to  exercise  any 
other  commerce  (except  that  of  seedsman). 

8.  Provides  for  annual  inspection  of  herbalists. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  Medicinal  Herb-market  is  still  held 
in  the  rue  de  la  Poterie,  though  nowadays  its  importance  is 
small. 

Hair-dyes. — As  the  result  of  the  prosecution  last  year  of 
the  manufacturer  of  a  dangerous  hair-dye,  the  Paris  Prefect 
of  Police  commissioned  M.  Armand  Gautier  to  present  to  the 
Council  of  Hygiene  (Board  of  Health)  here  a  report  on  "  The 
dangers  that  may  be  incurred  by  the  public  through  the  use 
of  hair-dyes."  The  report  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council,  and  M.  Gautier  gave  his  opinion  as  follows  : 

1.  All  hair-dyes  called  vegetable  dyes,  or  guaranteed  as  being 
exempt  from  all  metallic  compounds,  should  be  considered  sus- 
picious, and  they  ought  to  be  submitted  to  the  Municipal  Labora- 
tory for  analysis.  They  should  be  prohibited  when  they  contain 
poiHonous  salts  of  aniline  and  others  of  a  similar  base,  or 
phenylenediamines  and  compounds,  or  soluble  derivatives  of  those 
products. 

2.  All  dyes  destined  for  dyeing  hair,  dyes  in  general,  not 
guaranteed  as  exempt  from  metallic  salts,  usually  contain  salts  of 
lead,  sometimes  of  copper,  silver,  vanadium,  and  even  cyanides, 
all  of  which  are  essentially  poisonous.  The  sale  of  these  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  unless  the  labels  of  the  bottles  bear,  if  not 
details  of  the  component  parts  of  the  preparation,  at  least  a 
special  mention  indicating  the  nature  of  the  poisonous  metallic 
salt  contained  in  the  product.  In  any  case  it  is  important  that 
the  regulations  concerning  the  sale  of  poisonous  substances 
should  be  rigorously  observed. 

3.  The  sale  of  preparations  essentially  formed  of  oxygenated 
water  do  not  offer  any  marked  inconveniences.  M.  Armand 
Gautier  considers  that  their  principal  drawback  is  that  they 
render  the  hair  brittle,  and  in  the  end  cause  the  hair  to  fall  off. 

This  report  was  adopted  unanimously  by  the  Council. 


Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. 

At  the  February  meeting  of  the  Society,  M  Landrin  opened 
the  proceedings  by  referring  to  the  loss  the  members  hive 
sustained  by  the  death  of  M.  Charles  Leroy,  a  prominent  army 
pharmacist  and  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Society,  of 
which  he  was  Hon.  Treasurer  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  pharmacists  or  chemists  to  foresee  the 
importance  that  lecithine  and  glycerophosphates  were 
destined  to  take  in  therapeutics,  which  he  did  with  a 
prescience  that  was  curiously  exact.  M.  Leroy  was  only 
fifty-five  years  of  age,  but  he  had  already  been  ill  a  good 
many  years. 

A  Ltter  was  read  from  M.  Statopoulo,  pharmacist  in  the 
Greek  Army,  of  Athens,  who  is  proposed  as  a  foreign  corre- 
sponding member  of  the  Society.  M.  Bourquelot,  the 
General  Secretary,  remarked  that  it  is  proposed  to  elect  eight 
new  members  in  all  in  that  section.  M.  Bourquelot  also 
read  a  sonnet  written  by  M.  Chanceroux,  a  pharmacist,  relative 
to  the  centenary  of  the  Society  celebrated  'a<t  October.  In 
connection  with  that  ceremony  the  President  announced 
that  the  Royal  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  Brussels  had  con- 
ferred by  acclamation  the  titles  of  corresponding  members 
on  MM.  Leger,  Bourquelot,  and  Guignard. 

M.  Bourquelot  read  a  paper  by  MM.  Gley  and  Richaud  on 
the  sterilisation  of  solute  salin  de  gelatine  (gelatinised 
serum).    The  authors  have  noticed  that  when  the  solutions 
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of  gelatin  are  exposed  to  a  temperature  above  100°  C,  for 
example,  they  undergo  a  sort  of  clarification;  but  if  the 
liquid  is  limpid  it  contains  a  number  of  solid  particles  in 
suspension.  They  therefore  advise  (1)  sterilising  of  a  quarter 
oE  an  hour  at  120°  C  ,  (2)  filtering,  and  (3)  sterilising  again 
at  120°  C.  for  ten  minutes. 

M.  Bourquelot  read  a  note  from  M.  J.  Warin,  a  corre- 
sponding member,  on  "The  Determination  of  Cinchotanna  es 
in  "  Vrij's  Liquid  Extract  of  Cinchona,"  showing  that  the 
method  of  the  Dutch  Pharmacopoeia  does  not  give  satis- 
factory results. 

M.  Behal  (the  Vice-President)  also  read  a  short  paper,  and 
the  procaedings  terminated  by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  M.  Vaudin 
on  the  balance-sheet  for  last  year  being  presented. 


3nMan  {poisons  act. 


WE  have  referred  on  several  occasions  recently  to  the 
Bill  for  regulating  the  sale  of  poisons  which  was 
under  consideration  by  the  Imperial  Legislative  Council  in 
Calcutta.  By  the  last  mail  we  were  advised  that  the  Bill 
was  duly  passad'on  January  22,  the  text  being  as  follows  : 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  the  possession  and  sale  of 
all  poisons  in  certain  local  areas,  and  the  importation, 
possession,  and  sale  of  white  arsenic  generally. 

1.  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Poisons  Act,  1901. 

2.  It  shall  extend  to  the  whole  of  British  India. 

Poisons  Generally. 

Subject  to  the  control  of  the  Governor-General  in  Council  the 
Local  Government  may  by  rule  regulate  within  the  limit  of  any 
municipality  or  cantonment  the  possession  for  sale  and  the  sale, 
whether  wholesale  or  retail,  of  any  specific  poison. 

(a)  By  the  granting  of  licences  to  possess  any  specific  poison 
for  sale,  wholesale  or  retail,  and  the  fixing  of  the  fee,  if  any,  to 
be  charged  for  such  licence. 

(b)  The  classes  of  persons  to  whom  alone  such  licences  may  be 
granted. 

(c)  The  classes  of  persons  to  whom  alone  any  such  poison  may 
be  sold. 

(d)  The  maximum  quantity  of  any  such  poison  which  may  be 
sold  to  any  one  person. 

(e)  The  maintenance  by  vendors  of  any  such  poison  of  registers 
of  sales,  the  particulars  to  be  entered  of  such  registers  and  the 
inspection  of  the  same. 

(/)  The  safe  custody  of  such  poisons,  and  the  labelling  of  any 
vessels,  packages,  or  coverings  in  which  any  such  poison  is  sold 
or  possessed  for  sale. 

(g)  The  inspection  and  examination  of  any  such  poison  pos- 
sessed for  sale  by  any  vendor. 

White  Arsenic. 

3.  The  Governor- General  in  Council  may,  by  notification  in  the 
"Gazette  of  India,"  prohibit,  except  under  and  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  of  a  licence,  the  importation  of  white  arsenic 
into  British  India,  aud  may  by  rule  regulate  the  grant  of  licences 
and  prescribe  the  conditions  to  be  imposed. 

4.  Subject  to  the  control  of  the  Governor-General  in  Council, 
the  Local  Government  may  by  rule  regulate  within  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  territories  under  its  administration  the  possession 
for  sale  and  the  sale,  whether  by  wholesale  or  retail,  of  white 
arsenic. 

[Further  rules  may  provide  that  no  person  shall  sell  any 
powdered  white  arsenic  unless  the  same  is,  before  the  sale,  mixed 
with  soot,  indigo,  or  prussian  blue  in  the  proportion  of  A  oz.  of 
soot,  indigo,  or  prussian  blue  to  at  least  1  lb.  of  white  arsenic] 

5.  The  Local  Government,  with  the  previous  consent  of  the 
Governor-General  in  Council,  may  further  by  rule  regulate  the 
possession  of  white  arsenic  in  any  local  area,  when  the  offence  of 
cattle-poisoning  by  that  drug  appears  to  be  of  frequent  occur- 
rence as  to  render  restrictions  on  the  possession  thereof  desirable. 

Other  Poisons. 

6.  (1)  The  Governor-General  in  Council  may,  by  notification  in 
the  "Gazette,"  apply  to  any  specific  poison  other  than  white 
arsenic  all  or  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  exclusively 
to  white  arsenic. 

(2)  Any  substance  specified  as  a  poison  in  the  notification 
issued  under  sub-section  1  shall  be  deemed  a  poison  for  the 
purpose  of  this  Act. 

Penalties  and  Procedure. 

7.  Any  person  who  imports  into  British  India  without  a 
licence  white  arsenic,  the  importation  of  which  is  for  the  time 
being  restricted  under  Section  3,  or  breaks  any  conditions  of  the 


licence  for  the  importation  of  white  arsenic  granted  to  him  under 
Section  3  shall  be  punishable  — 

(i.)  On  a  first  conviction  with  imprisonment  for  a  time  which 
may  extend  to  three  months,  or  with  a  fine  which  may  extend  to 
Bs  500,  or  with  both. 

(ii.)  On  a  second  or  subsequent  conviction,  with  imprisonment 
for  a  term  which  may  extend  to  six  months,  or  with  a  fine,  or  with 
both. 

8.  The  authorities  may  issue  a  warrant  for  a  search  of  any  place 
where  they  have  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  poison  is  possessed 
or  sold  in  contravention  of  this  Act. 

Savings. 

10.  (I)  Nothing  in  this  Act  or  in  any  licence  granted,  or  rule 
made  thereunder,  shall  extend  to,  or  interfere  with,  anything  done 
in  good  faith  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  or  business  as 
such — 

(a)  by  a  medical  or  veterinary  practitioner;  or, 

(6)  by  a  chemist  and  druggist  duly  qualified  to  act  a3  such 

under  the  law  for  the  time  being  in  force  in   the  United 

Kingdom;  or, 

(c)  by  a  chemist  and  druggist,  or  compounder  dispensing  or 
compounding  in  compliance  wit!  the  prescription  of  a  medical 
or  veterinary  practitioner. 

(2)  Notwithstanding  anything  hereinbefore  contained,  the  Local 
Government  may  in  its  discretion  by  general  or  special  order 
declare  that  all  or  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  apply  to  any  article  or  class  of  articles  of  commerce 
specified  in  such  order,  or  to  any  poison  or  class  of  poisons  used 
for  any  purpose  so  specified,  and  may  from  time  to  time  alter  or 
vary  any  such  declaration. 

Sir  Denzil  Ibbetson  in  his  speech  on  the  motion  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Bill  said  critics  had  pointed  out  that  the 
exemption  of  medical  practitioners  and  chemists  and  drug- 
gists by  Clause  10  is,  in  the  absence  of  definitions, 
dangerously  wide.  He  admitted  the  truth  of  the  criticisms, 
but  no  critic  had  favoured  them  with  suggestions  for  a 
definition,  nor  had  he  (Sir  Denzil)  been  able  to  frame  one. 
They  had,  therefore,  left  the  meaning  of  toe  words  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Courts  in  view  of  ths  actual  circumstances  of 
each  case. 


Btrtb. 


Parsons. — On  February  10,  at  12  College  Court,  Hammer- 
smith, W.,  the  wife  of  Harold  J.  Parsons,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  son. 


E>eatb0. 

BROWN. — At  Wolsingham,  on  February  8,  Mr.  Thos.  Brown, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-six. 

Graham. — On  January  31,  Mr.  William  Moir  Graham, 
formerly  of  Montrose,  lor  over  twenty  years  with  Messrs. 
Barron,  Harvey  &  Co.,  Giltspur  Street,  E  C. 

Kinnear. — At  Lavender  House,  Elie,  on  February  13, 
Alice  Janet  Graham,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Arthur 
Kinnear,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dundee. 

Milson. — At  Quatford,  Salop,  on  February  4,  Mary,  widow 
of  the  late  Mr.  John  Milson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Hull, 
aged  seventy-five. 

Patterson. — At  72  Camberwell  New  Road,  S.E.,  on 
February  11,  Mr.  Henry  Ambrose  Patterson,  1  St.  Vigean's 
Road,  Arbroath.  Mr.  Patterson  was  studying  at  the  Metro- 
politan College  of  Pharmacy,  and  died  rather  suddenly  from 
pneumonia. 

Philp. — At  Martock,  Somerset,  on  January  30,  Mr.  Charles 
Philp,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Toohig. — At  Victoria  Pharmacy,  High  Street,  Narberth, 
South  Wales,  on  February  10,  after  a  lingering  illness, 
Mr.  John  Henry  Toohig  (Student,  Pharmaceutical  Society), 
aged  thirty-one.  The  late  Mr.  Tooh  g  was  apprenticed  to 
his  brother,  Mr.  A.  W.  Toohig,  chemist  and  Druggist,  Narberth, 
and  was  afterwards  assistant  to  Mr.  Kingston,  chemist,  Bath. 
He  was  interred  at  Natber.h  on  February  15 

Williamson. — At  North  Shields,  on  February  6,  Mr.  James 
Williamson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  agtd  sixty-two. 
Mr.  Williamson  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  George 
Williamson,  chemist,  of  North  Shields.  He  was  for  some 
years  analyst  to  the  Tynemouth  Gas  Company, 
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NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

AN  evening  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  was  held 
on  February  17,  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  presiding.    The  first 
business  was  a  paper  on 

South  American  Orange  Oil. 

By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  and  C.  T.  Bennett,  F.C.S., 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

This  note  dealt  with  a  sample  of  "  orange  oil  "  shipped  to 
this  country  from  Buenos  Ayres,  which  the  authors  found 
on  preliminary  examination  to  resemble  more  closely  orange- 
leaf  oil  than  orange-flower  oil.  It  is  like  Paraguay  petit- 
grain  oil,  but  has  a  more  delicate  odour  and  contains  a 
higher  percentage  of  free  alcohols  and  a  lower  percentage  of 
esters.  The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  oil  is  the 
absence  of  more  than  traces  of  the  most  characteristic  con- 
stituent of  neroli— viz.,  methyl  anthranilate.  The  following 
table  shows  its  chemical  and  physical  features  compared 
with  allied  oils  : 


South 
Ameri- 
can oil 

Para- 
guay 
Petit- 
grain 
Oil 

French 
Petit- 
grain 
Oil 

French 
Neroli 
Oil 

Chinese 
Neroli 
Oil 

Sp-  gr  

C-387 

0891 

0-885- 

0-870- 

0-850 

0-900 

0-880 

Opt.  rot  

+  2° 

+  0°  30' 

-  2° 

+  1°  to 

+  35° 

(about) 

+5° 

Esters  as  linalyl 

acetate 

35-5  % 

524% 

50  to 

10  to 

4-79  % 

75  % 

20  % 

Free  alcohols  as 

geraniol 

384  % 

1S-9  % 

25  to 

20  to 

21-4  % 

35  % 

25  % 

Total  alcohols  ... 

67-1  % 

60-0  % 

25-17  % 

These  figures  show  that  the  South  American  oil  contains  at 
least  75  per  cent,  of  odoriferous  constituents,  a  very  low 
percentage  of  terpenes  being  present.  It  is  therefore  readily 
soluble  even  in  70-per-cent.  alcohol  (2  volumes).  Frac- 
tionation under  atmospheric  pressure  showed  the  same 
thing,  5  per  cent,  of  the  oil  distilling  below  190°,  another 
75  up  to  220°,  and  the  balance  of  20  per  cent,  above. 

Analyses  by  Hesse  and  Zeitschel  and  Schimmel  &  Co.  on 
the  composition  of  neroli  and  petit-grain  oils  have  resulted 
in  the  following  constituents  being  isolated : 


Terpenes 
Alcohols 


Aldehyde 
Esters 


Acids 


Other  con- 
stituents... 


Neroli 


Petit-graia 


Pinene,  camphene,  dipen- 
tene 

Linalol,  geraniol,  nerol, 
nerolidol  (a  sesquiter- 
penic  alcohol),  phenyl- 
ethyl  -  alcohol  terpi- 
neol 

Decylic  aldehyde 
Linalyl  acetate,  geranyl 

acetate,  neryl  acttate, 

methyl  anthranilate 
Phenyl    acetic,  benzoic 

acetic,     and  palmitic 

(traces) 
Traces  of  indol 


1-pinene,  1- cam- 
phene, dipentene 

Linalol,  geraniol, 
nerol,  <7-terpineol 


Furfural 

Linalyl  acetate, 
geranyl  acetate, 
neryl  acetate 


A  basic  body 


Nerol  was  stated  by  Tiemann  to  be  identical  with  linalol, 
but  it  has  since  been  shown  by  Von  Soden  and  Zeitschel  to 
more  closely  resemble  geraniol,  from  which  it  differs  only 
very  slightly  in  properties.    Both  nerol  and  linalol  are 


isomeric  with  geraniol,  but  the  constitution  and  characters 
of  the  first-named  have  not  yet  been  thoroughly  established. 
Nerol,  like  geraniol,  combines  with  phthalic  anhydride  to 
form  an  acid  ester,  but  boils  at  a  slightly  lower  temperature, 
and  does  not  form  a  solid  compound  with  calcium  chloride. 

The  authors  next  submitted  the  sp.  grs.,  optical  rotations, 
and  refractive  indices  of  twenty  fractions  of  the  South 
American  oil  distilled  under  reduced  pressure.  The  first 
two  were  distinguished  by  their  optical  neutrality,  the  next 
two  were  +  0  30,  and  Nos.  4  and  5  +  1°.  Fractions  7  to  11 
showed  +1-30,  the  12th  +2°,  then  +3°  for  the  13th,  +2° 
for  the  14th  and  15. h,  +  3°  f or  the  16th,  +4°  for  the  17th 
to  19tb,  and  +  3°  for  the  20th.  The  sp.  grs.  of  the  fractions 
rose  from  0  851  for  the  first  to  0  910,  and  the  refractive 
index  commenced  at  14737,  decreasing  steadily  to  1  4650  in 
the  13th  fraction,  again  rising  to  1  4703  in  the  20th. 

The  first  and  last  fractions  were  refractionated,  whereby 
the  first  was  separated  into  three  lower  fractions  with  minus 
rotation  (-4°,  -2°,  and  -1°),  Nos.  4,  7,  and  8  being 
optically  neutral,  Nos.  5  and  6  +  2°,  and  9  (sp.  gr.,  0  917) 
+  3°.  The  last  fraction  of  the  original  oil  gave  eight 
fractions,  the  rest  of  the  distillate  showing  products  of 
decomposition.  In  this  case  the  first  three  fractions  showed 
optical  rotation  +2  30,  the  next  three  +3°,  and  7  and  8 
+  2°,  sp.  gr.  rising  from  0  908  to  0  912.  Jn  short,  the 
figures  for  optical  rotation  suffice  to  show  a  gradual  rise 
accompanied  by  a  decrease  of  index  of  refraction  with 
increase  of  sp.  gr.  and  boiling-point.  The  authors  concluded 
from  these  observations  that  the  first  fraction  of  the  original 
oil  consisted  largely  of  terpenes,  and  on  refract'oaation 
showed  the  presence  of  a  lrevo-rotatory  body  which  was 
identified  as  pinene.  It  was  contained  in  the  fraction 
boiling  at  160°-165°.  The  portion  boiling  at  172°-178°  was 
found  to  consist  chiefly  of  dipentene,  the  inactive  form  of 
limonene.  Camphene  was  not  detected,  but  reactions  for 
furfuraldehyde  were  obtained.  The  last  fraction  consisted 
very  largely  of  esters,  the  powerful  odour  of  geranyl  acetate 
predominating.  From  the  intermediate  fractions  linalol  and 
geraniol  (the  former  in  greater  proportion)  were  separated 
in  a  fairly  pure  condition.  The  odour  of  terpineol  was 
evident  in  two  of  the  fractions,  but  attempts  to  isolate  it 
in  the  solid  state  failed. 

Paraguay  generally  is  a  great  orange-producing  country, 
the  district  in  which  the  orange-culture  is  carried  on  to  a 
very  large  extent  being  known  as  "  Villa  Pilar."  It  is 
probable  that  the  South  American  oil  is  derived  from  this 
district  and  finds  its  way  to  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  River 
Parana.  Whatever  its  source,  the  authors  called  particular 
attention  to  the  variation  that  may  occur  in  these  oils 
according  as  they  are  distilled  from  the  flowers  or  leaves 
of  the  bitter  orange.  Thus  there  may  be  a  very  decided 
difference  in  the  value  of  oils  even  from  the  same  district. 
The  oil  is  capable  of  considerable  use  for  soap-scenting  and 
perfumery  purposes,  and  in  point  of  odour-value  compares 
most  economically  with  petit-grain  oil  from  the  South  of 
France. 

The  paper  was  illustrated  by  a  large  number  of  specimens, 
which  Mr.  Hilljexplained. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  due  to 
Messrs.  Umney  and  Bennett  for  the  trouble  they  ha  3  taken 
in  sending  the  different  separations  from  the  oils.  He  was 
sorry  Mr.  Boa  had  not  been  able  to  come  to  the  meeting, 
as  he  had  a  penchant  for  these  oils,  and  could  distinguish  a 
good  oil  from  a  bad  one.  Mr.  Boa  had  examined  these  oils, 
and  had  written  to  say  that  he  liked  the  South  American 
oil  very  much.  It  was  somewhat  stronger  than  neroli,  but  it 
had  not  the  pure  conventional  eau-de-Cologne  flavour.  It 
had,  however,  a  large  proportion  of  it,  and  the  suggestion  of 
petit-grain  was  more  fragrant  and  less  rank  than  the  flavour 
of  petit-grain.  That  was  his  conclusion  from  a  brief  com- 
parison of  the  oils.  He  (the  speaker)  had  the  opportunity 
of  examining  the  oils,  and  what  struck  him  about  the  South 
American  oil  was  that  it  had  a  sug.  estion  of  neroli  oil,  and 
it  seemed  to  have  the  piquancy  of  the  petit-grain  oil— a 
sharpness  about  it — but  also  a  very  much  finer  and  more 
agreeable  odour.  He  believed  it  was  generally  supposed 
that  the  reason  why  South  American  pstit-grain  had  a 
right-handed  rotation,  whereas  the  French  had  a  left-handed 
I  rotation,  might  be  due  to  the  presence  of  immature  fruits 
j  along  with  the  leaves  in  the  distillation-process.  It  would 
I  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  pronounced  right-hand 
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rotation  of  this  particular  oil,  which  was  believed  to  be  leaf- 
oil,  might  not  also  be  due  to  the  presence  of  immature  fruits 
during  the  process  of  distillation.  He  agreed  with  the 
authors  that  it  promised  to  be  a  very  useful  oil  for  per- 
fumery-purposes if,  as  they  suggested,  the  supply  was  likely 
to  be  constant  and  good.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  proposed  that  they  send  their  hearty 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Umney  and  Bennett,  and  also  thank  Mr. 
Hill  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  showing  the  reactions  of 
the  specimens.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Hill  next  read 

Dispensing  Notes. 

By  Martin  Meldrum,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

Mr.  Meldrum,  in  submitting  these  notes  dealing  with 
several  points  occurring  in  everyday  dispensing,  said  that,  no 
matter  what  experience  a  dispenser  may  have,  he  occasion- 
ally meets  with  some  new  combination  of  drugs  the  proper 
dispensing  of  which  gives  him  some  thought.  An  inter- 
change of  the  little  problems  met  with  and  solved  or  other- 
wise forms  a  very  effective  topic  of  mutual  interest  for 
pharmacists : 

Potass,  iodidi...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  v. 

Hydrarg.  biniodid;  gr. 

Excipientis  q.s.* 

Ft.  pil. 

The  selection  of  a  suitable  excipient  in  this  case  gave  some 
trouble.  Simple  syrup  (tn.iv.)  and  powdered  acacia  (gr.  xv.) 
gave  a  good  firm  pill  of  about  the  ordinary  5-gr.  size. 

PARALDEHYDE. 

Various  flavouring-agents  are  prescribed  with  paraldehyde 
owing  to  the  pungent  odour  and  taste  of  this  drug,  and  the 
drawback  is  that  the  paraldehyde  separates  from  the 
majority  of  these  ingredients.  A  mixture  of  paraldehyde 
and  syrup  of  orange-peel,  for  instance,  is  quite  immiscible. 
Even  in  the  act  of  pouring  out  separation  takes  place.  Some 
practitioners  simply  prescribe  paraldehyde,  and  direct  the 
drug  to  ba  taken  in  warm  water.  This  modifies  the  flavour 
and  gives  the  drug  a  more  pleasantly  acid  taste,  but  some 
contend  that  the  therapeutic  effect  is  modified.  Recently  a 
prescription  for  an  ounce  of  paraldehyde  was  presented,  with 
directions  to  flavour  as  was  thought  best,  the  dose  of 
paraldehyde  to  be  1  dr.  This  is  how  the  prescription  was 
filled : 

Paraldehyd   ...  |j, 

Tr.  aurantii  §j. 

Ess.  limonis  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Saccharini      ...       ...       ...       ...    gr,  Yiij. 

Aquaru  ad   Sviij. 

One  ounce  to  be  taken  for  a  dose. 

The  whole  of  the  paraldehyde  is  not  soluble  in  this 
mixture,  but  the  slight  excess  is  readily  diffused  by 
shaking.    The  following  was 

A  DOUBLY  INCOMPATIBLE  COMBINATION, 

and  might  be  dispensed  in  various  ways  : 

Quin.  hydrochlor   gr.  iij. 

Sodii  salicylatis    gr.  xx. 

Tr.  iodi         ...       ...       ...       ...  in_xx. 

Glycerin,  boracis    5iv. 

Aquam  ad    giv. 

Fiat  lotio. 

The  method  adopted  was  to  dissolve  the  quinine  in  1  oz.  of 
water,  and  the  sodium  salicylate  in  a  like  quantity.  The 
two  solutions  were  then  mixed,  and  the  salicylate  of  quinine 
thrown  out  in  a  very  fine  precipitate,  which  readily  diffuses 
through  the  menstruum.  The  tincture  of  iodine  was  then 
diluted  with  water  to  1  oz.  and  added  to  the  other  in- 
gredients. Little  difference  could  be  observed  beyond  the 
slight  increase  in  the  flocculence  of  the  precipitate.  The 
glycerin  of  borax  was,  lastly,  made  up  to  1  oz.  with  water, 
and  added  to  the  rest  of  the  mixture.  When  completed,  the 
precipitate  formed  diffused  readily  through  the  mixture  on 
shaking,  but  tended  to  aggregate  at  the  top  on  standing. 


In  the  following  mixture  a  precipitate  might  or  might  not 
be  thrown  out,  according  to  the  degree  of  dilution  : 

Potass,  acet   5iv. 

Magnes.  sulph.    ...  5iv. 

Spt.  setheris  nitrosi   5vj. 

Liq.  amnion,  acet   5j. 

Aquam  ad    Svj 

If  the  solutions  of  potassium  acetate  and  magnesium 
sulphate  are  made  strong,  say  one  in  two,  and  mix  id,  sulphate 
of  potassium  is  thrown  out ;  but  if  dilute  1  to  one  in  four  this 
precipitation  is  prevented,  and  the  other  ingredients  can  be 
added. 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lothian 
Glasgow,  in  which  he  commented  on  Mr.  Meldrum's  note. 
Regarding  mixture  No.  4,  he  said  that,  taking  the  solubility  of 
potassium  sulphate  as  given  in  Watts'  "  Dictionary,"  the 
solution  must  be  supersaturated  if  it  remains  clear.  That 
is  prrved  by  sowing  the  solution  with  a  minute  speck  of 
potassium  sulphate,  when  a  crop  of  crystals  is  deposited, 
leaving  a  saturated  solution.  Many  potassium  salts,  notably 
cream  of  tartar,  remain  obstinately  super-aturated.  The 
mixture  would  yield  215  gr.  of  potassium  sulphate,  which  is 
more  than  the  water  can  retain  if  the  temperature  fall  below 
15°  C,  disregarding  the  effect  of  the  spirit.  Two 
solutions  made  as  directed,  on  the  day  of  writing,  when 
mixed  showed  a  deposit,  so  that  the  order  of  mixing  did  not 
affect  the  ultimate  result.  Two  mixtures  commonly  met 
with  in  Glasgow  are,  first,  magnesium  sulphate  5vj., 
potassium  bromide  3iv.,  infusion  of  quassia  to  Ji?. ;  and, 
second,  sodium  salicylate  gr.  CLX.,  magnesium  sulphate  5vj  , 
potassium  iodide  gr.  CL.,  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  §ij., 
water  to  gviij.  Both  these  mixtures  deposit  a  large  quantity 
of  potassium  sulphate. 

Mr.  Hill  also  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  McCutcheon  (Edin- 
burgh), who  stated  that,  in  dispensing  paraldehyde,  the 
formula  which  he  found  satisfactory  is  paraldehyde  5]., 
tragacanth  gr.  iij.,  tincture  of  orange  5).,  Symington's  essence 
of  coffee  5iij.,  syrup  to  *j.  Give  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
water.  Another  form  frequently  prescribed  is  paralde- 
hyde 5j  ,  oil  of  cinnamon  in.  v.,  mucilage  of  acacia  gss  ,  water 
to  §j. 

Mr.  Wm.  Lyon  thought  the  pill-mass  made  by  Mr. 
Meldrum  was  a  very  good  one,  but  he  feared  the  quantity  of 
gum  acacia  would  make  it  very  hard  in  three  or  four  days. 
It  would  be  better  if  he  reduced  the  quantity  of  acacia, 
and  used  tragacanth.  This  might  give  a  rubber-like  mass 
but  it  is  easily  broken  up  in  contact  with  liquid.  He  did  not 
think  the  flavour  of  Mr.  Meldrum's  paraldehyde  mixture  was 
good,  the  quantity  of  saccharin  seemed  excessive,  and  a 
much  smaller  quantity  would  be  suitable.  Martindale's 
formula  contained  much  less  saccharin.  He  spoke  of  the 
No.  3  example  as  an  extraordinary  combination,  and  thought 
at  first  it  was  a  mixture  instead  of  a  lotion.  The  precipitate 
which  collects  at  the  top  is  undesirable  ;  a  little  tragacanth 
would,  he  thought,  cause  the  precipitate  to  diffuse,  and  he 
saw  no  objection  to  that  addition.  The  fourth  example 
might  prove  rather  troublesome,  especially  if  the  salts  were 
rubbed  together  in  a  mortar.  He  frequently  dispensed  a 
mixture  containing  sodium  salicylate  5iij.,  and  magnesium 
sulphate  giss.,  which  often  caused  trouble  through  the 
magnesium  salicylate  precipitating. 

Mr.  McEwan  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  Mr.  Lyon 
regarding  Mr.  Meldrum's  pill-mass.  He  had  tried  mixing 
the  two  salts  and  adding  a  drop  of  water,  and  then  \  gr. 
of  powdered  liquorice ;  the  result  is  a  good  pill,  smaller  in 
size  and  readily  disintegrated.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
futile  to  emulsify  paraldehyde.  A  mixture  of  paraldehyde  5ij., 
mucilage  of  tragacanth  *ss.,  syrup  of  orange  gj.,  makes  an 
emulsion  which  keeps  fairly  well,  and  is  easily  poured. 
Paraldehyde  is  used  in  cases  of  nervous  diseases  where  a 
sedative  action  is  desired  and  an  alcoholic  stimulant  felt  to 
be  undesirable.  On  that  account  he  was  doubtful  of  Mr. 
Meldrum's  formula,  because  of  the  alcohol  it  contains. 

Mr.  Sclater,  speaking  of  administering  paraldehyde  in 
capsules,  said  in  one  case  a  patient  kept  the  capsules  for 
some  time  and  returned  them  with  a  complaint  that  th<y 
were  half-empty.  That  seemed  to  suggest  the  evaporaticn 
of  the  paraldehyde  through  the  capsule. 

Mr.  Glass  advocated  giving  paraldehyde  in  capsule  fo:m, 
an!  preferred  Mr.  Lyons'  form  of  lotion  to  the  author's. 
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Mr.  Hill  noticed  that  the  iodine  colour  of  the  lotion 
rapidly  disappeared.  Half  an  ounce  of  glycerin  produced  a 
finer  and  more  rapidly  diffused  precipitate.  On  adding  the 
tincture  of  iodine  to  the  sodium  salicylate  dissolved  in  1  oz. 
of  water  there  is  a  distinct  diminution  in  iodine  colour.  On 
then  addiDg  the  glycerin  of  borax  and  heating  to  about 
40°  C.  the  solution  becomes  quite  colourless,  and  on  adding 
the  quinine  hydrochloride  a  pure  white  precipitate  separates, 
and  the  lotion  has  a  distinct;  odour  of  iodoform.  His 
experience  is  that  the  addition  of  water  does  not  increase 
the  acidity  of  paraldehyde;  and  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Meldrum's  suggestion  that  conversion  into  acetic  acid 
diminishes  the  therapeutic  value,  he  rather  thought  the 
warm  water  changed  the  paraldehyde  to  aldehyde.  It  is 
well  known  that  if  paraldehyde  is  distilled  with  water  it 
goes  back  into  aldehyde. 

The  Chairman  said  it  struck  one  that  these  complicated 
prescriptions  are  more  interesting  as  examples  of  how  things 
should  not  be  made.  They  should  be  sent  to  teachers  like 
Dr.  Sellars  and  Professor  Stockman,  who  teach  medical 
students,  as  warnings  to  their  pupils  not  to  make  up  such 
extraordinary  combinations.  They  should  not  prescribe  any- 
thing unless  they  knew  how  it  would  react. 

Mr.  Wm.  Lyon  then  communicated 

A  SUGGESTED  TEST  FOR  SALICYLIC  ACID  IN  BISMUTH 
SALICYLATE. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  it  was  desirable  that  pharmacists  should 
have  at  their  command  a  reliable  method  of  showing  the 
absence  of  free  acid  from  bismuth  salicylate.  What  is 
wanted  is  a  substance  which  will  readily  dissolve  the  free 
salicylic  acid  without  causing  decomposition  of  the  bismuth 
salicylate,  benzol  (90  per  cent.)  being  apparently  the  sub- 
stance that  fulfils  most  satisfactorily  these  conditions.  Mr. 
Lyon  described  the  carrying  out  of  the  test,  which  he  said 
is  easily  applied.  The  official  test  solution  of  ferric  chloride 
can  be  used,  but  it  is  preferable  to  use  a  much  weaker 
solution,  as  the  less  colour  present  the  more  markedly  does 
the  violet  ring  stand  out  in  contrast.  A  1-in- 3,000  solution 
of  ferric  chloride  or  the  official  test  solution  of  ferrous 
sulphate  gives  a  very  pretty  reaction.  The  paper  used  for 
filtering  the  benzol  solution  should  be  of  a  thick  close  texture, 
or  particles  of  the  bismuth  salicylate  may  be  carried  through. 
The  end  of  the  funnel  should  also  reach  to  within  an  inch  or 
so  of  the  test-solution,  so  as  to  prevent  the  drops  of  the 
solvent  from  being  driven  into  the  centre  of  the  solution  by 
the  impetus  of  their  fall. 

Mr.  Hill  read  a  comment  by  Mr.  Lothian  that  he  had 
found  this  test  simple  and  effective.  He  used  benzol  for 
removing  salicylic  acid  from  acid  solutions  by  agitation. 
The  B.P.  method  of  making  bismuth  salicylate  is  not  satis- 
factory owing  to  the  liability  of  the  salt  to  contain  free 
acid.  It  is  better  to  form  the  basic  salt  by  warming  freshly 
precipitated  bismuth  hydroxide  on  a  water-bath  with  the 
salicylic  acid  until  combination  takes  place.  In  mixtures 
with  water  salicylic  acid  is  set  free  by  hydrolysis,  and  a 
more  basic  salt  deposited.  Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  tried  the 
test  and  thought  it  a  very  neat  one.  It  readily  detects 
1  part  of  free  acid  in  5,000  of  bismuth  salicylate.  The  test 
might  be  made  roughly  quantitative  by  shaking  up  the 
benzol  percolate  with  ferric  chloride  solution,  so  that  a  depth 
of  colour  corresponding  to  the  percentage  of  free  acid 
would  be  obtained  which  could  be  compared  with  a  standard 
solution.  He  was  inclined  to  recommend  the  ferric  rather 
than  the  ferrous  salt. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  see  much  use  in  testing 
for  minute  quantities  of  salicylic  acid.  The  commercial 
salt  always  gives  traces  of  salicylic  acid,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  objectionable.  He  therefore  thought  this  test 
superfluous.  Had  it  been  arsenic,  that  would  have  been  a 
different  matter. 

Mr.  Lyon,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  one  objection  to 
the  test  as  a  quantitative  one  is  that  the  colour  with  ferric 
chloride  quickly  deepens,  but  it  might  do  as  a  rough  indica- 
tion. He  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Dott's  remark,  and  recallt  d 
an  occasion  some  time  ago,  when  bismuth  salicylate  was 
made  by  mixing  the  oxide  with  salicylic  acid,  that  a  pre- 
scription was  dispensed  with  a  well-known  brand  of  so-called 
bismuth  salicylate,  and  the  patient  complained  of  a  burning 
sensation  in  the  throat  caused  by  the  free  acid. 


Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  next  read  a  note  sent  in  by 
Miss  Agnes  T.  Borrowman,  Chester,  on 

AN  ARSENIC,  IRON,  AND  QUININE  MIXTURE. 

The  mixture  was  as  follows  : 

Tr.  ferri  perehlor.    ...    -   5"ss- 

Liq.  arsen.  hydroch.    5iss. 

Quininas  aulph   gr.  xxiv. 

Syrupi    §ss. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    Sviij. 

Miss  Borrowman  said  that  two  days  after  the  mixture  was 
dispensed  it  was  returned  with  the  complaint  that  it  had 
commenced  to  deposit,  and  that  the  bitter  taste  had  become 
more  pronounced.  The  mixture  had  been  dispensed  some 
time  before  from  the  same  prescription,  and  there  had  been 
no  observable  change.  Inquiry  showed  that  slightly  different 
methods  of  dispensing  had  been  followed  on  these  two 
occasions.  On  the  first  occasion  the  quinine  sulphate  was 
added  to  the  tincture,  and  when  the  former  had  passed  into 
solution  4  or  5  oz.  of  the  vehicle  were  added,  then  the 
solution  of  arsenic  and  the  syrup.  On  the  second  occasion 
the  solution  of  arsenic  was  added  directly  to  the  undiluted 
quinine  sulphate  and  tincture.  The  author  carried  out  some 
experiments  with  a  view  of  finding  out  the  cause  of  the 
reaction  : 

(A)  A  quantity  of  quinine  sulphate  was  mixed  with  a 
little  of  the  chloroform-water  and  the  tincture  of  perchloride 
of  iron  added.  When  solution  was  complete,  the  mixture 
aws  diluted  to  7  oz.  with  the  vehicle,  the  hydrochloric  solu- 
tion of  arsenic  and  syrup  being  then  added,  and  finally 
sufficient  of  the  vehicle  to  produce  the  desired  quantity. 

(B)  A  further  quantity  of  the  mixture  was  prepared,  the 
quinine  sulphate  in  this  instance  being  added  directly  to  the 
tincture,  then  the  solution  of  arsenic  and  the  syrup,  and  finally 
sufficient  of  the  vehicle  to  produce  the  desired  quantity. 

(C)  Equal  portions  of  hydrochloric  solution  of  arsenic 
and  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron  were  mixed  and  placed  in 
a  bottle. 

(D)  Quinine  sulphate  and  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron 
in  the  proportion  prescribed  were  likewise  mixed  and  put 
into  a  bottle. 

(E)  Hydrochloric  solution  of  arsenic  and  quinine  sulphate, 
in  the  prescription  proportions,  were  mixed,  and  sufficient 
diluted  hydrochloric  acid  added  to  produce  a  clear  solution. 

It  was  found  that  A  remained  clear  for  ten  days  and  then 
began  to  deposit  slightly.  B  became  cloudy  within  twenty- 
four  hours  and  then  deposited  copiously.  C  s-howed  no  signs 
of  deposition  even  at  the  end  of  three  weeks.  D  soon 
became  cloudy,  and  afterwards  slightly  gelatinous.  E 
remained  clear.  The  deposit  was  found  by  analysis  to  be  ferric 
arsenite,  which  raised  the  interesting  question,  "  What  part 
does  the  quinine  sulphate  play  in  bringing  about  the  forma- 
tion of  the  salt  ?  "  In  considering  that  question  it  should  be 
kept  in  mind  that  both  the  tincture  of  iron  and  the  hydro- 
chloric solution  of  arsenic  contain  a  certain  amount  of 
hydrochloric  acid,  a  portion  of  which  would  be  removed  by 
the  quinine  sulphate  in  order  to  form  a  soluble  salt.  A 
number  of  experiments,  which  were  detailed  in  the  paper, 
showed  that  the  formation  of  an  acid  salt  of  quinine  takes 
place,  and  this  withdrawal  of  acid  accounted  for  the  pre- 
cipitate. 

Dr.  Dobbin  said,  assuming  that  the  precipitate  was  ferric 
arsenite,  its  formation  was  not  surprising,  as  there  would  be 
hydrolysis  of  both  the  ferric  chloride  and  the  arsenious 
chloride.  There  would  then  be  present  all  the  materials  for 
the  formation  of  ferric  arsenite,  which  would  be  deposited 
if  there  was  not  sufficient  acid  to  retain  it  in  solution. 
The  exact  part  played  by  these  quinine  salts  would  require 
elaborate  experiment,  but,  assuming  that  some  of  the  acid  is 
withdrawn  as  a  solvent,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  ferric  arsenite 
would  be  precipitated.  It  remained  to  be  seen  whether 
these  precipitates  consist  wholly  of  ferric  arsenite  or  whether 
some  salt  of  quinine  is  not  also  present. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  mixture  had  a  chemical,  pharmaceutical, 
and  therapeutical  interest.  He  thought  Miss  Borrowman 
had  correctly  stated  the  cause  of  precipitation,  but  there  is 
a  good  deal  more  worth  learning  about  it.  As  heating  is 
equal  to  time  in  chemical  work,  he  heated  the  mixture  to 
hasten  precipitation,  and  the  iron  immediately  separated 
like  a  big  bulky  ferric-hydrate  precipitate,  and  the  super- 
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natant  liquid  was  nearly  colourless.  That  the  acid  is 
withdrawn  by  the  quinine  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  after 
standing  for  a  time  the  mixture  is  so  nearly  i  eutral 
that  it  gives  a  blackish  precipitate  of  ferrous  sulphide 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  scarcely  gives  the  slightest 
effervescence  with  sodium  bicarbonate.  The  conditions  are 
such  as  to  make  it  almost  certain  that  the  salt  formed  is  the 
hydrochlorosulphate  of  quinine  discovered  by  Grimaux.  If 
Miss  Borrowman's  theory  is  correct,  precipitation  would  be 
hastened  by  adding  alkali  to  reduce  the  acidity.  He  there- 
fore divided  the  8-oz.  mixture  into  two;  to  one  half  he  added 
liquor  potas.' S3  nixvj  ,  but  to  his  great  surprise  the  mixture 
remained  clear,  while  the  other  half  had  thrown  down  a 
considerable  precipitate. 

The  Chairman,  having  made  some  remarks,  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  authoress  of  the  paper.  This  con- 
cluded the  meeting. 


Bustnesa  Cbanges. 


The  People's  Drug  stores  have  recently  been  opened 
at  1  Westminster  Parade,  Bounces  Road,  Lower  Edmon- 
ton, N. 

Messrs.  G.  A.  Cawkwell  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  opened 
new  premises  at  Salisbury  Parade,  Northfields  Lane,  West 
Ealing,  W. 

Messrs.  K.  P.  Bell  &  Co ,  dispensing  chemists,  have 
transferred  their  business  from  335  to  338  King  Street,  Ham- 
mersmith, W. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Keay,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
Modern  Pharmacy  at  55  Dalton  Road,  corner  of  Church 
Street,  Barrow-in-Furness. 

Mr.  G.  Fenn,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ipswich,  has  acquired 
the  business  at  21  Tacket  Street,  Ipswich,  formerly  carried 
on  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Burgham,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  George  Rae  Patterson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
opened  new  premises  at  Seaton  Hirst,  Morpeth,  which  have 
been  entirely  fitted  up  by  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool  and  London. 

Mr.  R.  Taylor  Monks,  of  Radcliffe,  has  disposed  of  his 
retail  branch  business  at  Little  Lever,  near  Bolton,  to  Mr. 
James  Heywood,  of  that  town.  The  valuation  and  transfer 
were  conducted  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Tomlinson  &  Son, 
chemists'  valuers,  Manchester. 

The  partnership  existing  betwaen  Albert  Edward  Marshall 
and  Henry  Herbert  Marshall,  who  traded  as  Marshall  Brothers, 
chemists,  at  Moseley,  Birmingham,  has  been  dissolved,  and 
the  business  will  in  future  be  carried  on  under  the  same  title 
by  Mr.  Henry  Herbert  Marshall,  chemist  and  druggist. 


IpersonaUttea. 


Mr.  F.  Clarke  is  taking  the  town  ground  for  the  London 
Sponge  and  Chamois-leather  Company. 

The  members  of  the  various  departments  of  Messrs. 
Ferris  &  Co.,  Bristol,  on  Monday  presented  Mr.  Alfred  Waite 
with  a  tea-and- coffee  service,  on  the  occasion  of  his  silver 
wedding. 

On  Wednesday,  February  10,  at  the  Freemasons'  Hall, 
Great  Queen  Street,  W.C..  a  large  number  of  brethren 
assembled  to  see  Brother  W.  Watson- Will  installed  in  the 
chair  of  the  ancient  lodge  of  Fidelity  No.  3.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Brothers  F.  Bascombe,  P.  M.  Galen  2.394, 
R.  Haselwood  Jones,  A.  0.  Jones,  and  W.  Philip  Want, 
members  of  the  Galen. 

Sir  William  Ramsay  is  the  subject  of  this  week's 
"  Ssetch  "  photographic  interview.  The  nine  p:ctures  begin 
with  one  of  the  distinguished  chemist  sitting  at  his  writing- 
table — "Take  a  ci^ar,  sit  down,  and  don't  speak  for  ten 
minutes  "  is  the  inscription.  There  Sir  William  wears  evening- 
dress.  "  Now  let  us  go  into  the  laboratory "  is  the  next 
picture,  and  a  lightning  change  of  costume  has  been  effected. 
Glass-blowing  and  radium  are  the  subjects  of  the  next  half- 
dozen  pictures,  and  in  the  last  one  Sir  William  is  shown  at 
his  fireside,  again  in  evening-dress. 


Wolect  of  HppUeo  Science. 

A  Symposium. 


*  S  briefly  mentioned  last  week,  the  subject  which  followed 
A.  the  monthly  dinner  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  the  Trocadero  was  "  British  Industrial  Neglect  of  Applied 
Science."  The  discussion  was  rather  academic  in  character, 
but  it  contained  points  which  deserve  to  be  considered  by 
those  of  our  readers  who  are  connected  with  manufacturing 
on  the  large  scale. 

Sir  A.  W.  Rucker,  Principal  of  the  University  of  London, 
presided,  and  was  supported  by  Sir  William  Anson,  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  Colonel  Sir  John  Bingham,  a 
liberal  supporter  of  the  technical  schools  in  Sheffield, 
several  M.P.'s,  Professors  Sir  William  Ramsay,  Meldola, 
Armstrong,  and  Divers,  Mr.  R.  J.  Friswell,  Sir  Thomas  Pile 
(of  Brookes,  Simpson  &  Spiller),  Dr.  Lewkowitsch,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Reid,  Mr.  T.  Tyrer,  and  Mr.  Bennett  H.  Brough. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  discussion,  said  that  it  is 
no  doubt  true  that  there  has  been  a  depreciation  on  the  part 
of  English  commercial  men  of  careful  scientific  training  of 
those  who  are  to  take  the  leading  parts  in  the  application  of 
training  to  industry.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  trained  university 
or  college  man  is  not  in  the  same  demand  in  this  country  as 
on  the  Continent  and  in  Americi.  Whose  fault  is  it  that 
this  is  so  ?  In  his  opinion  it  is  a  matter  of  first  importance 
that  the  educationist  and  business  man  should  be  brought 
more  closely  together.  As  regards  the  University  of  London, 
he  could  say  that,  while  they  want  a  university  famed  for 
learning,  they  want  it — and  the  new  arrangements  would 
make  it — no  less  a  place  for  utility. 

Professor  Armstrong  condemned  the  School  Board  system 
of  education  out  and  out,  and  said  that  the  only  man  who  had 
pre=ented  science  as  a  necessary  part  of  education  was  the 
late  Dr.  J.  H.  Gladstone.  Since  his  death  the  subject  had 
perceptibly  dropped  As  a  result  of  his  observations  in 
America  as  a  member  of  the  Moseley  Commission,  he  found 
that  American  appliances  are  no  greater  nor  more  complete 
set  for  set  than  our  own,  but  there  is  in  the  United  States  a 
positive  greediness  for  knowledge  and  anxiety  imme  lately 
to  turn  it  to  profitable  account.  In  his  opinion  we  are  as 
well  fitted  with  apparatus,  machinery,  and  mind  as  the  Con- 
tinent, but  he  agreed  with  the  Chairman  that,  the  want  of 
imagination,  the  inherent  conservatism,  and  even  the  vice  of 
the  virtue  of  "self-reliance"  among  Englishmen  are  the  real 
cause  of  the  present  position  of  the  relations  of  industry  and 
science.  He  went  on  to  explain  that  by  the  vice  of  self- 
reliance  he  m'ant  that,  where  the  Englishman  is  a  good 
Englishman,  he  never  flinches  from  difficulties  of  any  kind, 
and  he  therefore  regards  himself  as  quite  competent  to 
command  an  army  or  steal  a  fleet.  This  is,  he  added,  not  the 
sort  of  thing  we  can  do  with  to-day.  An  instance  of  the 
vice  of  self-reliance  was  the  case  of  Perkin,  who  relied  on 
himself  and  never  called  to  his  aid  men  of  science. 

Sir  William  Ramsay  followed  on  much  the  same  lines, 
emphasising  the  need  for  greater  confidence  in  the  scientific 
man's  ability  to  give  real  help  to  the  manufacturer. 

Professor  Meldola  reminded  the  audience  that  he  had  once 
been  closely  associated  with  the  colour  industry,  and,  although 
his  work  is  now  more  closely  allied  with  science,  he  felt  that 
what  the  last  speaker  had  said  about  the  self-confidence  of 
the  capitalist  and  the  hesitancy  to  avail  himself  of  the 
best  scientific  help  are  real  hindrances. 

Professor  Divers  referred  to  his  thirty  years  in  Japan,  and 
compared  the  state  of  things  in  Japan  with  its  perfect 
sciences  from  the  Japanese  pom1;  of  view  when  he  first  went 
there  and  the  condition  of  things  to-day.  He  c  raid  not  help, 
in  view  of  pressnt  events,  feeling  that  the  Japanese,  partly 
from  their  national  characteristics,  their  intense  application 
to  detail,  and  above  all  their  keen  desire  for  progress,  owe 
their  position  to-day  to  tne  application  of  such  science— and 
the  best  science,  too — to  their  present  needs. 

The  discussion  was  at  this  stage  brought  down  to  the 
level  of  industrialism  by  Mr.  Bennett  Brough,  who,  with  his 
experience  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute,  showed  how  much 
that  great  industry  has  benefited  by  the  application  of 
science  to  technical  methods. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  London  Sec' ion  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  spoke  next,  and  remarked 
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that  the  Germans  had  recently  found  their  elaborate  system 
of  technical  education  deficient  in  one  respect.  Some  of  the 
largest  manufacturers  in  Germany,  including  the  anilin- 
manufacturers,  had  combined  in  order  to  found  an  institution 
for  educating  the  professors  or  teachers  who  are  to  give 
instruction  in  technical  colleges  or  universities.  We  in  this 
country  are  in  even  a  worse  position,  for,  however  much  money 
may  be  spent  on  universities  or  colleges  and  their  equipment, 
those  who  teach  in  them  can  only  be  equipped  with  know- 
ledge acquired  in  similar  universities.  His  experience  was 
that  the  supply  of  chemists  with  the  ordinary  training  even 
now  exceeds  the  demand.  What  is  wanted  is  special 
technical  training  with  regard  to  the  different  industries. 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  any  young  man  who  has  passed 
through  one  of  our  technical  institutions  and  enters  chemical- 
works  finds  himself  to  a  great  extent  in  the  hands  of  the 
foremaD,  and  it  takes  some  time  for  him  to  acquire  the 
knowledge  of  apparatus  and  management  required  before  he 
can  take  a  leading  part  in  an  industry. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  expressed  agreement  with  Professor 
Armstrong  as  to  the  knowledge  and  capacity  of  the  British 
scientific  professors,  but  differed  from  him  as  to  saying 
that  self-reliance  has  become  a  positive  vice.  He  agreed 
that  imagination  seems  to  be  at  a  discount,  and  as  regards 
application  of  science,  particularly  chemical,  said  the 
training  must  be  with  the  leaders.  But,  however  scientific  a 
man  may  be,  he  is  often  astonished  when  placed  in  a  factory. 
There  must  therefore  be  perfect  understanding  between  the 
college  man  and  the  practical  one ;  the  foremen  should  be 
trained  in  elementary  science  in  order  to  appreciate  higher 
scientific  matters.  In  regard  to  industrial  or  technical 
research,  he  said  it  would  not  have  been  neglected  if  duty- 
free alcohol  had  been  placed  earlier  at  the  disposal  of  the 
professors,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  manufacturing 
capitalists  of  the  country  recognised  this  great  fact  and 
made  professors  their  confidants.  The  lawyer  and  the 
engineer  are  consulted  very  commonly;  why  not  also  the 
scientific  man  ?  This  attitude  would  go  far  to  clear  away 
the  misunderstandings  and  misapprehensions  which  at 
present  exist.  He  called  to  mind  the  immense  loss  to  this 
country  which  has  occurred  from  not  having  duty-free 
alcohol  in  some  suitable  form  at  the  disposal  of  technologists. 
The  possession  of  it  has  increased  the  industries  of  our 
rivals,  and  at  least  three  times  the  amount  of  capital  is 
invested  in  chemical  industries  in  Germany  than  in  our  own 
country,  and  the  greater  portion  of  it  in  industries  in  which 
spirit  is  a  necessity. 

The  Chairman  having  summed  up,  the  discussion  closed. 


festivities. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  second  Cinderella  dance  of  this  Association  was  held 
at  the  Dorset  Hall  of  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W., 
on  February  11.  Mr.  Charles  Martin  acted  as  M.C.,  and 
although  there  was  not  so  good  an  attendance  as  at  the 
previous  dance,  the  evening  was  a  very  successful  one  in  every 
way. 

Manchester  Chemical  Club. 

The  members  of  this  Club  dined  together  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel  on  February  12,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Thomas 
Wardle.  Mr.  Charles  Schunck  was  the  guest  of  the  evening, 
and  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Schunck  presented  to  the  Club  a 
portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  Schunck,  who  had  filled  the  office  of 
President. 

A  Boots'  Dance. 

On  February  10  the  managers  and  employes  of  Boots 
(Limited),  Lincoln,  had  a  dance  and  social  in  the  Lindum 
Restaurant.  There  were  ninety  persons  present,  and  the 
evening  was  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure.  This  was  in  great 
measure  due  to  the  admirable  arrangements  which  had  been 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  Hon  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  W. 
Playford)  and  the  M.C.s  (Messrs.  Daybell,  A.  J.  Smith, 
Evans,  and  Gill).  The  dance-programme  was  varied  by 
songs  given  by  Messrs.  A.  J.  Smith,  J.  A.  Cox,  and  Percy 
Andrew,  while  Mr.  Daybell  contributed  a  recitation. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  annual  social  reunion  of  this  Society  took  place  on 
February  11,  at  the  Bee  Hotel,  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast,  when 
nearly  200  members  and  friends  were  present.  Refreshments 
were  served  in  the  dining-room  from  eight  till  nine  o'clock, 
after  which  the  company  adjourned  to  the  Central  Hall, 
where  lady  artists  (Mrs.  Martin,  Madame  Pidduck,  and  Miss 
Hamill),  with  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  J.  W.  W. 
Agnew,  M.P.S.I.,  and  C.  S.  Agnew,  B.E,  gave  a  musical 
entertainment.  In  addition  to  these  performers,  Mr.  R. 
Dramond  recited,  and  selections  were  given  by  Miss  Cleland's 
mandoline  band.  In  the  interval  Mr.  A.  R.  Hogg  gave  a 
lantern  display  of  colour-photography,  explaining  the  Sanger 
Sheppard  and  Lumiere  processes.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
performers,  and  to  Mr.  John  Frackelton  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  worked  in  getting  up  the  entertainment,  were 
given  at  the  conclusion. 


mew  Companies  S,  Company  IRews. 


Field  &  Wilson  (Limited). — Capital  2,000?.,  in  1?.  shares 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  mineral-water  manufacturers 
and  caterers  carried  on  as  "  Field  &  Wilson,"  at  East  Barnet 
Road,  New  Barnet,  Herts,  and  to  adopt  an   agreement  with 

G.  Field  and  B.  J.  Wilson  No  initial  public  itsue.  The  first 
directors  are  G.  Field,  B.  J.  Wilson  (chairman),  W.  Foster,  and 
W.  Adam.  Qualification,  100  shares.  No  remuneration  till 
6  per  cent,  dividend  is  paid;  afterwards  as  fixed  by  the  company. 
Registered  office,  5  Grantham  Terrace,  East  Barnet  Road,  New 
Barnet. 

Cbesco  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited). — Capital  10,000?. 
in  1?.  shares  Objects :  To  acquire  any  interests  in  any  patents 
and  the  like  relating  to  the  production,  manufacture,  treatment, 
storage,  application,  distribution  and  use  of  chemical  preparations, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers  in  all  its 
branches.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  A.  Pullman,  6  Holborn 
Viaduct,  E.C.,  advertising  contractor  ;  R.  J.  Lang,  J.P.,  Broad- 
meadows,  Selkirk,  N.B.  ;  E.  Hall,  127  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.,  gentle- 
man ;  H.  I.  Bailey,  3  Upper  Avenue  Road,  N.W.,   solicitor ; 

H.  P.  Smith,  St.  Paul's  Vicarage,  Bunhill  Row,  E.C. ,  solicitor ; 
J.  E.  B.  White,  7  The  Pavement,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.,  clerk; 
and  E.  T.  McCarthy,  178  Leighton  Road,  NW.,  cashier.  No 
initial  public  issue.  Table  "A"  mainly  applies.  Registered 
office,  6  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. 

Modern  Curative  Treatment  (Limited). — Capital  3,000?., in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  apply  any  curative  treatment,  to  manu- 
facture and  deal  in  all  kinds  of  implements,  machinery,  drugs, 
and  other  articles  capable  of  being  used  in  connection  therewith, 
and  to  adopt  a  certain  agreement,  the  parties  to  which  are  not 
named.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  W.  L.  Grimwade,  18  Foxham 
Road,  Holloway,  N.,  merchant :  T.  C.  Hersey,  90  Birehaven  Road, 
Norwood,  S.E.,  civil  engineer  ;  R.  Burr,  Winchester  House,  E.C., 
engineer;  G.  Brodie,  42  Copthall  Avenue,  E.C,  stockbroker; 
P.  C.  Hayes,  64  Outer  Temple,  W.C.,  gentleman ;  A.  M.  Reid, 
3  Cavendish  Place,  Brighton,  mining  agent ;  and  B.  P.  Harris, 
The  Arcade,  Borough  Market,  salesman.  No  initial  public  issue. 
The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification, 
1?.  Remuneration  not  more  than  one  guinea  each  per  board 
meeting  attended  unless  increased  by  the  company. 


T.  &  H.  Smith  (Limited) — The  subscription  list  for 
preference  shares  does  not  close  until  February  19,  but  we 
understand  that  the  shares  have  been  well  subscribed  for 
and  flotation  is  more  than  assured. 

Sanitas  Company  (Limited). — The  directors  recommend 
a  final  dividend  of  4^  per  cent,  and  a  bonus  of  \  per  cent., 
making,  with  the  interim  dividend,  a  total  distribution  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1903,  of  7  5  per  cent.  The 
year's  profits  were  over  13,724?. 

W.  B.  Foedham  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  directors,  after 
providing  for  depreciation,  &c,  recommend  a  final  dividend 
at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  half-year  ended 
December  31,  1903,  making,  with  the  interim  dividend,  6  per 
cent,  for  the  year. 


Mr.  T.  B.  Russell,  of  Messrs.  John  Morgan  Richards  & 
Sons'  staff,  has  just  published  a  novel  entitled  "  Borlase 
&  Son,"  which  deals  with  London  shop-life,  and  is  an 
arraignment  of  the  living-in  system. 
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Trade  Law. 

The  Absorbine  Case. — The  "  Law  Times  "  says  Mr.  JuBliee 
Joyce's  decision  in  this  case  is  a  useful  one,  as  "  undoubtedly  the 
House  of  Lords'  judgment  in  the  Solio  case  was  open  to  a  much 
wider  interpretation  than  their  Lordships  had  any  idea  of  making 
possible.". 

"  Off"  licences. — It  has  recently  been  held  by  the  King's 
Bench  Division,  in  Strickland  v.  Whittaker,  that  it  is  not  an 
offence  under  the  Licensing  Act,  1872,  Section  3,  for  the  holder 
of  an  oif  licence,  to  employ  a  person  living  in  a  place  different  from 
that  in  which  the  licence  is  held,  to  call  upon  customers  in  that 
plac?,  take  orders,  and  have  the  liquors  sent  from  the  licensed 
premises.  This  was  an  appeal  from  a  conviction  that  had  been 
eonfirmed  by  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Fu  Hers'-  earth  litigation.—  In  the  High  Court  on 
February  4  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill  made  an  order,  on  the  application 
of  the  Somerset  Puller's  Earth  and  Ochre  Company  (Limited),  of 
Emborough,  Somerset,  restraining  Mr.  Elijah  John  Barton,  of 
Binegar,  carrying  on  business  as  the  Men  clip  Pullers'  Earth 
Company,  from  carrying  on  for  twenty  years  after  March  10,1899, 
within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  the  registered  office  oS  the 
plaintiff  company,  the  business  of  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  in 
fullers'  earth,  ochre,  cement,  pottery,  lime,  china-clay,  Sie.}  and 
from  opening,  carrying  on,  or  being  in  any  way  connected  with 
any  quarry,  or  otherwise  directly  or  indirectly  engaging  in  any 
business  similar  to  that  nov  carried  on  or  intended  to  be  carried 
on  by  the  plaintiff  company  at  Emborough,  except  as  a  member 
of  the  plaintiff  company.  In  our  issues  of  September  26  and 
October  3,  1903,  we  gave  particulars  of  the  discovery  on  Mr. 
Barton's  estate,  at  Binegar,  which  apparently  led  to  this 
injunction. 

Doss  Salt-cake  Damage  Bricks  ?— In  the  King's  Bench 
Division  on  several  days  last  week  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  and  a 
special  jury  tried  an  action  brought  by  the  Telegraph  Construction 
and  Maintenance  Company  (Limited)  against  Messrs.  P.  W.  Berk 
&  Co.  (Limited),  chemical  manufacturers,  North  Woolwich,  for 
damage  caused  by  the  defendants  depositing  and  keeping  upon 
their  land  and  against  plaintiffs'  wall  large  quantities  of  chemical 
refuse  and  other  material,  and  allowing  chemical  refuse  and  other 
noxious  matters  to  escape  and  percolate  through  the  plaintiffs' 
land  and  wall.  A  portion  of  the  evidence  given  for  the  defendants 
related  to  the  effect  of  sulphate  of  soda  upon  bricks  and  mortar.  One 
witness,  whose  firm  purchased  and  exported  large  quantities  of  salt- 
cake  in  wooden  and  iron  ships,  said  he  had  seen  salt-cake  stored  in  a 
brick  tower,  which  could  hold  1,5C0  to  1,800  tons,  from  eight  to  nine 
months,  and  no  damage  was  done  to  the  walls.  At  the  Stratford 
works  of  Messrs.  Berk  he  had  seen  where  the  cake  was  shot  when 
taken  from  the  furnace,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  condition  of 
the  walls  to  indicate  that  they  were  huit.  He  had  also  looked  at 
the  walls  of  the  storehouses  at  Stratford,  and  found  no  damage 
from  the  salt-cake.  In  cross-examination,  this  witness  admitted 
that  the  whole  of  the  salt-cake  he  had  seen  in  the  tower  was  kept 
under  cover.  It  was  a  dry  substance,  and  was  kept  dry.  When 
sulphate  of  soda  was  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  wood-pulp, 
it  must  not  get  wet,  but  it  could  be  used  wet  or  dry  for  the  making 
of  black-ash.  The  manager  of  Messrs.  Berks'  Stratford  works 
said  they  manufactured  sulphuric  and  hydrochloric  acids,  and 
about  forty  tons  a  week  of  the  sulphate.  Their  storehouses  are 
built  of  bricks,  and  the  sulphate  is  heaped  up  about  10  feet,  and 
kept  for  one  to  three  months  before  being  shipped.  He 
remembered  50  tons  being  heaped  against  the  wall  for  three 
years,  and  it  had  caused  no  damage  to  the  bricks  or  mortar.  The 
jury  ultimately  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  for  whom  judgment  was 
given  with  a  stay  of  execution  for  fourteen  days. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Scottish  Drug  Deput  Liquidation. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday,  February  17, 
another  petition  was  presented  for  the  winding-up  of  the 
Scottish  Drug  Depot  under  the  supervision  of  the  Court. 
The  petitioners  were  H.  Bronnley  &  Co.  (Limited),  soap 
manufacturers,  31  and  35  Danbury  Street,  Islington,  London, 
and  Dobson,  Molle  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  stationers 
and  paper  manufacturers,  Edinburgh.  The  former  company 
are  creditors  of  the  depot  to  the  extent  of  66Z.  3s.  Id.,  and 
the  latter  for  14Z.  4s.  3d.  Their  Lordships  sent  the  petition 
to  the  summer  roll. 

Defective  Sparklets. 
Mr.  Justice  Channell,  sitting  with  a  common  jury  in  the 
King's  Bench  Division  on  Thursday,  February  11,  heard  the  i 


action  of  Aerators  (Limited)  v.  Webber,  in  which  the  plaintiff 
company  asked  for  the  return  of  certain  gocds,  their  property, 
alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully  detained  by  the  defendant, 
for  damages,  and  for  an  injunction  restraining  him  from 
parting  with  the  goods.  It  appeared  that  the  defendant,  who 
had  done  cartage-work  for  the  plaintiffs,  presented  himself 
at  the  plaintiffs'  works  at  Crayford,  and  said  he  had  been 
sold  about  three  tons  of  defective  capsules,  to  be  delivered 
to  him  at  Crayford.  The  storekeeper,  who  was  in  charge, 
telephoned  to  the  head  establishment  at  Edmonton,  was 
answered  by  a  clerk  who  told  him  it  was  all  right,  and 
delivered  the  capsules  over  to  the  defendant.  The  cleik, 
however,  had  no  authority  to  do  this,  as  it  was  a  strict  rule 
that  defective  capsules  were  not  to  be  parted  with,  as  they 
might  get  on  the  market  and  injure  plaintiffs'  business. 
Defendant,  on  being  applied  to,  refused  to  deliver  up  the 
capsules  except  on  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  or  alter- 
natively he  asked  for  cartage- work.  He  now  said  the 
plaintiffs  promised  to  give  him  cartage- work,  and  counter- 
claimed  for  damages  for  breach  of  the  contract.  The 
plaintiffs  denied  that  they  had  made  any  such  contract. 
After  hearing  evidence,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant.  His  Lordship  expressed  disapproval  of  their 
finding,  but  entered  judgment  for  the  defendant,  granting 
plaintiffs  a  stay  of  execution  for  a  fortnight. 

The  Arsenical- glucose  Damages. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  in  the  King's  Bench  Division, 
Mr.  Justice  Bruce  had  again  before  him,  for  assessment  of 
damages,  the  case  of  Bjstock  v.  Nicholson,  consequent  on 
the  defendants  supplying  the  plaintiffs  with  vitriol  contain- 
ing arsenic. 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  K.C.,  who,  with  Mr.  Tindal 
Atkinson,  K.C,  and  Mr.  Lush,  EG.,  appeared  for  the 
defendants,  asked  that  judgment  should  be  entered  for  the 
defendants,  as  they  had  paid  into  court  1,000/.,  which  wasv- 
far  in  excess  of  any  damages  to  which  plaintiffs  could  be 
entitled.  All  they  could  claim  was  in  respect  of  253  tons  of 
sulphuric  acid  delivered  contrary  to  contract,  and  the  measure, 
of  damages  must  be  the  difference  between  the  market- value 
of  the  goods  which  the  defendants  supplied  and  the  value 
in  the  market  of  the  goods  which  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to 
receive. 

Mr.  Kussell,  K.C.  (with  whom  was  Mr.  Danckwerts,  K.C.),, 
for  the  plaintiffs,  submitted  that,  his  Lordship  having  found 
that  there  had  been  a  breach  of  contract  by  the  defendants, 
the  question  now  to  be  dealt  with  was  what  the  damages 
were.  He  submitted  that  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover 
on  the  breach  of  warranty,  for  the  glucose  which  was 
spoiled  by  the  use  of  impure  acid,  for  the  loss  of  their- 
business  and  goodwill,  and  also  the  amount  of  damages 
claimed  against  them  by  brewers  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
tamination of  their  beer.  He  quoted  a  number  of  authorities 
in  support  of  his  contentions.  He  also  denisd  that 
defendants  were  relieved  from  responsibility  because  of 
plaintiffs  not  examining  the  acid  as  they  received  it  and 
thus  detecting  the  arsenic. 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  K.C  ,  followed  at  considerable  length 
for  the  defendants,  and  again  contended  that  judgment  should 
be  entered  for  defendants,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  paid 
more  than  the  actual  damage  into  court.  He  raised  the 
points  that  the  plaintiffs  had  been  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence  in  not  examining  the  acid  as  they  received  it., 
and  said  the  defendants  could  not  be  held  responsible  for 
their  loss  of  business  or  for  the  claims  made  against  them 
by  brewers,  because  plaintiffs  never  informed  them  of  the 
purpose  for  which  they  required  the  acid.  The  only  sum 
for  which  plaintiffs  could  be  held  liable  was  the  difference 
in  the  value  of  the  acid  supplied  and  that  which  plaintiffs 
might  have  had  to  buy,  and  that  was  587/.  10s.,  and  they 
had  paid  1,000/.  into  court.  He  therefore  asked  for  judg- 
ment for  defendants. 

His  Lordship  said  he  would  give  his  decision  on  an  early 
day. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Cp.eam  of  Tartar 

At  the  Stratford  Police  Court,  on  Febmary  13,  Joseph  Picken, 
i  21  High  Street  North,  East  Ham,  was  summoned  for  selling 
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cream  of  tartar  whioh,  on  being  submitted  to  the  public 
analyst,  was  found  to  contain  lead  in  the  proportion  of  f  gr. 
to  1  lb.  Defendant  produced  the  invoice  relating  to  the 
sample,  which  was  bought  in  1899.  He  had  not  heard  of 
prosecutions  for  cream  of  tartar.  In  mitigation,  attention 
was  called  to  the  extremely  small  quantity  of  this  foreign 
matter.  The  analysis  really  meant  that  if  they  took  a  pound 
and  divided  it  into  7,680  parts,  and  took  one  of  the  parts,  that 
was  the  extent  of  the  offence.  Furthermore,  in  the  old 
Pharmacopoeia  the  presence  of  lead  was  never  suspected,  and 
it  came  about  through  mixing  it  in  leaden  vessels,  which 
assimilated  some  parts  of  the  lead.  The  first  proceedings 
were  taken  in  1903,  almost  before  the  new  Pharmacopoeia 
was  issued.    The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  51.,  and  4s.  costs. 

At  the  Melton  Mowbray  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  before  Mr.  K.  Dalgliesh,  Dr.  Powell,  and  Mr.  Josiah 
•Gill  (chemist),  the  Magistrates,  Kobert  Whiteley  Brownlow, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Melton  Mowbray,  was  charged,  under 
Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with  selling 
cream  of  tartar  not  of  the  nature  and  substance  demanded 
by  the  purchaser.  Mr.  Geo.  Kowlatt,  from  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county,  appeared  to  prosecute ; 
and  Mr.  Kirby  (of  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby,  London) 
defended  on  behalf  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association. 

Mr.  Rowlatt,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  sample  pur- 
chased from  defendant  contained  f  gr.  of  lead  to  the  pound. 
If  a  person  sold  an  article  on  which  he  had  obtained  a 
warranty  as  to  purity,  provided  it  was  proved  that  the  article 
before  the  Court  was  the  particular  one  comprised  in  the 
warranty,  he  would  be  absolved  from  the  consequences  of 
selling  such  article,  and  it  was  then  the  duty  of  the  prosecu- 
tion, if  the  article  was  foucd  to  be  impure,  to  proceed 
against  those  who  had  given  the  warranty.  In  this  case  it 
seemed  that  the  defendant  had  purchased  the  cream  of 
tartar  under  a  warranty,  but  in  order  that  a  conviction  could 
lie  against  the  warrantors  it  was  necessary  that  proceedings 
should  be  taken  within  six  months  of  the  giviDg  of  the 
warranty.  In  this  particular  instance  the  warranty  was 
given  on  May  18,  thus  the  wholesale  house  could  not  be 
proceeded  against.  He  (Mr.  Kowlatt)  was  satisfied  that  the 
letters  B.P.  (British  Pharmacopoeia)  were  on  the  price-list 
from  which  the  article  was  ordered  by  the  defendant,  and 
he  was  therefore  prepared  to  admit  that  the  defendant  could 
be  dismissed  from  the  case. 

Mr.  Kirby  then  called  the  defendant,  who  deposed  that 
the  drug  was  purchased  from  a  Hull  firm,  and  that  he  sold 
it  exactly  as  received.  He  recognised  the  order  and  invoice 
produced  as  relating  to  the  consignment  from  which  this 
particular  sample  was  taken.  His  order  called  for  cream  of 
tanar  of  "  B.P."  strength. 

Mr.  Kirby  pointed  out  that,1  although  warranty  had  been 
set  up,  the  analysis  was  disputed,  and  if  the  plea  of 
warranty  failed  he  would  ask  for  an  adjournment,  in  order 
that  the  reserve  sample  might  be  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment authorities. 

The  Magistrates  said  they  had  no  hesitation  in  dismissing 
the  case  as  they  considered  the  fault  was  entirely  at  the 
door  of  those  who  had  given  the  warranty.  At  the  same 
time  the  British  public  would  suffer,  and  they  thought  it 
quite  right  that  those  proceedings  had  been  instituted. 
They  acquitted  Mr.  Brownlow  of  all  blame  in  the  matter. 

[We  understand  that  other  cream-of-tartar  cases  are 
pending  in  the  neighbourhood.] 


County  Court  Cases. 

The  Chemist  and  his  Motor. 

At  the  Andover  County  Court,  on  February  10,  Francis  Blake 
Wride,  chemist  and  druggist,  Southampton,  was  sued  by 
William  John  Kandall,  motor  agent,  of  Andover,  for 
U.  15s.  5d.  for  repairs  to  a  motor  cycle.  Defendant  had  paid 
7s.  into  Court,  and  disputed  the  remainder  of  the  claim  on 
the  ground  that  the  repairs  had  not  been  properly  executed 
by  the  plaintiff's  workmen.  In  support  of  this  contention  an 
engineer  was  called  as  an  expert,  who  produced  the  essential 
parts  of  the  motor-cycle  in  Court  and  fully  explained  to 
Jndge  Gye  in  what  particulars  the  repairs  gave  evidence  of 
bad  workmanship,  and  the  effect  these  had  on  the  cycle 
The  Judge,  after  putting  a  series  of  pointed  questions  to  the 


plaintiff  and  his  workmen,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
defendant's  contention  was  justified,  and  gave  judgment 
only  for  the  amount  paid  into  Court,  and  allowed  the 
defendant  his  costs. 

A  Traveller's  Dispute. 

At  the  Shoreditch  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge 
Smyly,  K.C.,  Messrs.  Levi,  Jones  &c  Co.  (Limited),  opticians. 
&c,  Hoxton  Square,  Hoxton,  su«d  a  former  traveller,  named 
Barker,  to  recover  4/.  8s.  money  lent,  and  the  value  of 
samples.  The  plaintiffs'  representative  said  he  erjgaged 
defendant  to  travel,  but  as  he  had  no  money  to  start  with 
he  was  given  31.,  and  the  samples  he  started  with  were 
valued  at  11.  8s.  The  orders  he  sent  in  were  not  executed, 
as  the  firm  knew  the  proposed  customers  were  no  good,  and 
the  defendant,  on  hearing  his  orders  were  not  executed,  sent 
x  written  notice  cancelling  his  agreement.  He  never  re- 
turned either  the  31.  or  the  samples,  but  sent  in  a  claim  for 
over  62.  for  commission,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent.,  and 
asserted  that  the  31.  was  not  a  loan,  but  the  agreed  sum  for 
expenses.  Defendant  still  said  so,  but  his  Honour  said  that  the 
written  agreement  completely  negatived  any  such  terms,  and 
gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  with  costs. 

The  Wart-remover. 

At  the  Stone  (N.  Staffs)  County  Court,  on  February  15,  before 
Judge  Mulholland,  K.C.,  a  Burston  sanitary- ware  manu- 
facturer sued  Mr.  Frank  H.  Jenkins  (as  executor  for  the  late 
T.  H.  Jenkins),  chemist  and  druggist,  Stone,  Staffs,  for  11/., 
loss  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  forced  sale  of  a 
heifer,  and  the  veterinary  fees  of  Mr.  Carles5,  of  Stafford. 
Plaintiff's  case  was  that  he  had  a  valuable  heifer  which  had 
some  warts  on  its  teats.  His  cattleman  sent  a  note  to  the 
late  Mr.  T.  H.  Jenkins  asking  for  "  something  to  remove 
warts  from  a  calving  heifer's  teats."  The  ointment  was 
supplied  by  the  assistant,  and  was  used  by  the  cattleman, 
and  on  a  second  application  the  heifer  was  in  evident  pain. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Jenkins,  veterinary  surgeon,  was  then  sent  for,  and 
on  being  shown  the  ointment  he  was  alleged  to  have  said  he 
knew  the  stuff,  and  it  would  burn  a  hole  through  anything. 
The  heifer  got  worse,  and  then  Mr.  Carless,  of  Stafford, 
advised  its  sale  for  slaughtering  purposf  s.  It  was  contended 
that  the  ointment,  which  contained  arsenic,  was  an  improper 
remedy  for  warts  on  teats.  The  defence  was  that  the  oint- 
ment was  a  proper  remedy,  but  that  it  had  been  administered 
by  an  improper  hand,  and  one  unaccustomed  to  its  use ;  and 
evidence  was  called  to  this  effect.  Alfred  Martin,  assistant 
to  the  late  Mr.  Jenkins,  said  the  ointment  was  composed  of 
1  dr.  of  arsenic  to  an  ounce  of  soft  soap,  and  that  was  the 
ordinary  formula.  He  told  the  boy  who  brought  the  note 
that  he  must  be  careful  in  its  use.  The  Judge  held  that  the 
remedy  was  a  proper  one,  which  had  been  applied  by  an 
unaccustomed  hand,  and  he  gave  a  verdict  for  the  defen- 
dant. 

Travellers  and  Enforced  Guarantees. 
At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  Wednesday,  February  17, 
before  Judge  Edge,  the  Benson  Manufacturing  Company 
(Limited),  96  St.  John  Street,  Clerkenwell,  E.C,  were  sued  by 
Mr.  Wm.  Fredk.  Carling,  commercial  traveller,  74  Cotbam 
Street,  Bristol,  to  recover  50Z.,  a  balance  due  for  salary  and  in 
lieu  of  notice.  Mr.  O'Connor,  for  the  plaintiff,  said  that  last 
July  he  was  engaged  by  the  defendants  for  the  sale  of  their 
specialities  in  Wales,  Cornwall,  and  the  West  of  England.  He 
was  to  receive  11.  a  week,  to  include  all  expenses,  an  i  he  gave 
Eugene  Rimmel  (Limited)and  Messrs.  Keevil,  Webb,  Farden  & 
Co.  (Limited)  as  references.  About  a  week  later  he  was  called 
to  London  by  the  defendant  company,  who  said  he  must  find 
a  guarantee  for  100Z.  The  plaintiff  applied  to  one  society, 
but  they  declined,  so  he  offered  a  bill  of  sale  on  his  furniture, 
which  the  defendants  agreed  to  accept.  Plaintiff  found  that 
defendants  were  not  properly  executing  orders,  and  he  wrote 
to  defendants  that  as  he  had  no  money  to  collect  a  guarantee 
was  unnecessary,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  the  company  a 
month's  notice.  In  reply  he  received  a  telegram  that  he 
must  consider  himself  no  longer  in  their  employ.  He  now 
claimed  three  months'  notice  as  customary  in  the  druggists' 
sundries,  perfumery,  and  hairdressing  trades — in  all  77/. ;  but 
to  bring  the  case  within  the  scope  of  the  County  Court  put 
in  a  general  claim  of  50/.  The  plaintiff  was  called  and  bore 
out  his  counsel's  opening,  but  was  closely  cro„-s-examined  by 
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Mr.  Ricardo  for  the  defendant?.  He  denied  that  it  was 
stipulated  that  if  his  references  were  not  satisfactory  he 
was  to  find  a  guarantee.  It  was  true  that  he  left  a  firm  at 
Barnsbury  through  a  dispute  during  which  they  accused  him 
of  receiving  moneys  and  not  accounting  for  them,  but  it  was 
a  matter  of  commission. 

Mr.  Ricardo :  And  if  the  managing  director  of  Rimmels 
said  the  same  in  respect  to  your  leaving  them,  would  that 
be  a  libel  on  your  character.'  Plaintiff:  Most  certainly. 
It  was  a  matter  of  commission  account.  He  further  denied 
that  it  was  customary  for  travellers  to  supply  guarantees, 
or  that  it  was  necessarily  a  traveller's  duty  to  collect 
accounts. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Arthur  Van  Zwanenberg,  managing 
director  of  the  defendant  company,  said  he  engaged  the 
plaintiff  subject  to  his  references  being  of  the  highest 
character,  failing  which  he  was  to  find  a  guarantee  or 
security  of  some  kind.  The  references  were  not  wholly 
satisfactory,  and  the  Guarantee  Society  refused  piaintiff's 
own  application.  The  plaintiff  then  offered  the  bill  of 
sale,  but  as  he  declined  to  carry  that  through  the  company 
refu-ed  to  go  on  with  his  engagement.  He  had  been  paid 
up  to  date. 

His  Honour  said  every  employer  has  the  right  to  demand 
a  guarantee,  whether  the  traveller  collects  accounts  or  not, 
because  there  is  the  value  of  the  samples,  apart  from  other 
matters,  to  be  considered.  The  plaintiff's  contention  that  a 
guarantee  was  unnecessary  was  waived  by  his  own  conduct 
in  trying  to  get  one,  and  by  so  doing  he  was  admitting  the 
fact  th-it  his  references  were  not  of  the  best.  The  plaintiff 
had  clearly  admitted  that  he  declined  to  find  the  security  as 
arranged,  and  therefore  he  broke  the  bargain  and  could  have 
no  claim.  Judgment  must  therefore  be  for  the  defendants, 
with  costs. 


Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

A  Packer's  Accident. 

At  the  Shoreditch  County  Court,  on  February  18,  Judge 
Smyly,  K.C.,  delivered  his  award  in  the  arbitration  under 
the  above  Act  in  the  case  of  King  v.  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons, 
as  reported  in  the  Supplement  of  our  last  issue.  His 
Honour  said  that  after  careful  consideration  of  the  evidence 
he  held  that  the  injury  arose  in  the  course  of  applicant's 
employment  with  the  respondents.  He  doubted  if  the 
momentary  act  of  larking  on  the  part  of  Medlock  (the 
second  packer)  was  sufficient  to  relieve  the  respondents 
from  liability,  seeing  that  it  was  not  proved  that  the  appli- 
cant was  also  larking.  As  to  whether  the  accident  brought 
about  the  applicant's  blindness,  he  held  that  the  appli- 
cant's previous  weak  eyesight  had  possibly  accelerated  the 
blindness,  but  the  accident  and  not  disease  was  the  primary 
cau-e  of  the  applicant's  present  condition.  As  the  wages 
were  24s  a  week,  he  awarded  12s.  a  week,  with  costs  on  the 
"  0"  scale.  He  would  also  certify  for  counsel  and  allow 
the  qualifying  fee  for  the  two  doctors.  Mr.  Willis  formally 
applied  for  leave  to  appeal.  His  Honour  said  that  the  case 
was  undo  'btedly  one  for  a  High  Court  decision,  and  granted 
a  stay  of  execution,  but  on  the  understanding  that  in  the 
interim  the  respondents  pay  the  applicant  6s.  a  week,  and 
pay  the  balance  into  court,  with  costs. 


Bankruptcy  IReport, 


Be  William  Stevens,  lately  trading  at  677  Romford  Road, 
Manor  Park,  as  W.  Goyne-Stevena,  Chemist.— The  public  exa- 
mination of  this  debtor  was  held  on  February  16  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  before  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater.  The  accounts 
show  liabilities  570?.  Is.  ML.,  against  assets  23?.  10s.  In  the 
course  of  his  evidence  the  debtor  stated  that  he  opened  the  busi- 
ness at  Manor  Park  in  September,  1895,  at  a  cost  of  300?.,  which 
he  borrowed  from  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Pankhurst,  who  was  a 
present  creditor  for  350?.  The  business  was  unsuccessful,  and  in 
December,  1902,  he  told  his  father-in-law  the  position  of  affairs. 
The  latter  thereupon  demanded  some  security  for  his  debt, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  have  a  charge  upon  the  lease. 
Witness  kept  on  the  business  until  last  December,  when,  being 
unable  to_ continue  any  longer,  he  sold  it  right  out  for  100?.  The 
examination  was  concluded. 


Graoe  Botes. 


"Property  in  Trade-marks"  is  the  title  of  a  book  of 
134  pages  issued  by  Messrs.  Brewer  &  Son,  33  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.  This  is  the  second  and  enlarged  edition  of  a 
book  brought  out  two  years  ago,  and  is  a  readable  accjunt 
of  the  present  state  of  the  law  in  regard  to  trade-marks.  The 
book  is  publishtd  at  2s  6(1. 

Messrs.  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited),  25  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C.,  have  issued  a  new  price-list  of  foods,  medi- 
cines, and  requisites  for  sporting  estates,  which  contains 
chapters  by  practical  men  on  the  rearing  of  pheasants,  wild 
ducks,  and  partridges  on  the  French  system.  They  will 
forward  a  copy,  post  paid,  to  any  of  our  subscribers  who 
drop  them  a  postcard.    It  is  an  artistically  produced  book. 

"  Vichy  "  in  Syphon.— The  latest  "  Idris  "  speciality  is 
Vichy  water  in  syphons.  The  Idris  "Vichy  "  is  a  carbonated 
solution  of  Vichy  salts  in  distilled  water.  The  salts  are 
submitted  to  analytical  tests  to  ensure  the  purity  and 
strength  of  the  aerated  preparation  and  to  secure  freedom 
from  the  organic  contamination  sometimes  found  in  natural 
mineral  waters.  Price-list  and  full  particulars  may  be  ob- 
tained from  Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.  (Limited ),  Camden  Town,  N.W. 

Lofoten  Cod-liver  Oil. — Messrs.  Randall  &  Son 
(Limited),  Southampton,  have  received  their  first  supply  of 
this  season's  cod-liver  oil  made  in  the  Lofotens  from  fish 
caught  there.  This  is  the  first  sample  of  1904  Lofoten  oil 
which  has  come  to  us,  and  the  oil  shows  a  marked  improve- 
ment over  the  1903  product,  which  was  darker  than  usual  and 
had  a  kippered  ta-iie — if  the  term  may  be  allowed.  This 
new  oil  comes  back  to  the  pale  straw  tint  so  much  favoured, 
and  odour  and  taste  are  unobjectionable. 

"  Dentistry  for  Chemists."— This  is  the  title  of  a 
useful  and  business-producing  little  pamphlet  issued  by 
Messrs.  Wardale  &  Co.,  of  132  High  Street  North,  East 
Ham,  E.  The  way  for  the  chemist  to  increase  his  income  by 
this  profitable  side-line  is  succinctly  set  forth,  and  the 
opinions  of  chemists  throughout  the  country  who  have  tried 
the  Wardale  system  as  printed  in  the  pamphlet  show  the 
extent  to  which  the  scheme  may  be  developed.  A  copy  of 
the  pamphlet  will  be  forwarded  to  any  subscriber  who 
sends  to  Messrs.  Wardale  &  Co.  a  stamp  to  cover  postage. 

Twin-feed  Neptune  Fountain  Pen. — This  British-made 
pen  (Messrs.  Burge,  Warren  &  Ridgley,  Limited,  91  and 
92  Great  Saffron  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  are  the  manufacturers) 
is  an  elegant  production  in  smooth  polished  vulcanite 
decorated  with  two  plain  gold  bands.  It  is  fitted  with  a 
British-made  14-carat  gold  nib  and  the  feed  is  ingeniously 
arranged  to  uive  an  even  flow  of  ink  without  flooding.  It 
retails  at  10s  6rl.,  and  is  well  worth  the  money.  We  use 
one,  and  find  it  easy  and  comfortable  to  wiite  with.  A 
special  offer  to  chemists  is  beiog  made  by  the  manufacturers 
of  samples  at  4s.  6d.  each. 

Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Artillery  Lane,  E ,  are  the 
publishers  of  a  compact  and  carefully  compiled  "  Herbal  and 
Family  Medical  Guide,"  which  is  supplied  to  chemists  and 
herbalists  for  sale  at  the  popular  price  of  Id.,  and  bearing 
the  distributor's  name  and  advertisements.  The  "  Guide  " 
consists  of  forty-eight  pages  and  cover,  and  contains  a  list 
of  herbs  with  their  medicinal  properties.  Another  portion 
of  the  "  Gaide  "  gives  instructions  for  the  herbal  treatment 
of  diseases;  a  descriptive  list  of  old  and  new  remedies  and 
their  uses;  chapters  on  the  stomach  and  the  eye,  and  on 
"The  Philosophy  of  Medical  Botany."  The  booklet  is  well 
illustratsd. 

Window-dressings  and  Bonuses. — "1,000?.  cash  for 
our  customers  "  is  the  tempting  bait  held  out  to  purchasers 
of  Hall's  wine  and  Keystone  burgundy,  &c,  by  Messrs. 
Stephen  Smith  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Bow,  E.  The  schemes  by 
which  this  desirable  amount  (or,  at  least,  a  share  of  it)  may 
be  secured  are  set  forth  in  an  attractive  pamphlet  issued  by 
the  company,  a  copy  of  which  interested  pharmacists  ought 
to  secure.  A  window-dressing  competition  is  one  of  the 
features.  This  means  a  cash  prize  (first,  21?.),  a  5  per- cent, 
bonus  on  Hall's  wine  and  Keystone  beef-wine,  and  case- 
allowance  on  other  proprietaries.  As  the  competition  is 
available  only  between  March  1  and  21,  intending  com- 
petitors had  better  lose  no  time. 
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Scientific  progress. 


Adulterated  Arecollne. — Areooline  hydrochloride  has  the 
same  therapeutic  effect  as  pilocarpine  hydrochloride,  but  in  ten 
times  less  degree.  In  veterinary  practice  it  is  used  as  a  purgative 
in  doses  of  3  gr.  by  subcutaneous  injection.  A  preparation  ana- 
lysed by  Perrier  ("Bulletin  de3  Scienc.  Pharmacol,"  1903,  ii.  167) 
prepared  in  France,  which  caused  the  death  of  two  horses,  con- 
sisted of  a  mixture  of  two  parts  pilocarpine  hydrochloride  and  a 
very  poisonous  substance  which  showed  the  veratrine  reaction. 

Colour-reactions  of  Yohimbine  —  This  alkaloid,  the 
principal  constituent  of  yohimbehe-bark,  can  be  detected,  accord- 
ing to  Meillere  ("Journ.  Pharm.  Chim."  (6)  18,385),  by  the  wine- 
red  coloration  it  furnishes  when  warmed  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid 
containing  a  trace  of  glucose  or  sucrose.  The  alkaloid  also 
leaves  when  evaporated  with  nitric  acid  a  bitter  yellow  residue 
-which  dissolves  to  a  brown  liquid  in  ammonia.  Utz,  who  has 
"tried  the  foregoing  colour-reactions  ("  Apoth.  Zeit ,"  18,  816-817), 
states  that  the  first  is  also  given  by  sesame  oil  and  a  great 
-variety  of  other  organic  substances. 

Saponins  of  trie  Seeds    of  Entada   Scandens.  — 

Rosenthaler  has  examined  these  seeds  {"  Arch,  der  Pharm.," 
'2 41 ,614-616),  and  finds  that  they  contain  two  glucosides  which  he 
has  named  entadasaponins  A  and  B.  The  former  was  separated 
from  the  latter  by  fractional  precipitation  with  barium  hydroxide 
and  re-generation  with  carbon  dioxide.  It  has  not  been  obtained 
pure.  Entadasaponin  B  (C15H.22O10)  is  a  white  hygroscopic  powder 
which  becomes  brown  at  110°  ;  it  is  very  soluble  in  water  and  less 
so  in  alcohol.  When  hydrolysed  by  ebullition  with  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid  it  furnishes  galictoss,  sapogenin  (C30Hj0O6),  and  a 
third,  amorphous  gum-like  substance. 

Austrian  Turpentine.—  Tschirch  and  Schmidt  have  exa- 
mined the  resin  balsam  obtained  from  Pinus  laricio,  Poiret,  grown 
in  Lower  Austria  ("  Arch,  der  Pharm.,"  241,570-588).  They  find 
that  it  contains  laricopinic  acid  (O21HS0O3),  a  white,  optically 
inactive  powder  ;  laricopinonic  acid  (CioH.w04),  which  is  crystalline, 
i  melts  at  97°,  and  has  the  acid-number  18107-185-45  (the  silver 
salt  is  white  and  amorphous) ;  and  laricopinoressne,  which  is 
uncrystallisable.  The  paper  also  contains  an  interesting  resumi 
■of  our  present  knowledge  of  the  resin  acids  of  the  Coniferce, 
^which  Tschirch  divides  into  two  classes,  typically  represented  by 
■abietic  and  pimaric  acids  respectively. 

Economic  Products  from  German  Colonies. —The 
current  number  of  "  Der  Tropenpflanzer,"  8,  43,  the  organ  of  the 
German  Economic  Society,  contains  several  notes  relating  to  gums 
and  resins  whose  commercial  possibilities  have  been  investigated 
at  the  instigation  of  the  Society.  Among  these  are  the  resin  of 
Sareocaulon  rigidum,  which  appears  to  be  a  kind  of  dammar 
suitable  for  varnish-making,  and  Commiphora  gum,  which  is  a 
partially  soluble  gum  unsuitable  for  pharmaceutical  purposes,  but 

-which  Tschirch  thinks  may  be  utilised  as  a  very  cheap  gum  for 
certain  industrial  purposes.    The  latex  of  a  supposed  rubber-tree 

-from  Brazil  has  also  been  examined  and  found  to  furnish  a  very 

.resinous  guttapercha  substitute  of  poor  quality. 

Oil  of  Petitgrain.— In  the  current  issue  of  the  "  Bulletin  ' 
of  the  French  Chemical  Society  (1903,  1088)  a  paper  appears  by 
Jeancard  and  Satie  on  oil  of  petitgrain.  They  have  examined  a 
number  of  oils  for  several  years,  and  attempt  to  show  that  the 
.  climatic  variations,  &c,  have  some  definite  influence  on  the  con- 
stants of  the  oils.  The  following  are  the  mean  figures  for  the  past 
.five  years  : 

1899     1900     1901       1902  1903 

Sp.  gr  0  8906  0  8884  0  8911    0'8916     0  8880 

Rotation    -4°6'  -4°58'  -4°55'   -3°44'  -1°28' 

-Solubility  in  70-per- 
cent, alcohol     ...    1  in  3    1  in  3    1  in  3    1  in  2  9    1  in  3'8 
Saponification- value    159'6     1568     154  7     158-9  141-0 

"The  authors  claim  that  a  low  temperature  assists  the  process 
of  esterification  and  retards  the  formation  of  free  alcohols. 

The  Separation  of  Sugars. — The  determination  of  the 
quantity  of  maltose  in  the  presence  of  glucose  is  frequently 
required,  and  is  an  easy  matter  when  the  two  sugars  exist  in  such 
amounts  that  the  reducing  power  and  the  polarimetric  value  can 
be  determined.  Grimbert  ("  Repertoire  de  Pharmacie,"  1903, 
497)  verifies  the  accuracy  of  a  method  of  separation  depending  on 
the  solubility  of  maltosazone  in  acetone  and  the  insolubility  of 
glucosazone.  Grimbert  takes  20  c.c.  of  the  sugar  solution  and 
adds  1  c.c.  of  phenylhydrazine  and  1  c.c.  of  glacial  acetic  acid. 
The  mixture  is  warmed  on  a  water-bath  for  an  hour,  and  the 
osazone  is  collected  and  washed  with  water  and  then  with  ben- 
zene. It  is  then  dried  at  100°.  The  whole  is  next  treated  with 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  acetone  and  water,  which  dissolves 
out  the  maltosazone  and  leaves  the  glucosazone.  The  separation 
is  claimed  to  be  very  delicate. 


TTbe  IRalefooscope. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Mace, 

A  black  ebony  nutmeg  covered  with  17-carat  gold,  with  a  staff 
of  Langavit.a  officinalis. 


Canaoian  motes. 


Do  Athletics  interfere  with  the  best  physical  and  mental 
development  of  the  students,  was  the  question  debated  at 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  McGill  Medical  Society 
recently.  After  an  animated  debate,  the  negative  was 
declared  victorious. 

The  most  Disastrous  Fire  in  Quebec  for  some  time 
past  has  occurred  in  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Edmond  Morin 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists.  The  loss  was  very  great,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  damage  to  the  extent  of  fully  ,#15,000  is 
uncovered  by  insurance.  Messrs.  Edmond  Morin  &  Co. 
resumed  their  business  without  delay. 

Buttermilk  as  an  Aconite  Antidote  —From  Winnipeg 
it  is  reported  that  Henry  Pullen,  a  young  farmer,  of  Odena, 
and  his  hired  man,  John  Powell,  have  been  poisoned, 
owing  t->  their  having  drunk  by  mistake  from  a  bottle  of 
aconite  before  their  breakfast.  To  allay  his  suffering  Powell 
partook  of  buttermilk  freely,  and  this  probably  saved  his 
life.  Pullen  was  not  so  fortunate,  as  he,  while  joking  with 
Powell,  fell  forward  dead. 

Visit  of  the  Curies. — Considerable  interest  is  being 
excited  at  the  McGill  University,  Montreal,  by  the  probable 
visit  of  M.  and  Mme.  Curie,  the  discoverers  of  radium.  They 
have  been  invited  to  attend  the  International  Scientific 
Congress,  which  meets  in  St.  Louis  about  the  middle  of 
September  next,  when  it  is  hoped  they  will  pay  a  visit  to 
McGill,  as  Professor  Rutherford,  who  is  one  of  the  greatest 
exponents  of  the  new  metal,  met  both  M.  and  Mme.  Curie 
during  his  stay  in  Paris  last  summer.  It  is  said  that  the 
distinguished  couple  will  deliver  a  series  of  lectures  on 
radium  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  will  inci- 
dentally investigate  reports  that  deposits  of  pitch-blende  in 
paying  quantities  have  been  found  in  several  parts  of  the 
country. 
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Observations  arte  IReflecttons. 

By.  Xrayser. 


The  Dispensing  Discussion 

in  the  medical  journals  and  in  a 
few  of  the  daily  papers  is  not  bad  for  us,  but  let  no  one 
imagine  there  is  anything  serious  about  it  at  present.  Some 
irresponsible  person  has  suggested  it  for  discussion  at  a  local 
doctors'  association  ;  that  is  the  only  definite  basis  for  the 
commotion  ;  and  probably  there  are  not  five  medical  men  in 
England,  let  alone  Parliament,  who  would  back  the  proposal. 
So  the  gentlemen  who  are  writing  to  the  "Lancet"  calling 
upon  the  profession  to  defend  their  rights  to  the  last  ditch 
may  as  well  save  their  valour  for  another  occasion.  Legis- 
lators will  never  interfere  to  separate  prescribing  and  dis- 
pensing unless  they  are  scared  into  doiDg  so  by  such 
arguments  as  Mr.  Idris  brought  forward  at  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  last  year.  They  will  certainly  not  do  so 
for  the  sake  of  advancing  the  dignity  of  medicine  or  of 
improving  the  pay  of  pharmacists,  but  they  may  some  day 
realise  that  the  foundations  of  the  universe  are  shaky  if  the 
man  who  supplies  the  physic  is  also  the  man  who  writes  the 
death-certificate. 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council 

has  been  singularly  apa- 
thetic on  the  company-question  in  recent  years.  Five  or  six 
years  ago,  under  Mr.  Downes's  leadership,  the  extirpation  of 
the  evil  was  raised  to  the  level  of  an  almost  sacred  duty. 
Latterly,  however,  and  coincidentally  with  the  exhibition  of 
a  little  spirit  in  the  attack  on  this  side,  official  pharmacy  in 
Dublin  has  been  quiescent ;  probably  the  shoe  has  not  been 
pinchiug  But  at  last  it  seems  something  definite  is  to  be 
proposed,  and  I  am  rather  curious  to  see  the  Irish  alternative 
to  our  Clause  7,  for  I  assume  that  Mount  Street  will  hardly 
bring  itself  to  follow  Bloomsbury.  Why  cannot  the  two 
Councils  confer  and  agree  to  work  together  ?  A  very 
pertinent  question,  but  the  answer  to  it  is  almost  as  obvious  : 
When  two  persons  ride  one  horse  one  must  ride  behind.  It 
is  a  pity,  because  the  Irish  Society  has  greater  parliamentary 
influence  than  we  have.  Capitalist  control  is  not  much  of 
a  factor  with  Irish  M.P.s.  If,  however,  the  two  bodies  can- 
not work  together,  one  will  still  help  the  other  if  both 
proceed  on  parallel,  if  not  identical,  lines. 

Hemlock, 

the  subject  of  Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright's  latest 
investigations,  is  one  of  the  famous  drugs  of  history.  It  was 
for  ever  consecrated  by  the  deaths  of  the  great  Athenians 
Socrates  and  Phocion,  and  it  was  one  of  the  instruments  by 
which  Seneca  tried  vainly  to  shuffle  off  this  mortal  coil  at 
the  command  of  Nero.  Christison  did  not  believe  that  the 
hemlock  of  the  Athenians  was  our  hemlock,  but  his  doubts 
have  not  been  widely  shared.  The  most  remarkable  story 
concerning  hemlock  is  told  by  Valerius  Maximus,  who,  how- 
ever, is  not  regarded  as  a  trustworthy  narrator.  He  relates 
that  in  his  time  (which  was  in  our  first  century)  the  public 
authorities  of  Marseilles  kept  a  preparation  of  hemlock, 
which  they  doled  out  to  the  wretches  who  could  satisfy 
them  that  they  had  sufficient  reasons  for  putting  an  end  to 
their  existence. 

As  a  Remedy 

hemlock  has  had  a  chequered  career.  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  used  it  in  medical  practice  externally 
only.  It  became  popular  with  Ambrose  Pare  and  his  con- 
temporaries in  the  sixteenth  century,  but  then  it  dropped  out 
of  use  for  about  two  hundred  years.    In  1760  Storck,  of 


Vienna,  who  was  then  the  Dean  of  the  medical  world,  created 
intense  interest  throughout  Europe  by  reporting  that  he  had 
cured  many  cases  of  cancer  with  it.  In  England,  France, 
Italy,  and  Germany  a  controversy  raged  for  years,  but  the 
ultimate  verdict  was  against  Storck's  claims.  Since  then 
various  medical  writers  have  commended  hemlock  in  gout, 
tumours,  and  venereal  affections.  Just  now,  Mr.  Hills  said 
in  the  discussion  on  Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright's  work,  "  there 
is  a  tendency  to  exclude  it  from  modern  materia  medica." 
Very  contradictory  are  the  book  statements  about  hemlock. 
Linnrcus  and  subsequent  authorities  have  stated  that  its 
poisonous  properties  only  develop  in  the  South  of  Europe ; 
Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright  now  show  that  English  hemlock 
yields  about  twice  as  much  alkaloid  as  foreign.  I  find  from 
various  sources  that  it  increases  the  appetite,  and  diminishes 
the  appetite ;  that  it  dilates  the  pupil,  and  contracts  the 
pupil ;  that  it  acts  on  the  spinal  marrow,  and  on  the  brain  ; 
that  it  is  an  aphrodisiac,  and  that  St.  Jerome  recommended 
it  to  priests  as  an  aid  to  chastity ;  and  lastly,  that  animals 
poisoned  by  it  become  mummified,  and  that  their  bodies 
promptly  putrefy. 

The  Absorbine  Trade-mark  Case 

will  give  some  trouble,  and 
I  think  the  barrister  who  writes  about  it  in  last  week's  C.  d-  B. 
rightly  urges  the  desirability  of  carrying  the  controversy, 
either  in  this  or  in  an  analogous  case,  to  the  highest  Court. 
The  Solio  judgment  is  the  ruling  one  in  reference  to  invented 
words,  and  the  quotations  from  it  in  last  week's  editorial 
article  certainly  support  in  some  degree  Mr.  Justice  Joyce's 
conclusions ;  but  there  was  a  passage  in  Lord  He:schell's 
judgment  with  which  these  seem  utterly  incompatible. 
Lord  Herschell  quoted  a  decision  of  Lord  Justice  Kay  in  the 
Satinine  trade-mark  case.  Lord  Justice  Kay  said  there  was 
extremely  little  invention  in  such  a  word.  But,  replied  Lord 
Herschell,  "  if  the  word  be  an  invented  one  I  do  not  think 
the  quantum  of  invention  is  at  all  material.  An  invented 
word  is  allowed  to  be  registered  as  a  trade- mark,  not  as  a 
reward  of  merit,  but  because  its  registration  deprives  no 
member  of  the  community  of  his  right  lo  use  the  existing 
vocabulary."  This  opinion  surely  applies  to  Absorbine  (as 
an  invented  word)  as  strongly  as  to  Satinine. 

"British  Tradesmen  Abroad" 

is  the  title  of  an  article  in  the 
"  World's  Work  "  for  February.  It  is  written  by  U.P.R.,  and 
describes  the  condition  of  things  in  a  certain  city  which  is 
not  more  definitely  indicated  than  as  in  a  country  the  most 
cosmopolitan  in  the  world  and  the  Government  of  which  is 
an  effete  Oriental  one.  There,  ten  years  ago,  the  retail  trade 
was  in  the  hands  of  Britishers  almost  exclusively.  Foreigners 
however  have  come  lately  and  sell  goods  at  10  to  20 
per  cent,  less  than  the  British  dealers,  and  the  latter  "  don't 
know  how  they  do  it."  This,  says  U.P.R.,  is  why  they  are 
failing  :  because  they  don't  know  how  their  competitors  can 
supplant  them.  Then  U.P.R.  tells  a  "true  story"  of  an 
English  chemist  there  as  illustrative  of  British  apathy.  A 
doctor  sent  to  him  a  prescription  to  be  compounded.  When 
he  got  the  medicine  he  noticed  it  had  a  peculiar  look,  so  he 
took  it  to  the  chemist  for  an  explanation.  "  It's  all  right,"  said 
the  pharmacist ;  "  there  were  a  few  things  in  your  prescription 
which  I  did  not  possess,  so  I  put  in  others  that  will  do  as 
well."  The  unblushing  candour  of  the  chemist  is  the  most 
interesting  feature  of  this  "  true  story.'  He  had  evidently 
kept  his  soul  untainted  from,  the  contamination  of  Oriental 
duplicity. 

During  the  eleven  months  ending  November,  1903,  France 
exported  chemical  products  valued  at  61,250,000f.,  compared 
with  61,191,000f.  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1902. 


312 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  20, 1904 


DISINFECTANTS. 

CDe  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim. 

arc  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  el  th« 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANITAS"  PREPARATIONS 

and  their  other  Manufactures  Include 

*'  Soldis,"   '*  Okol,"   "  Creocide,"   "  Oehlop," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugatops,"  "Formle  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic  Fumigators,"  "Formle  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitai"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Boot  will  be  tent 

free  on  application  to — 

THE "  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Beibnal  Green,  LONDON,  E 


SANATOGEN 


A  FOOD  BEMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 


RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

7*i  Terms,  Advertlslnt  Matter  and  Literature  apply  te 

Tkt  lAIATOfiEH  CO.,  S3  Dppir  Tkuu  St,  Loadoa  1.0. 


MUMFORD 


 FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 


No.  2  Pure 
CRUS  H  E  D  LINSEED 


Test  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 


Finest 
TART.  ACID 


Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 


19/  eft 


18/  eft 


19/ eft. 


15/owV 


Lowst.Cur. 
Pricca 

* 

lb. 


/10, 


Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  ewt 
25/  cwt 
9/  ewt 

No.  1  Finest  Lluli t  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

EPSOM    SALTS,  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ of, 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ ewt. 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/lb- 

«*>  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Hallway  Stations  within  200  miles  ot 
.  ?,„  ?u'or  all?wance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
or  112  lbs.  and  upwards  ot  above  articles.    Smallsr  saroels  deli, 
vered  tree  on  rail  London  at  above  prices.  "™™  uo" 


LUDDINQTONS 


OILS 


1/-,    2/6,  5/-. 
BEST    KNOWN    LAMBING  MEDICINE. 

ATTRACTIVE  ADVERTISING.       PROTECTED  PRICES. 

TOMLINSON   &  HAYWARD,   LTD.,  LINCOLN. 


13th    EDITION,    REVISED,    10s.  6d. 

HOSLYNS 

DICTIONARY  OF  MEDICAL  TERMS, 

"As  a  handy  reference  volume  it  will  prove  invaluable."- 

muI  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  LONDON,  E.C. 


Ebttorial  Comments* 


Shop=Iegislation. 

•iiR  Charles  Dilke  has  again  introduced  a  Bill  into  the 
(louse  of  Commonsl  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  hours 
during  which  shops  may  be  kept  open,  and  also  to  regalate 
he  conditions  undei\ which  persons  may  be  employed  in 
shops.    In  face  of  |  the  fact  that  the  Government  intends  to 
introduce  a  Bill]  dealing  with  early  closing,  Sir  Charles 
Oilke's  measure  probably  stands  less  chance  of  success  than 
it  has  had  in  previous  Sessions,  but  that  is  not  a  sufficient 
reason  for  ignoring  the  measure.    Its  provision*  are  revo- 
lutionary, and  it  is  down  for  second  reading  on  March  25. 
There  is,  therefore,  ample  time  for  chemists  to  consider  the 
provisions  if  they  have  not  done  so  before,  and  to  decide  on 
their  attitude  towards  it.    We  called  attention  to  it  last 
year,  but  we  do  not  think  chemists  have  realised  what  is 
proposed  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke.    Broadly,  the  object  of  the 
Bill  is  to  give  power  to  local  authorities  to  regulate  the 
hours  at  which  shops  in  their  districts  shall  be  closed  on  six 
days  of  the  week,  also  to  bring  shops  in  which  persons 
are  employed  under  conditions  similar  to  those  that  are 
secured  through  the  Factory  Acts.    The  hours  of  closing 
are  limited  by  the  Bill — that  is  to  say,  the  local  authorities 
would  have  power  to  ^fix  hours  before  those  specified  in  the 
Bill— and  on  no  day  is  the  hour  of  closing  later  than  10  p.m. 
The  local  authorities  are  not  to  fix  a  Saturday  half-holiday 
within  two  years  after  the  passiDg  of  the  Bill.    This  part  of 
the  measure  will  not  really  apply  to  chemists  and  druggists 
if  their  shops  are  kept  open  solely  for  sellirjg  medicines  or 
medical  and  surgical  appliances;   which  means  that  if 
chemists'  shop3  were  kept  open  after~th3  statutory  closing- 
hours  they  would  have  to  confine  their  business  to  the  sale 
and  dispensing  of  requisites  for  the  sick.    The  second  part 
of  the  Bill  is  the  really  serious  one  for  the  drug- trade,  as  it 
provides  that  no  person  shall  be  employed  in  a  shop  more 
than  sixty  hours  a  week,  including  meal-hours.    It  is  not 
difficult  to  perceive  that  this  provision  would  radically 
alter  the  drug-trade.    We  believe  the  most  favourable  con- 
ditions which  at  present  obtain  in  British  pharmacy  are  a 
workiDg-day  of  from  9  A.m.  to  8  p.m.,  with,  perhaps,  four 
hours  less  on  one  day  per  week,  which,  however,  is  balanced 
by  Sunday  doty  and  a  later  closing-hour  on  one  day  per 
week.    We  may,  therefore,  take  a  sixty-six  hours'  week  as 
the  general  minimum  in  pharmacy.    Where  such  a  condition 
at  present  exists,  it  would  not  be  hard  for  the  employers  to 
arrange  for  six  hours  less  per  week,  but  the  majority  of 
businesses  show  seventy-two  to  eighty  hours  per  week,  and 
in  these  cases  the  curtailment  of  business  would  be  more 
lifficult  to  arrange.    We  are  not  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
promoters  of  the  measure,  and  we  think  the  trade  has 
authorised  us  to  say  that  legislation  which  will  make  early- 
closing  compulsory  is  desirable,  but  the  question  of  fixing 
the  hours  of  labour  has  not  yet  been  considered.  This 
requires  attention,  as  also  do  the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill 
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which  would  make  all  shops  open  to  inspection,  enforce 
certain  sanitary  conditions,  and,  generally,  make  shops  in 
which  persons  are  employed  as  suitable  for  labour  as  are  the 
factories.  We  recognise  the  good  intentions  of  the  pro- 
moters, and  know  they  are  justified  in  seeking  legislation, 
because  modern  competition  has  made  many  shopkeepers  re- 
gardless of  the  health  of  their  employes.  These  conditions 
scarcely  exist  in  the  drug-trade  as  a  class,  for  with  us  the 
shop  and  the  dwelling-house  are  frequently  in  the  same 
building,  the  staff  small,  and  the  conditions  the  opposite  of 
factory-life.  Therefore  it  would  be  well  for  chemists 
throughout  the  country  to  consider  the  provisions  of  the 
second  part  of  the  Bill.  We  give  them  here  in  abstract, 
clause  by  clause : 

Clause  9. — Prohibits  employment  of  children  under  fourteen. 
Penalty,  5/. 

Clause  10. —  No  person  to  be  employed  more  than  sixty  hours 
in  one  week,  including  meal-hours,  nor  more  than  five  hours  at  a 
time  without  a  half-hour  interval  for  meals.  One  hour  for  dinner 
between  twelve  and  two,  and  half  an  hour  for  tea  between  four 
and  seven.    Penalty,  5/. 

Clause  11.— Young  persons  and  women  employed  in  factories 
or  workshops  not  to  be  employed  in  a  shop  on  the  same  day. 
Penalty,  51. 

Clause  12. — Shops  and  sleeping-apartments  must  be  kept  in 
a  cleanly  state  and  well  ventilated.    Penalty,  5?. 

Clause  13 — Sanitary  conveniences  must  be  provided,  and  for 
each  sex  when  males  and  females  are  employed.    Penalty,  51. 

Clause  14. — Notices  respecting  the  Act  to  be  affixed  in  the 
shop  where  employes  can  read  them.    Penalty,  5?. 

Clause  15. — Occupiers  of  shops  to  send  to  inspector  yearly 
returns  of  persons  employed  by  them.    Penalty,  5?. 

Clause  lb. — Provides  for  the  inspection  of  shops. 

Clause  17. — Provides  for  legal  proceedings. 

Clause  18. — Any  person  other  than  a  customer  found  in  a  shop 
presumed  to  be  employed  in  the  shop. 
Clauses  19  to  22  are  definition  clauses. 

It  will  be  observed  that  some  of  these  clauses  have  been 
drafted  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  larger  shops  and  stores 
practically  no  consideration  having  been  given  to  the 
peculiar  conditions  of  pharmacy.  As  already  stated,  the 
Bill  has  little  chance  of  passing  this  Session,  but  it,  or 
something  like  it  in  principle,  is  sure  to  be  seriously  con- 
sidered by  Parliament  some  time.  Hence  the  necessity  for 
chemists  and  their  associations  to  recogoise  that  legislative 
proposals  novel  to  their  calling  have  come  within  the  range 
of  practical  politics.  Many  reasons  may  be  advanced  in 
favour  of  shortening  the  hours  of  labour  in  pharmacies,  and 
especially  those  of  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  examina- 
tions ;  but  the  fact  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  labour 
is  in  most  c  lses  desultory — it  is  not  comparable  with  factory 
labour,  which  has  to  keep  pace  with  some  inexorable  steam- 
driven  machine. 


Poisons   in  India. 

"The  British  Empire  in  India  extends  over  a  territory  larger 
than  the  continent  of  Europe  without  Russia,"  and  it  is  the 
one  part  in  our  Empire  which,  up  to  last  month,  had  no 
general  law  regulating  the  sale  of  poisons.  Its  size,  its 
gigantic  population,  its  varied  interests,  its  ancient  customs 
and  peculiarities  of  trade,  have  contributed  to  the  neglect  of 
the  subject.  From  time  to  time  during  the  past  twenty 
years  we  have  placed  before  our  readers  the  opinions  of 
reformers,  but  it  ought  to  be  said  that  experienced  English 
pharmacists  in  India  have  counselled  caution  in  legislating 
on  the  subject.  The  measure  which  has  now  become  law 
reflects  that  advice.  It  is  experimental,  and,  while  making  a 
law  which  will  be  operative  in  all  parts  of  India  so  far  as 
the  sale  of  white  arsenic  is  concerned,  it  leaves  to  local 
authorities  the  formation  and  application  of  regulations  for 
the  sale  of  other  poisons.  The  whole  law  is,  however,  per- 
missive, as  its  imposition  depends  upon  gazetting  by  the 


Governor- General  in  Council,  and  the  same  expedient  may 
apply  the  arsenic  conditions  to  other  poisons.  If  the  pro- 
visions as  to  licensing  are  backed  up  by  efficient  administra- 
tion, they  will  undoubtedly  be  of  distinct  service  to  the 
community,  and  will  also  assist  in  forming  a  body  of 
licensed  dealers  in  poisons,  so  that,  with  them  as  a  b  '.sis,  the 
drug-trade  in  India  may  lose  that  amorphous  character 
which  it  has  so  long  had,  and  perhaps  become  as 
defined  as  pharmacy  is  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire. 
This,  however,  must  be  a  slow  process.  At  present, 
the  highest  element  is  afforded  by  English  trained  pharma- 
cists, who  form  a  group  by  themselves  ;  then  come  their  more 
immediate  rivals  trained  in  the  country,  frequently  as  com- 
pounders in  the  army  ;  next  are  the  bazaar-druggists,  an 
exceedingly  varied  and  numerically  vast  group.  In  the  large 
cities  licences  to  trade  are  based  on  some  exhibition  of 
knowledge  by  those  who  desire  the  licence,  but  that  require- 
ment has  never  been  onerous.  The  10 oh  section  of  the  new 
Act  contains  the  embryo  of  future  qualification,  and  it  will 
be  noticed  that  the  chemist  and  druggist  duly  qualified  to 
act  as  such  under  the  law  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  not  to 
be  interfered  with.  This  conserves  the  rights  of  most 
English  chemists  in  India  ;  but  there  are  some  who  have  not 
so  qualified,  although  they  have  been  trained  at  home,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  for  them,  like  the  more  humble  native 
traders,  to  take  out  a  licence  for  the  sale  of  ar-enic.  There 
has  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  native  druggists, 
who  whh  greater  distinction  for  their  sons,  to  send  them  to 
England  in  order  to  get  the  Minor  qualification.  The  new 
Act  will  probably  crystallise  these  aspirations,  and  ultimately 
lead  to  the  establishment  oE  an  Indian  qualification  requisite 
for  all  who  wish  to  be  licensed  as  retailers  of  poisons.  That 
is  undoubtedly  in  the  far  future,  but  the  new  Act  makes  it 
less  of  a  dream  than  it  has  hitherto  been,  and  it  can  never 
be  realised  fully  until  native  druggists  are  equal  in  profes- 
sional attainments  to  their  English  confrires. 


Dispensing  by  Doctors. 

The  liliputian  hurricane  which  has  swept  the  medical 
dispensing-field  this  month  is  spending  itself.  Mr.  J.  Smith 
Whitaker,  Medical  Secretary  to  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, has  given  it  the  coup  do  grace  by  stating  in  the 
"Lancet"  that  the  clause  in  the  proposed  Medical  Acts 
Amendment  Bill  has  not  been  formulated  by  his  Asso- 
ciation nor  by  the  Central  Division  thereof.  We  understand 
that  Dr.  Heron  originated  the  idea,  which  was  fully  dis- 
cussed at  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Division  on  Wednesday 
evening  of  this  week,  his  motion  being  seconded  pro  forma 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Division,  to  enable  a  discussion 
to  take  place.  Many  members  spoke,  but  not  one  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  and  finally  it  was  rejected  by  the  whole  meeting 
with  the  exception  of  one.  So  ends  the  matter  for  the  present. 
It  is  to  Dr.  Heron's  credit  that  he  had  the  courage  to  bring 
his  proposal  forward.  It  has  done  good  by  bringing  to  the 
surface  the  latent  antagonism  of  medical  practitioners  to  a 
very  desirable  reform ;  and  how  puerile  are  the  arguments 
of  some  who  have  written  on  the  subject !  As  an  example 
of  the  professional  opinions  which  have  been  sent  to  our 
medical  contemporaries  we  quote  the  following  : 

Dr.  T.  D.  Newbiggin  (Abingd;  .1,  Lanarkshire)  writes:  In 
reference  to  letters  appearing  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal  " 
re  repetition  of  prescriptions,  the  great  question  is  how  to  avoid 
this.  I  would  say,  let  every  medical  man  dispense  his  own  drugs  : 
that  would  cure  tbe  evil.  It  would  give  the  doctor  more  interest 
in  his  patient  and  free  the  whole  profession  from  the  tyranny  of 
pharmacists.  I  believe  it  is  proposed  to  so  "  amend  the  Pharmacy 
Acts"  as  to  prevent  medical  men  dispensing  their  own  drugs. 
This  is  indeed  pharmaceutical  tyranny.  Protect  the  chemist  from 
the  doctor  dispensing  what  he  knows  is  best  for  that  patient,  but 
I   et  the  "  prescribing  chemist  "  alone.    It  is  very  funny,  and  where 
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will  it  end  ?  Shall  I  be  prevented  from  using  my  hypodermic ; 
must  I  Eend  (after  the  Act  is  "  amended  ")  for  a  chemist  when  I 
find  myself  confronted  with  a  case,  say,  of  chloral-poisoning  and 
decide  on  injecting  strychnine  ?  The  nearest  chemist  is  twelve 
miles  away.  And  the  chemists  ask  the  General  Medical  Council, 
"who  can  greatly  help  the  Bill"  (see  letter  of  Mr.  John  D. 
Marshall),  to  take  note  of  the  matter.  I  hope  they  may.  As  for 
myself,  I  cannot  help  repeating  the  words  of  the  Yankee  at 
Mugby  Junction,  in  Dickens's  story  of  that  name :  "  I  tell  yew 
what  'lis,  ma'rm,  I  la'af.  Theer!  I  la'af.  I  dew,"  although  I 
should  not  be  a  bit  surprised  to  see  the  General  Medical  Council 
assist  the  pharmacist  in  thus  crippling  its  own  profession.  After 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  I  shall  look  for  one  from  the  cutlers  to 
prevent  surgeons  doing  operations. 

Dr.  Newbiggin  will  "  la'af "  with  the  other  side  of  the 
face  when  he  learns  that  the  "  tyranny  "  originated  with  a 
medical  colleague. 

How  it  is  Done. 

A  curious  side-light  on  medical  dispensing  is  afforded  by 
a  little  book  that  reaches  us  this  week — Sutherland's 
"  Dispensing  Made  Easy "  (3s.  6d ,  Wright  &  Co.)  The 
preface  candidly  explains  that  the  purpose  of  the  book  is  to 
make  dispensing  as  easy  as  possible,  and  the  introduction 
tells  us  that  although  private  patients  get  their  medicines 
weighed  and  measured,  club-patients'  medicine  is  made  up 
without  the  use  of  scales  or  measure-glass.  Dispensing  in 
medical  practice  of  any  dimensions,  it  is  further  stated, 
"  cannot  possibly  be  done  quickly  in  the  ordinary  way  prac- 
tised in  the  chemist's  shop.  It  is  only  by  the  adoption  of 
systematic  methods,  by  the  use  of  concentrated  solutions  of 
solid  salts,  and  other  time-saving  devices  and  wrinkles, 
that  anything  approaching  accuracy  combined  with  rapidity 
can  be  attained."  The  rest  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  an 
account  of  "  how  it  is  done "  and  with  formula;,  and  we 
naturally  turned  to  it  with  some  curiosity.  Our  curiosity  is 
satiated  and  our  pity  is  extended  to  the  poor  patients, 
especially  the  club  patients,  who  have  to  put  up  with  old 
corks,  less  courtesy,  and  the  cheapest  of  drugs.  For 
instance,  if  you  see  on  a  label  a  name  without  a  prefix  and 
also  note  a  number  or  letters  on  the  left-hand  side,  that 
medicine  has  been  "  dispense!"  for  a  parish  or  club  patient. 
The  letters  on  the  left-hand  side  may  be  A.  P. — that  means  a 
solution  of  ammonium  picrate  (g  gr.  to  the  ounce),  which, 
"  Dispensing  Made  Easy  "  says,  "has  a  nice  yellow  colour 
and  bitter  taste  resembling  quinine.  It  probably  does  no 
permanent  good,  but  has  often  a  very  pleasing  effect  on  an 
old  chronic.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a  placebo  and  is 
very  economical."  The  last  sentence  could  also  be  applied 
to  such  things  as  "  mist,  rubra "  (burnt  sugar  and  water), 
"  syrupus"  (treacle  2  lbs.,  boiling  water  1  pint),  or  "  M  Q.A." 
made  of  "  purifUd  quinoidin"  (why  "purified  "  ?),  which,  it 
is  explained,  is  "  the  cheapjst  of  cinchona  tonics."  It]must 
not  be  thought  that  there  are  no  good  points  in  the  book — on 
the  contrary,  Dr.  Sutherland  his  put  together  many  useful 
formula?,  and  many  a  tired  medical  man  will  thank  his 
brother-practitioner  for  the  hints  on  time-saving.  Our 
protest  must,  however,  ba  made  against  such  work  being 
called  "dispensing"  or  such  makeshifts  being  mistaken  for 
pharmacy. 

Russia's  Medical  Supplies. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  charitable  Russia  is  moved 
with  a  deep  fervour  in  response  to  the  claims  of  the  war 
with  Japan.  Enormous  sums  of  money  are  being  voted  by 
the  various  Russian  municipalities  and  private  corporations. 
The  reports  appearing  in  the  Russian  Press  on  the  feverish 
activity  of  the  Russian  Red  Cross  Society  ind  icate  that  that 
body  is  responding  with  energy  and  punctuality  to  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Fatherland. 
Many  doctors  have  already  b3en  sent  forward,  including  a 
large  number  who  served  in  Ohina  during  the  Boxer  troubles. 
In  the  military  medical  factory,  says  the  "  Novoe  Vremya," 


the  despatch  of  ordinary  and  indispensable  stores  in  the 
shape  of  bandages  and  other  necessaries  in  time  of  war,  in- 
cluding medicines,  has  begun  with  vigour,  and  on  February  10 
a  large  consignment  of  CDtton-wool,  lint,  medicines,  &c,  was 
sent  off,  and  will  be  distributed  to  the  hospitals  of 
Vladivostok,  Port  Arthur,  and  Khabarovsk,  which,  with  others, 
will  be  centres  for  distribution.  The  Red  Cross  Society  has 
started  in  many  towns  courses  of  lectures  and  lessons  in  first 
aid  and  the  general  requirements  of  the  battlefield  and 
military  hospitals.  Without  detailing  the  many  offers  of 
assistance,  it  may  be  said  that  from  all  quarters  of  the 
country  help  is  coming  in  to  cover  far  more  than  is  needed, 
or,  for  the  matter  of  tha\  than  can  be  accepted.  Every 
branch  of  the  Society,  says  another  advice  in  the  paper 
quoted,  is  busy  with  the  preparation  of  sanitary  appliances 
beds,  and  medicines  ;  and  many  women  are  busy  preparing 
textiles  in  the  warehouses,  where  such  work  is  now  going  on 
day  and  night. 

Government  Drugs. 

It  is  not  only  in  time  of  war  that  responsible  Government 
officials  commit  costly  and  unnecessary  mistakes.  During 
lastweek  forms  of  tender  were  issued  to  firms  on  the  Govern- 
ment list  for  the  surplus  drugs  left  from  South  African  war 
supplies,  which  show  a  remarkable  state  of  affairs  as  the 
result  of  overbujing  in  the  first  place  and  want  of  discretion 
in  selling  in  the  second.  From  the  amount  of  morphine 
which  is  now  being  offered  for  sale,  it  appears  that  a  surplus 
stock  of  238  lbs.  was  purchased  by  the  Director  of  Army 
Contracts.  Reducing  this  amount  to  grains  (1,666,000),  it  is 
seen  that  for  an  army  of  200,000  to  250,000  men  the  amount 
bought  in  excess  of  what  was  required  was  unreasonable. 
The  excess  must  now  be  sold,  and  probably  at  a 
price  far  below  its  value,  since  it  has  been  allowed  to  get 
into  such  a  state  that  reconversion  is  necessary,  and  it  will 
probably  not  realise  more  than  50  to  75  per  cent,  of  the 
original  cost.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  drugs  are 
in  constant  use  under  the  War  Office,  and  that  while  the 
surplus  stocks  quoted  are  being  offered  for  sale,  there  is  no 
alteration  in  the  custom  of  issuing  regular  monthly  forms  of 
tender  for  supply  of  the  same  articles.  In  the  case  of 
sulphonal  (1J  lb.  for  sale),  there  is  no  reason  whatever  that 
this  should  be  sold  at  all,  since  it  is  a  commodity  which 
may  be  kept  for  ever  without  undergoing  any  deterioration. 
Cocaine,  again,  is  an  article  in  everyday  use,  and  no  con- 
ceivable object  can  be  served  by  parting  with  the  present 
supply  only  to  acquire  another.  Huge  surplus  quantities  of 
iodoform  are  also  to  be  put  in  the  market,  enough,  according 
to  one  authority,  "  for  the  use  of  six  large  armies,  each  man 
of  which  might  be  covered  from  head  to  foot  with  wounds." 


ftrat>e*mark0  BppUeD  for. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  January  13, 1904.) 
"  Eumydein  "  ("  Eu  "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  product 
in  Class  3.    By  the  Bayer  Company  (Limited),  Elberfeld, 
c/o  Newton  &  Son,  6  Breams  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  E.C. 
259,162. 

"Idothea.";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.    By  H.  T.  Hatt, 
9  The  Corridor,  Bath.  259,080. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  January  20, 1904.) 
"  Clunell  " ;  for  chemicals.    By  J.  Clulow,  Gloucester  House, 

Hampton,  and  J.  M.  Darnell,  Priory  Cottage,  Grove  Road, 

Hounslow.  258,661. 
"  Marrol  "  ("  Marro  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals.    By  Virol 

(Limited),  152  Old  Street,  E.C.  253,475. 
Facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  rheumatic  and  influenza 

powders.    By  Cecil  Wood,  4  Lsver  Street,  Hazel  Grove,  near 

Stockport.  257,768. 
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Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  at  the  meeting 
held  at  the  Great  Central  Hotel,  Leeds,  on  Thursday, 
February  11,  the  President  (Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk)  in  the  chair. 
The  business  of  the  meeting  was  a  lecture  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Branson,  F.I.C.,  on 

The  Radio-active  Element. 

The  lecture  was  a  delightful  talk  on  this  interesting  subject, 
Mr.  Branson's  object  being  to  demonstrate  the  properties  of 
the  element.  The  phenomenon  of  radio-activity  was  shown  by 
means  of  air  bubbled  through  a  solution  of  thorium  nitrate, 
which  became  ionised  and  capable  of  discharging  a  charged 
electroscope.  The  formation  of  ions  in  moist  air  was  also 
demonstrated  by  Wilson's  adiabatic  method,  radium  being 
used  as  the  ionising  agent.  Ions  were  dercribed  as  particles 
of  atomic  size  charged  with  either  negative  or  positive 
electricity.  The  elements  possessing  radio-activity  in  most 
marked  degree  were  said  to  be  radium,  thorium,  and 
uranium.  The  principal  properties  of  radium  compounds 
were  stated  to  be  : 

(1)  An  emanation  of  a  radio-active  gas,  not  a  vapour  of 
radium,  but  having  many  of  the  properties  of  this  element, 
and  which  slowly,  wholly  or  in  part,  changes  into  helium 
(the  spectrum  of  which  was  shown).  This  element,  loDg 
known  as  a  sun  element,  was  first  isolated  in  1895  from  a 
terrestrial  mineral,  being  probably  the  re-ult  of  the  decay  of 
some  radio-active  element.  Helium  is  known  to  occur  in 
the  waters  of  Bath,  Buxton,  and  Harrogate,  and  radium  has 
been  identified  in  the  deposit  of  the  springs  at  Bath. 

(2)  The  continuous  production  of  heat  when  insulated 
from  its  surroundings,  the  amount  of  heat  produced  being 
sufficient  to  melt  its  own  weight  of  ice  every  hour. 

(3)  Emission  of  positively  charged  particles,  called  alpha 
rays,  which  are  about  the  size  of  the  hydrogen  atoms, 
positively  charged  with  electricity,  and  capable  of  deflection 
by  a  magnet.  It  has  recently  been  proved  that  these  radia- 
tions will  destroy  vegetable  matter — e  g.,  a  piece  of  cambric. 
These  are  the  rays  which  phosphoresce  the  zinc-sulphide 
screen  in  the  spinthariscope.  Alpha  rays  will  not  pass 
through  solid  bodies. 

(4)  An  evolution  of  much  smaller  particles,  called  beta 
rays,  negatively  charged,  about  one-thousandth  the  size  of 
alpha  rays,  and  having  a  much  greater  velocity,  subject  to 
magnetic  influence  and  capable  of  passing  through  metallic 
plates. 

(5)  Kadiations  analogous  to  Rontgen  rays,  called  gamma 
rays,  not  defl-cted  by  a  magnet,  and  capable  of  passing 
through  thick  layers  of  metals,  and  even  through  a  foot  of 
granite. 

The  lecturer  stated  that  the  emanation  from  thorium  is 
being  very  carefully  tested  in  Leeds  and  elsewhere  by  thera- 
peutists, and  that  he  has  no  doubt  that  radium  radia- 
tions will  be  found  useful  in  cases  of  lupus,  &c.  The 
spectrum  and  also  the  chemical  reactions  of  radium  were 
described,  and  the  di>covery  of  radium  by  Madame  Curie 
was  referred  to  as  follows  : 

In  1896  Henry  ("Comptes  Rendu?,"  cxxii.,  page  312) 
showed  that  a  screen  of  sulphide  of  zinc,  after  exposure 
to  actinic  light,  emits  rays  capable  of  passing  through  a 
thin  metallic  plate.  A  little  later  in  the  same  year  Becquerel 
discovered  the  rays  known  as  Becquerel  rays,  he  having 
noticed  that  similar  effects  were  produced  by  the  double 
sulphate  of  uranium  and  potassium  when  the  salt  had  not 
been  exposed  to  light-rays.  He  correctly  concluded  that  the 
radiations  were  due  to  uranium,  and  not  to  phosphorescence. 
Becquerel  found  also  that  the  radiations  produced  ions  in 
gases.  Subsequently  Madame  Curie  isolated  radium  from  a 
solution  of  uranium  and  other  salts  obtained  from  pitch- 
blende. 

Amongst  the  exhibits  by  Mr.  Branson  were  the  spectrum 
of  helium,  a  diamond  rendered  luminous  by  invisible  radia- 
tion from  radium,  thorium  and  thorium  x  prepared  the 
previous  day  by  the  lecturer,  the  temporary  disappearance 
of  radio-activity  from  a  freshly  prepared  sample  of  thorium 
oxide,  and  the  gradual  recovery  of  radio-activity  in  the  same. 


An  exhibition  in  inverse  order  of  similar  properties  in 
thorium  x  was  demonstrated  by  diagrammatic  curves.  A 
number  of  excellent  lantern- slides  were  also  shown. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  lecture,  Mr.  Branson  answered  a 
number  of  questions,  and  gave  further  experiments,  thus 
adding  considerably  to  the  value  of  his  instructive  demon- 
stration. 

Mr.  Sargeant,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Branson, 
remarked  that  evidently  a  new  era  had  dawned  in  science. 
Referring  incidentally  to  mineral  waters,  he  said  that  the 
difference  between  the  natural  mineral  waters  and  their 
apparently  identical  imitations  is  probably  due  to  radio- 
active substances.  Mr.  Beagock  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  and  acknowledged. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  which  was  held  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Bradford,  on  February  11,  Alderman  H.  Dunn 
presided.    There  was  a  good  attendance. 

The  preliminary  business  referred  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.J. 
Young,  of  Bristol,  asking  for  particulars  of  the  Buying 
Section,  and  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  a  Bradford 
Chamber  of  Trades,  after  which  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley,  of  Liver- 
pool, delivered  an  address  upon 

The  Attitude  op  Pharmacists  towards 
Education. 

Mr.  Cowley  expressed  the  fear  that  pharmacists  are  not  so 
interested  in  the  question  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  he 
desired  to  awaken  some  sympathy  with  education  An 
initial  difficulty  is  that  the  pharmacist  has  to  fulfil  so  many 
requirements  that  uniform  education  is  out  of  question,  but 
if,  as  is  frequently  asserted,  an  unqualified  assistant  is  a 
better  man  than  a  qualified  one,  or  a  Minor  man  better  than 
a  Major  one,  that  is  not  the  fault  of  education.  Mr.  Cowley 
adversely  criticised  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  said  he 
felt  certain  he  was  not  going  too  far  in  saying  that  they 
would  all  have  been  better  off  had  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  never  existed.  Against  that  body,  his  most  im- 
portant charges  were  those  of  omitting  to  test  the  candidate 
for  examination  in  practical  pharmacy,  and  utilising  the  fees 
for  other  purposes  than  education.  If  pharmacy  could  not 
be  taught  in  the  Society's  school  at  Bloomsbury  Square, 
where  could  it  be  taught  ?  The  answer  is  simple  :  pharmacy 
is  not  taught ;  it  has  become  almost  a  lost  art  except  in 
wholesale  druggists'  laboratories.  It  is  no  good  tinkering 
with  the  matter,  and  chemists  must  not  expect  much  from 
Bloomsbury  Square.  They  must  begin  in  the  provinces,  and 
there  is  no  better  place  than  in  the  North  of  England.  He 
had  little  faith  in  legislation  to  improve  the  status  of  the 
pharmacist,  but  a  great  faith  in  education,  which  should  be 
cheap.  Cheap  also,  should  be  examination,  although,  after 
all,  examination  is  only  a  very  secondary  matter.  He  would 
like  to  see  pharmaceutical  education  as  cheap  as  technical 
education.  Academic  training  could  not  take  the  place 
entirely  of  shop-experience,  and  the  speaker  commended  a 
combination  of  the  two.  The  training  of  the  apprentice  of 
the  future  must  be  different  from  the  training  to  which  they 
themselves  had  been  treated.  The  laboratory  of  the  future 
pharmacist  must  be  equipped  with  up-to-date  machinery  to 
familiarise  students  with  modern  manufacturing-processes. 
Not  only  must  the  cost  be  cheapened,  but  apprentices  and 
junior  assistants  must  have  scope  to  utilise  the  advantages. 
He  would  like  to  see  an  enforced  curriculum,  but  he  had 
reluctantly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  trade  would  not 
accept  it.  Mr.  Cowley  thought  the  new  universities  would 
te  able  to  cope  with  the  question  of  pharmiceutical  educa- 
tion. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed 

Mr.  Silson  said  that  Liverpool  is  in  a  much  better  posi- 
tion than  Bradford  to  train  studerxs.  He  failed  to  see, 
however,  how  large  towns  like  Bradford  and  Liverpool  are 
to  establish  individually  large  concerns,  costing  several 
thousands  of  pounds,  just  for  the  sake  of  pharmacy.  In 
Bradford  some  hundreds  had  been  spent  at  the  Technical 
College,  but  it  was  not  successful  financially,  and  it  was 
doubtful  whether  it  ever  would  pay. 

The  President  said,  as  regards  examination,  how  could 
the  Society  otherwise  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  those 
who  desired  to  be  registered. 
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Mr.  Hanson  thought  that  if  the  master  and  apprentice 
both  did  their  duty  to  each  other  the  latter  would  have  a 
training  which  would  be  sufficient  to  fit  him  for  the  position 
of  a  chemist  in  business  for  himself. 

Mr.  Waddington  did  not  agree  as  to  the  need  of  elaborate 
apparatus,  bub  considered  that  what  was  needed  was  that 
the  ordinary  pharmacist  should  have  a  training  to  fit  him 
for  the  so-called  pettifogging  matters. 

Mr.  Cowley  replied.  He  said  his  main  idea  was  to  make 
men  of  pharmacists — men  win  could  handle  the  pestle  and 
mortar,  and  who  could  make  pills  properly,  as  well  as  men  of 
research  in  the  wholesale  trade. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  February  11  at 
122  King's  Road,  Brighton,  the  residence  of  the  President 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C  S.).  There  was  a  very  satisfactory 
attendance,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  the 
social  and  business  elements  combining  to  effect  this  end. 

Various  Matters. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Rsading  and  District 
Association  had  approached  him  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
the  co  operation  of  the  Brighton  Association  in  induciag  the 
proprietors  of  certain  proprietary  medicines,  fee,  to  place 
their  goods  on  the  P.A  T.A.  list.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
Brighton  Association  would  do  what  it  could  to  attain  this 
object,  and  it  was  left  to  th-j  Secretaries  to  draw  up  a  letter 
to  be  sent  to  proprietors. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  that  an  invitation  had  been 
sent  to  the  President  of  the  Council  invitiDg  him  to  attend 
that  meeting  to  assist  them  in  the  discussion  and  considera- 
tion of  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill.  A  reply  had  been  received 
intimating  that  the  President  regretted  being  unable  to  be 
present  owiDg  to  illness. 

The  Secretary  further  reported  having  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  West  Ham  and  District  Association 
requesting  inf  rmation  regarding  the  formation  of  a  buying 
club.  Particulars  had  been  sent  and  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged. 

It  was  announced  that  four  applicants  for  membership 
had  sent  in  their  names  and  subscriptions  since  the  last 
meeting  for  both  the  Association  and  the  Buying  Club. 
This  sign  of  increasicg  interest  was  hailed  with  much 
enthusiasm. 

A  discussion  on  the 

Pharmacy  Bill 
then  followed.  Copies  of  the  draft  Bill  were  distributed, 
and  the  President,  in  opening  the  debate,  thought  that 
Clause  7,  dealing  with  the  directorate  of  limited  companies, 
was  the  part  of  the  Bill  which  concerned  them  most.  Mr. 
R.  A.  Cripps  thought  that  the  clause  was  not  strong  enough 
to  give  adequate  protection  to  chemists.  It  was  decided  at 
last  to  send  an  invitation  to  a  member  of  the  Council — Mr. 
Carteighe  for  preference — to  attend  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Association  and  give  an  address  on  the  subject.  The 
question  of  sending  a  deputation  to  the  local  M  P.s  was 
deferred  until  after  the  special  meeting. 

The  Buying  Club 
was  the  next  item  on  the  agenda.    The  Secretary  read  a 
report  which  showed  that  the  Club  was  doing  well  and  that 
the  benefits  derived  by  the  members  were  quite  up  to  their 
expectations. 

Mr.  Councillor  Yates  asked  all  members  of  the  Association 
and  others  who  could  manage  it  to  attend  the  Conference  at 
Sheffield  this  year.  He  thought  that  Brighton  ought  to  be 
more  fully  represented  at  the  Conference  than  it  had  been 
in  the  past,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  of  the  visit  to 
Brighton  next  year.  He  also  made  an  appeal  on  bahalf  of 
the  Benevo'ent  Fund. 

The  President  offered  to  receive  any  subscriptions  for 
the  fund  to  be  sent  up  by  the  Association.  Subscriptions 
were  received  on  the  spot  to  the  extent  of  about  4£,  and 
more  was  promised. 

Mr.  Padwick  suggested  that  new  subscribers  should  be 
bunted  up,  and  Mr.  Cripps  offered  to  do  what  he  could  to 
get  some  new  subscribers  in  the  course  of  his  business 
rounds.  He  also  thought  more  chemists  ought  to  subscribe 
annually  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 


North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  last  week  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  Mr.  T.  C.  Cornwell  (Vice-President)  presiding  in 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  J.  Averill, 
J. P.,  of  Stafford).  Among  those  present  were  Mr.  Weston 
Poole,  Treasurer  (Newcastle-under-Lyme),  Mr.  T.  Charles 
(Burslem),  Mr.  A.  Fernley  {Bur.-lem),  Mr.  A.  F.  Bottomley 
(Hanley),  Mr.  Burrell  (Hanley),  Mr.  C.  P.  H.  Morrison  (New- 
castle), Mr.  H.  P.  Jones  (Stoke),  Mr.  Melling  (Tunstall), 
Mr.  J.  Shelly  (Townsend's,  Exeter),  Mr.  T.  Bentley,  Assistant 
Hon.  Secretary  (Hanley),  Mr.  W.  Brinson  (Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  of  Liverpool),  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Allison 
(Stoke). 

Mr.  Cornwell  delivered  an  address  in  favour  of 

Compulsory  Closing. 

The  voluntary  movement,  he  said,  had  for  many  years 
proved  a  comparative  failure,  the  extreme  competition  in 
trade  absolutely  preventing  it  from  succeeding.  In  the 
King's  Speech  reference  was  made  to  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment in  s-hops,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  shop-hours 
regulation  would  become  a  Government  measure.  He 
mentioned  three  reasons  why  chemists  should  be  included— 
viz  ,  principal,  assistant,  and  public  : 

(1)  The  principal,  as  often  happens  in  a  chemist's 
business,  is  single-handed.  The  hours  are  always  long,  and 
in  the  ca  e  of  a  number  of  men  it  practically  amounts  to  a 
life's  strvice.  There  are  many  men  who  never  leave  their 
business-premises  from  one  week's  end  to  another. 

(2)  The  assistant,  upon  whom  devolves  many  of  the 
details  of  the  chemist's  shop,  can  scarcely  bs  expected  to 
keep  uniformly  to  that  high  standard  of  efficiency  that  the 
public  are  entitled  to  expect  from  a  man  of  high  training 
and  education.  He  is  on  duty  from  8  or  8  30  A  M.  till 
nine  or  ten  at  night,  with  short  intervals  for  meals,  which 
adds  to  the  close  confinement — an  unjustifiable  draining  of 
the  life's  blood  of  all  but  the  strongest.  Again,  the 
apprentice  question  is  very  serious,  as,  although  there  is  no 
scarcity  of  qualified  chemists  and  candidates  for  examina- 
tion, they  have  received  no  proper  apprenticeship  in  chemists' 
shops,  but  have  obtained  their  necessary  qualification  from 
doctors'  surgeries,  dispensaries,  hospitals,  &c,  where  the 
hours  obtaining  are  much  shorter  than  in  shops.  Such 
youths,  as  a  rule,  owing  to  defective  business-training,  make 
poor  men  as  chemists  on  their  own  account. 

(3)  The  public  has  to  be  considered.  Much  has  been 
made  of  the  alleged  inconvenience  to  the  public  by  shorter 
hours,  but  he  was  convinced  that  they  have  no  feeling  what- 
ever in  the  matter,  and  whatever  the  hours  were,  when  they 
got  to  know  them  they  would  accommodate  themselves  to 
them.    He  gave  an  instance  in  proof  of  this  statement. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Cornwell  contended  that  the  time  is 
opportune  for  chemists  to  avail  themselves  of  the  coming 
legislation.  Chemists  and  druggists  should  be  included  in 
any  Shop-honis  Bill,  with  the  proviso  that  medical  and 
surgical  nrcesdties  mu&t  be  supplied  in  emergency.  He 
asked  the  members  to  pass  a  resolution  in  favour  of  com- 
pulsory closing,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  other  pharma- 
ceutical associations  throughout  the  country  might  take  up 
the  subject  and  notify  their  respective  M.P.s  of  their  wish 
to  be  included  in  any  Shop-hours  Bill. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  President  approving  of  com- 
pulsory shortening  of  hours.  In  New  Zealand  in  retail 
business  hours  are  8  A  M.  to  6  P.M.,  and  Saturdays  9  p.m. 
No  shops  are  kept  open  after  these  hours.  The  President 
wi-hed  England  would  follow  New  Zealand's  example,  even 
if  made  an  hour  later. 

A  letter  was  also  read  from  Mr.  Emery  (Divisional  Secre- 
tary for  Stoke-on-Trent),  stating  that  he  did  not  mind  how 
early- closing  is  brought  about,  whether  voluntary  or  com- 
pulsory, so  long  as  it  comes.  He  foresaw  some  difficulty  with 
chemists,  however,  owing  to  the  side-door  custom  of  trading, 
which  is  a  system  much  abused  both  by  the  "grasping 
chemist "  and  the  public,  who  take  a  great  advantage  of  the 
concession. 

Mr.  Charles  spoke  against  compulsory  closing,  and  did 
not  believe  the  suggestion  to  supply  medicine  in  urgent  cases 
to  be  workable. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Jones  supported  Mr.  Cornwell,  and  Mr.  Allison 
b:dieved  that  nothing  short  of  compulsory  closing  would 
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have  any  effect.  Mr  Morrison  was  of  the  same  opinion,  as 
was  also  Mr.  Brinson. 

Mr.  Shelley  held  that  when  medicines  are  urgently 
required  they  should  be  supplied. 

Mr.  Weston  Poole  objected  to  compulsion,  but  would 
support  any  scheme  that  would  give  shorter  hours  to  the 
assistant ;  the  master,  however,  to  work  as  long  as  he  liked. 

Mr  Bottomley,  Mr.  Fernley,  and  Mr.  Burrell  having 
spoken,  the  motion  was  then  put,  and  was  carried  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  only  two  voting  against  it. 

It  was  decided  that  at  the  next  meeting  Mr.  Blades  (Leek) 
should  give  a  paper  on  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  and  that 
afterwards  a  smoking-concert  be  held,  for  which  some  good 
talent  bad  been  secured.  The  annual  dinner,  which  will  be 
held  in  Easter  week  was  discussed,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  convivially. 


Lincoln  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  February  11,  the  President  (Mr. 
Battle)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Dixon, 
J.  C.  M.  Battle,  Hill,  Elmitt,  Wilmot,  Watson,  and  Birkbeck. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  Buying  Committee  reported  having  a  full  stock  of  the 
leading  lines  of  patents,  in  which  a  brisk  business  had  been 
done  during  January. 

A  firm  of  lozenge-makers  wrote  stating  that  they  would 
supply  cough-lozenges  in  4-lb.  boxes,  according  to  the  I.R. 
conditions.  The  Reading  Association  requested  the  Asso- 
ciation to  approach  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles, 
asking  them  to  protect  their  goods.  The  mee'ing  thought 
that,  as  they  had  already  sent  two  or  three  letters  of  this 
character,  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  anything  more  at 
present. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Birkbeck  then  read  a  paper  on  the 

Privileges  and  Obligations  op  the  Pharmacist. 

Speaking  as  a  Divisional  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  he  said  he  had  in  that  capacity  had  opportunities 
of  seeing  things  from  a  different  side  of  the  counter  than  he 
had  done  before  This  point  of  view  had  compelled  him 
to  regard  with  disfavour  certain  matters  which  formerly 
appeared  innocent.  Turning  to  the  Registrar's  report,  he 
noted  that  unqualified  assistants  of  qualified  men  had  been 
prosecuted  for  infringing  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  considered 
that  to  the  extent  of  each  of  these  prosecutions  the  body 
politic  has  been  damaged  in  reputation  and  hampered  in  its 
legitimate  work.  More  harm  is  done  to  pharmacy  by  a 
qualified  man  neglecting  his  obligations  than  by  all  the 
efforts  of  unqualified  traders  Mr.  Birkbeck  proceeded  to 
emphasise  the  responsibility  that  Parliament  had  put  upon 
chemists  in  giving  them  privileges,  and  referred  to  attempts 
which  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  rob  chemists  of 
the  rights  secured  to  them  in  the  1868  Act,  submitting  that 
every  departure  from  the  requirements  of  the  Statute  is 
adding  to  the  load  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  especially 
in  the  efforts  of  that  body  in  carrying  out  the  Act.  He  also 
commented  on  the  necessity  for  the  strictest  integrity  in 
compounding  prescriptions,  and  concluded  by  suggesting 
that  every  chemist  should  know  what  his  responsibilities 
are,  meaning  thereby  the  various  laws  which  bear  directly 
upon  their  calling. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Watson  opened  a  discussion.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  said  as  pharmacists  we  should  all  be  very 
desirous  to  observe  the  "obligations"  or  canons  of  our 
craft.  Obedience  to  the  law  is  the  foundation  of  social  life, 
and  in  proportion  as  the  individual  or  a  community  keep 
those  laws  so  are  privileges  or  liberties  extended  to  them. 
He  considered  that  in  pharmacy  the  equation  of  "  obligation 
and  privileges  "  does  not  balance — for  the  chemist  carries 
out  the  ethics  of  the  trade,  but  the  medical  man  takes  the 
dispensing,  the  privilege  for  which  the  chemist,  by  appren- 
ticeship and  examination,  has  fitted  himself,  and  the  drug- 
store takes  the  title  Except  where  dispensing  is  done,  the 
chemists'  profits  are  small  and  the  work  constant  and  con- 
fining, so  that  he  has  to  give  up  a  great  deal  of  social  life, 
recreation,  and  participation  in  public  matteis.  But  the 
speaker  thought  the  silver  lining  is  appearing.    The  great 


activity  and  increase  of  local  associations  a-sures  this, 
showing  the  awakening  at  last  of  the  individual  chemist. 
Who  would  have  said  a  decade  ago  that  a  local  association 
would  have  flourished  in  Lincoln  four  years  ?  It  has  doce 
so  simply  because  it  dawned  upon  Lincoln  chemists  that 
they  have  interests  in  common,  and  that  they  can  obtain 
unitedly  what  they  cannot  get  singly.  Mr.  Watson  proceeded 
to  speak  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  theP.A.T.A, 
expressing  the  opinion  that  we  must  put  our  own  house  in 
order  before  we  can  obtain  further  concessions,  and  that  the 
panacea  is  "  dispensing  by  chemists."  He  did  not  doubt 
that  in  ten  years,  if  the  case  was  properly  put,  a  race  of 
doctors  would  grow  up  willing  that  this  should  be  so. 

Mr  George  Elmitt  followed,  urging  serious  consideration 
of  what  Mr.  Birkbeck  had  said.  He  feared  that  chemists  as 
a  rule  do  not  realise  what  their  privileges  are,  and  that  they 
look  with  indifference  upon  the  Registrar's  report. 

Messrs.  Battle,  Dixon,  Hill,  and  others  took  part  in  the 
discussion,  which  was  closed  owing  to  the  late  hour,  all 
speakers  expressing  high  appreciation  of  Mr.  Birkbeck's 
effort. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  the  Church  Institute,  Harrogate,  on  Friday,  February  12, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  of  Leeds,  gave  his 
lecture  on  "Radium  and  Some  of  its  Properties."  There  was 
a  full  attendance  of  pharmacists,  and  by  special  invitation 
a  large  number  of  medical  gentlemen  and  others  interested 
in  the  subject  were  present.  Mr.  C.  E  J.  Eynon  (President 
of  the  Society)  occupied  the  chair,  and  said  that  it  was  very 
gratifying  to  see  so  large  a  gathering,  which  he  presumed 
was  due  to  the  interesting  subject  of  the  lecture  and 
personnel  of  the  lecturer.  At  the  close  of  the  lecture  (which 
was  substantially  the  same  as  that  on  page  315)  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Branson. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

On  February  10  thirty  members  of  the  Association  visited 
the  glassworks  of  Messrs.  John  Ford  &  Co.,  South  Cannon- 
gate,  Edinburgh.  The  company  were  courteously  received 
by  Mr.  Rankin,  who  conducted  them  to  the  melting-pots. 
There  an  interesting  time  was  spent  watching  the  glass- 
blowers  at  work  making  fancy  lamp-shades,  winegla-ses, 
glass  shades  for  street-lamps,  &c.  Several  secured  specimens 
of  gla^s  pigs,  dogs,  &c  ,  which  the  workmen  obligingly  made 
for  them  out  of  the  molten  glass.  The  annealing-chambers 
were  also  visited  and  explained,  and  the  materials  used  in 
making  the  glass — white  sfl,nd  from  France,  red-lead,  potas- 
sium carbonate  and  scdium  carbonate,  &c. — were  indicated. 
One  article  that  was  being  made  was  a  fancy  lamp-shade 
which  was  partly  red,  from  ruby  glass  tinted  with  gold,  and 
partly  greenish,  from  a  green  glass  tinted  with  uranium. 
The  margins  of  the  shade  were  opalescent  from  the  presence 
of  calcium  phosphate,  which  was  seen  to  separate  out  as  the 
glass  cooled.  The  firm  manufacture  chiefly  fancy  and 
decorative  crystal  glassware,  but  as  the  glass- cutting, 
engraving,  and  decorating  departments  are  only  open  during 
the  day,  the  party  was  only  able  to  see  the  glass-blowing 
department.  In  reply  to  a  vote  of  thanks  proposed  by  the 
President  (Mr.  Currie),  the  party  was  cordially  invited  by 
Mr.  Rankin  to  come  some  day  to  see  the  other  departments. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Associatir  i  was  held  at  the  Norfolk 
Hotel,  Paddington,  W.,  on  February  17,  the  President  (Mr. 
J.  W.  Bowen)  in  the  chair.  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary, 
the  Treasurer  (Mr.  H.  Cracknell)  read  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting.  The  President  stated  that  there  was  no  special 
programme,  and  as  the  attendance  was  very  small  he  thought 
no  good  would  ensue  from  discussing  any  particular  subject. 
He  would  therefore  declare  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
March  18  next.  He  was  pleased,  he  said,  with  the  cordial 
support  which  the  Association  had  given  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  Benevolent  Fund  at  the  Smoking  Concert. 
It  had  stimulated  other  local  associations,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  Western  Chemists'  Association  would  always  keep  at  the 
front  as  regards  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
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Hull  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

A  well- attended  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  February  16  at  Mr.  ChapmanV,  54  Charles 
Street.  One  new  member  was  admitted.  The  Treasurer 
was  authorised  to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  membsis  a  special 
offer  of  5  cwt.  of  liquorice-juice.  A  tender  for  the  year's 
supply  of  plasters  was  accepted,  and  orders  were  placed  for 
other  goods.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  authorised 
to  make  arrangements  for  a  conference  with  members  of 
West  Riding  Associations  to  discuss  the  question  of  federa- 
tion. The  meeting  expressed  unanimous  disapproval  of  the 
action  of  the  proprietors  of  Seigel's  syrup  in  assisting,  by 
means  of  an  advertising-scheme,  a  drug  company  in  Hull. 


Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  February  16,  at 
the  Palatine  Hotel,  Mr.  Turver  (President)  in  the  chair.  The 
Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Sankey)  reported  an  increase  in 
attendances  and  members  during  the  past  season,  and  gave 
a  resume  of  the  work  done.  Mr.  Buckley  (Hon.  Treasurer) 
submitted  his  financial  report,  which  showed  an  increased 
balance  in  hand.  The  following  office-bearers  were  elected  : 
President,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Turver ;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  John 
Laurie  and  Mr.  James  Lofthouse  (Fleetwood) ;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  James  A.  Buckley  ;  and  Secretary,  Mr.  Joshua 
Sankey  ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Ashton,  Johnson,  Bailey,  Booth- 
royd,  and  Greenwood  ;  Auditors,  Messrs.  Withers  and  O.  L. 
Jackson. 

In  the  course  of  the  meeting  high  appreciation  of  the 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  Turver  and  Mr.  Sankey  was  ex- 
pressed, and  acknowledged  by  these  gentlemen. 


Royal  Photographic  Society. 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  held  last  week  at  66  Russell 
Square,  W.C.,  Sir  William  de  W.  Abney,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  &c, 
was  re-elected  President  of  the  Society,  and  the  following 
were  elected  as  Vice-Presidents  :  The  Earl  of  Crawford,  K.T., 
F.R.S.,  Mr.  Thomas  R.  Dallmeyer,  F.R.G.S.,  Major-General 
Waterhouse,  and  Sir  Henry  Trueman  Wood,  M.A.  Mr. 
John  Sterry  was  re-elected  as  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  the 
following  were  elected  as  ordinary  members  of  the  Council : 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Barnett,  H.  W.  Bennett,  James  Cadett, 
St.  Lawrence  Carson,  Douglas  English,  T.  E.  Freshwater, 
Dr.  Grindrod,  A.  Haddon,  Sir  W.  J.  Herschel,  Bart , 
J.  Hodges,  Dr.  G.  Lindsay  Johnson,  J.  C.  S.  Mummery, 
C.  H.  Oakden,  E.  S.  Shepherd,  John  Spiller,  Joseph  W. 
Swan,  Professor  Unwin,  M.  Ward,  and  B.  Gay  Wilkinson. 

The  matter  of  the  research  laboratory  was  held  over,  as 
the  committee  have  not  yet  reported.  The  "  progress  medal " 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  Frederic  Eugene  Ives,  of  New  York,  in 
recognition  of  his  contributions  to  the  solution  of  the 
problem  of  photography  in  colours  by  the  three-colour 
method. 


Chemical  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  February  17,  the 
President  (Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden,F.R.S.)inthechair.  Thestatutory 
publication  of  the  names  of  Fellows  proposed  by  the  Council 
as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  made  ;  in  addition  to  the 
changes  noted  in  our  report  of  last  meeting  (<7.  $  D., 
February  13,  p.  276)  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Dr.  A.  Scott,  the 
present  Senior  Secretary,  is  proposed  as  Tre  asurer  in  suc- 
cession to  Dr.  Horace  Brown.    The  papers  read  were  : 

Some  Intramolecular  Changes. — In  this  Mr.  R.  J. 
Friswell  described  observations  on  the  action  of  aniline 
on  diazobenzene  chloride. 

Magnesium  Oxybromide  was  described  by  Dr.  Holroyd, 
who  ottained  it  by  the  solution  of  magnesium  ethyl  bromide 
in  ether.  From  this  mixture  a  beautifully  crystalline 
compound  was  obtained,  which  was  found  to  be  magnesium 
oxybromide,  containing  two  molecules  of  ether  of  crystallisa- 
tion, thus,  MgBr30  2(C2H5)20. 

The  Spatial  Disposition  of  Ternary  Nitrogen  Com- 
pounds, by  Professor  Kipping  and  Mr.  Sully. 


A  Ballot  for  the  Election  of  Fellows 
was  held,  and  among  those  elected  were  the  following  gen- 
tlemen connected  with  pharmacy :  Mr.  C.  T.  Bennett 
(Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney's  laboratories),  Mr.  A. 
H.  Hoit,  chemist  to  Messrs.  Timothy  White  Company, 
Portsmouth,  Mr.  A.  Shrubsole,  of  Messrs.  Wyleys,  Limited, 
and  Mr.  H.  E.  Stevenson,  of  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co. 
(Limited). 


Hesodation  Ballafcs. 


The  Pubpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk  ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach'rous  work— 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

VII. — BRADFORD. 

Stalwart  Bradford,  stern  and  sturdy, 

Snug  in  vale  of  Wharfe  and  Aire, 
Breeds  brave  sons  who  shun  the  wordy 
Ways  that  shortly  need  repair ; 
But  surprising 
(Mercerising) 
Cotton  fabrics  they  prepare. 

In  that  capital  of  worsted 

Priestley  rule  has  just  begun, 
Foes  of  pharmacists  are  "  bursted  " 
By  the  deeds  that  men  have  Dunn 
At  the  "  Royal," 
Where  the  loyal 
Speeches  of  the  craft  are  spun. 

There  a  "  live  "  Association, 
With  our  evils  deftly  cope, 
Give  to  all  good  men  oblation, 
Send  out  messages  of  hope, 
Keenly,  brightly 
(And  fortnightly) 
Talk  of  Bills,  and  pills,  and  soap. 

These,  the  men  whose  names  familiar 

Pharmacists  comment  upon 
(Heedless  of  memorabilia, 
Knowing  names,  though  men  urjknown, 
Holmes  or  Marshall, 
Quite  impartial, 
Wadding-/;a?n  or  Wadding-io»}, 

With  good-humoured  verbal  fencing, 

Stir  the  problems  of  the  day, 
"  Anti-cutting,"  "  Stores,"  "  Dispensing," 
"Merits  of  P.A.T.A  ," 

"  Mutual  Trading  "  ; 
All-pervading 
Schemes  aDgelic,  feet  of  clay. 

Themes  that  chemists  found  their  ills  on 

All  make  texts  for  sound  debate  ; 
While  the  patriarchal  Silson 
(Faithful  Conference  delegate), 
Bluff  and  hearty, 
Jumps  on  Carteighe, 
Saying  Council  woke  too  late. 


SOME  JOURNEY  NOTES. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Glasspool,  M.P.S.,  High  Street,  Shoreham,  publishes 
a  local  time  table  containing  advertisements  of  his  own  spe- 
cialities. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Wilkes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Swanage,  pays  special 
attention  to  optics,  and  has  issued  a  useful  circular  entitled 
"Important  Advice  to  Spectacle-wearers." 

Messrs.  J.  F.  Andrews  &  Co.,  chemists,  Eastbourne,  issue  a 
compact  and  neat  list  of  their  medicinal  preparations,  in  which 
they  draw  attention  to  their  dispensing  department.  Local 
postal  information  is  also  given, 

Mr.  L.  Cameron,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Broad  Street,  Sea- 
ford,  issues  a  daintily  got  up  and  attractive  list  of  his  own  toilet 
and  household  specialities  and  general  requisites,  mineral- waters, 
cameras,  &c,  special  attention  being  directed  to  the  dispensing 
department. 
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Westminster  Mlsfcom. 

{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 
New  Bills. 

Re-vaccination  Bill. — Introduced  by  Sir  John  Tuke,  sup  - 
p>rted  by  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Mr.  Haldane,  Dr.  Farquharson, 
Ciptiin  Jessel,  Mr.  Malcolm,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Heywood 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr.  Moon,  Sir  Charles  Dalrymple, 
and  Sir  John  Dorington.  The  Bill  consists  of  twelve  clauses 
and  a  schedule.  Its  object  is  to  make  re-vaccination  of  all 
children  in  England  and  Wales  compulsory  within  six 
months  after  they  have  attained  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
The  machinery  of  the  Bill  includes  a  provision  to  require  the 
local  educational  authority,  under  the  Education  Acts 
1870  to  1903,  headmasters  of  other  schools,  masters  of 
workhouses,  and  heads  of  orphanages,  to  furnish  to  the 
vaccination-officer  twice  a  year  lists  of  children  under  their 
charge. 

Merchandise  Marks. — Introduced  by  Sir  Howard  Vincent, 
supported  by  Sir  Carne  Rasch,  Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  and 
Mr.  Field.  Consists  of  four  clauses,  of  which  the  second  is 
the  essential  one.    It  proposes  to  enact  that : 

All  goods  of  foreign  manufacture  are  hereby  prohibited  to  be 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom,  unless  the  word  "  imported  " 
shall  be  conspicuously  and  indelibly  stamped  upon  each  article, 
and  any  goods  of  foreign  manufacture  not  so  marked  shall  be 
prohibited  to  be  imported. 

The  third  clause  makes  provision  for  specially  exempting 
goods  of  foreign  make,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  incapable 
of  being  marked. 

Qualification  of  Trained  Nurses. — Dr.  Farquharson  on 
Monday  introduced  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  qualification  of 
trained  nurses  and  to  provide  for  their  registration.  It  is 
proposed  in  this  measure  to  have  a  Council  of  Education 
and  Registration  appointed,  in  a  similar  manner  to  the 
General  Medical  Council,  including  direct  representatives. 
The  second  reading  of  the  Bill  has  been  provisionally  put 
down  for  Monday  next. 

Medical  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Bill. — Introduced  by 
General  Laurie,  supported  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir  John 
Tuke,  Mr.  Rothschild,  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  Mr.  Middlemore, 
and  Sir  Mancberjee  Bhownaggree.  Consists  of  two  clauses 
(eleven  lines).  In  order  to  facilitate  the  admission  of 
colonially  trained  and  registered  medical  men  to  practise  in 
Great  Britain  and  hold  appointments  in  the  Imperial 
service,  the  Act  of  1886  made  certain  provisions  for  recipro- 
city, which  are  found  to  exclude  Canada  from  the  privilege, 
owing  to  peculiarities  in  the  Canadian  law.  These  the  Bill 
proposes  to  rectify  by  Order  of  Council. 

Shops  Bill. — Sir  Charles  Dilke's  well-known  measure  re- 
introduced with  the  former  support.  It  consists  of  twenty- 
two  clauses  and  a  schedule,  and  proposes  to  enact  that 
shops  will  be  closed  as  follows  : 

One  day  each  week  at  or  before  '   1  p.m. 

Three  days      ,,            „    7  p.m. 

One  day          „             „    9  p.m. 

One  day         „            „    10  p.m. 

The  local  authority  has  power  to  settle  the  hours,  but  the 
provisions  as  to  closing  will  not  apply,  inter  alia,  to  shops 
kept  open  solely  for  selling  medicines  or  medical  and 
surgical  appliances.  The  Bill  further  provides  in  a  second 
part  that  children  under  fourteen  shall  not  be  employed  in 
shops ;  prohibits  any  person  being  employed  in  a  shop 
more  than  sixty  hours  in  one  week,  and,  generally,  would 
regulate  shops  much  in  the  same  way  as  factories  at  present 
are.    The  second  reading  is  down  for  March  25. 

Registration  of  Firms. — Mr  Emmott  brought  in  a  Bill  on 
Wednesday  providing  for  the  registration  of  firms  and  persons 
carrying  on  business  under  trade-names. 

Dogs  Poisoned  with  Strychnine. 
Replying  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Sloan  as  to  bringing  to 
justice  people  who  had  scattered  strychnine  so  as  to  poison 
dogs  at  Howth,  Mr.  Wyndham  stated  last  Friday  that 
"  poison  had  been  placed  on  the  lands  of  two  gentlemen  in 
the  locality,  but  the  requirements  of  the  law  had  been  duly 
observed." 


The  Metric  System. 

Lord  Belhaven,  who  has  taken  charge  of  the  Weights  and 
Measures  (Metric  System)  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  has 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  its  second  reading  next 
Tuesday. 

Trade-marks  Bill.. 

The  attempt  to  take  the  second  reading  of  the  Trade- 
marks Bill  on  Tuesday  night  was  not  successful,  and  the  Bill 
has  now  been  put  down  for  Tuesday,  March  15 

Protection  and  the  Alkali-trade. 

Sir  John  Brunner  is  a  recognised  authority  on  all  matters 
concerning  the  alkali-trade,  and  the  speech  which  he  made 
in  the  House  late  on  Thursday,  February  11,  in  the  course 
of  the  fiscal  debate,  was  well  received.    Mr.  Chamberlain,  he 
reminded  the  House,  had  told  his  audience  at  Nesvcastle-on- 
Tyne  that  the  alkali-trade  of  that  neighbourhood  had  been 
ruined  by  foreign  competition.    This  trade,  Sir  John  ex- 
plained, was  carried  on  by  two  methods,  one  employing 
sulphur  and  the  other  ammonia.  After  many  experiments,  it 
was  decided  that  the  sulphur-process  was  the  best,  because 
sulphur  was  the  more  easy  to  obtain.    This  process  was 
rapidly  eleveloped,  and  many  fortunes  were  made  by  it  a 
great  many  years  ago.    In  1861,  however,  a  distinguished 
Belgian  started  again  the  ammonia-process,  and  alter  ex- 
perimenting with  it  for  ten  years  he  succeeded  with  his 
process,  which  underwent  an  enormous  elevelopment,  with 
the  result  that  last  year  the  amount  of  alkali  produced  by 
the  ammonia-process  went  up  from  260  000  tons  to  1,610,000 
tons.    Was  that  foreign  competition  ?    Mr.  Chamberlain  did 
not  know  even  the  A  B  C  of  this  trade,  and  to  attempt  by 
legislation  to  stop  such  a  process  was  like  trying  to  legislate 
against  last  year's  rain.    What  were  really  the  reasons  why 
some  trades  were  languishing  in  this  country  1    One  of  the 
reasons  was  that  the  works  in  which  the  busine;s  was  carried 
on  were  old-fashioned.     There  were  trades  which  were 
seriously  injured  by  the  old-fashioned  ways  of  the  trade- 
unions.    Just  as  the  plant  in  some  works  was  old-fashioned, 
so  the  trade-unions  were  old-fa~hioned  if  they  drove  hard 
bargains  with  employers  as  to  new  designs,  if  they  unduly 
limited  the  number  of  apprentices,  or  limited  mechanical 
appliance?.  Before  they  descended  to  such  a  method  as  pro- 
tective duties,  at  the  least  let  the  employers  and  the  em- 
ployed meet  together  in  a  friendly  fashion  and  set  their 
house  in  order.     There  was   too    much   of  the   "  rule 
of  thumb"   management  in   English  works.      His  own 
firm   once   got  a  claim   from  a  glass-maker,  who  said 
that  his  glass  was  ruined  by  the  amount  of  sulphur  in 
the  alkali  sold  to  him.    He  (Sir  John)  knew  there  was  no 
sulphur  in  the  alkali,  and  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  glass-works. 
He  succeeded  in  getting  a  sample  of  baryta  which  was  being 
used  there,  and  he  sent  it  to  the  public  analyst  of  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  for  analysis.    It  was  found  to  be  sulphate  of  baryta. 
Hence  those  tears.    Naturally  no  more  was  heard  of  the 
claim.    Only  a  fortnight  ago  he  heard  of  a  case  which 
afforded  an  illustration  of  how  English  trade  got  behind.  It 
bad  been  behind,  but  it  was  recovering.    An  Englishman  resi- 
dent in  one  of  the  British  colonies  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  his  factory  a  plant  which  was  likely  to  produce  a  new 
dye.     He  sent  a  specimen  to  a  correspondent  in  England, 
and  the  correspondent  sent  it  to  the  Imperial  Institute  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  anything  could  be  made  of  it. 
The  authorities  of  the  Institute  said  they  never  examined  any- 
thing except  for  the  Colonial  Office.    The  English  correspon 
dent  sent  the  specimen  to  a  well-known  firm  of  chemical 
manufacturer  s  in  Germany,  who  had  it  analysed,  with  the  result 
that  a  dye  was  now  being  produced  which  was  threatening 
India  with  the  absolute  loss  of  the  trade  in  indigo.  That 
dye  had  been  registered  in  the  name  of  a  German  company 
and  the  English  correspondent.    The  House  )emembered 
very  well  how,  not  loDg  ago,  a  number  of  deaths  were  caused 
from  the  drinking  of  beer  containing  arsenic     It  was  founel 
that  only  those  who  drank  to  excess  had  suffered  from  the 
arsenic.    In  a  trial  just  finished  the  names  of  two  firms  had 
been  mentioned,  one  of  whom  made  sulphuric  acid  and  the 
other  made  glucose.     That  trial  had  brought  to  light  an 
appalling  ignorance  on  the  part  of  these  firms,  which  was  a 
shame  to  the  chemical  trade.    He  was  glad  that  the  English 
firm  who  manufactured  sulphuric  acid  should  have  been 
excused  from  any  allegat'on  of  fraud,  but  their  ignorance 
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wa?  absolutely  appalling.  As  an  illustration  of  th3  dis- 
advantages of  protection,  he  mentioned  that  his  friead 
Mr.  Leve.r  had  a  soap-factory  in  Canada,  and  he  wanted  t) 
use  cotton-sefd  oil  for  making  soap.  All  soap-materials 
there  were  duty-free,  but  cotton-seed  oil  was  not  on  th^  list 
The  other  soap  manufacturer  >  did  not,  want  to  u?e  coton- 
seed  oil,  and  they  tcok  mea  uies  to  prevent  it  being  put  upon 
the  list.  Tha",  wa-i  an  example  of  the  corruption  that  took 
place  under  protection. 

New  Alkali-works  Bill. 

I  learn  that  Mr.  Walter  Long  has  prepared,  and  will 
probably  shortly  introduce,  an  important  Bill  to  consolidate 
and  amend  the  Alkali-works  Regulation  Acts,  1881  and 
1892  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act 
of  1881  passed  the  House  of  Lords  and  was  read  a  second 
time  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1901,  but  made  no  further 
progress.  The  present  Bill  has  been  prepared  to  effect  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  Bill  of  1901,  and  t » 
bring  certain  other  works  within  lhe  operation  of  the 
Alkali  Acts.  At  the  same  time  the  opportunity  is  taken  to 
consolidate  the  existing  Acts.  Under  the  new  Bill  it  is 
provided  that 

sulphuric-ac;d  works  -  that  is  to  say  any  works  (not  being  alkali- 
works  within  the  meaning  of  the  former  Act)  in  which  the  manu- 
facture of  sulphuric  acid  is  carried  on  by  the  lead-ch'mber 
process— namely,  the  process  by  which  sulphurous  acid  is  con- 
verted into  sulphuric  acid  by  the  agency  of  oxides  of  nitrogen  and 
by  the  use  of  the  lead-chamber— shall  be  brought  under  the 
provision  requiring  every  alkali-work  to  be  carried  on  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  secure  condensation  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chief 
inspector.  The  condensation  of  the  acid  gases  of  sulphur  or  of 
sulphur  and  nilrogen  which  are  evolved  in  the  manufacture  of 
sulphuric  acid  by  the  process  defined  must  be  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  total  acidity  of  those  gases  in  each  cubic  foot  of  residual 
gases  after  completion  of  the  process  and  before  admixture 
with  air,  smoke  or  other  gases,  does  not  exceed  what  is  equivalent 
to  4  gr.  of  sulphuric  anhydride.  In  addition  to  the  condensation 
of  these  acid  gases  and  of  the  muriatic-acid  gas  which  comes  under 
the  provisions  of  the  existing  Acts,  it  is  laid  down  in  the  new  Bill 
that  the  owner  of  every  alkali-work  shall  use  the  best  practicable 
means  for  preventing  the  escape  of  noxious  or  offensive  gas  by 
any  exit -flue  of  any  process  to  which  the  Bill  applies  and  which  is 
carried  on  in  such  work,  and  for  preventing  the  discharge  of  such 
gases  into  the  atmosphere,  whether  directly  or  by  a  chimney  or 
other  outlet,  and  for  rendering  such  gases  harmless  and  inoffensive 
"  when  and  where  discharged."  It  is  laid  down,  however,  that  no 
inspector  shall  take  objection  to  any  muriatic-acid  gas  in  ihe  air 
where  the  amount  of  such  acid  gas  in  each  cubic  foot  of 
air  does  not  exceed  one-fifth  part  of  a  grain  of  muriatic  acid  ; 
in  the  case  of  any  acid  gases  of  sulphur,  or  of 
sulphur  and  nitrogen,  escaping  from  any  process  for  the 
concentration  or  distillation  of  sulphuric  acid  where  it  does  not 
exceed  what  is  equivalent  to  4  gr.  of  sulphuric  anhydride  ;  and  in 
the  case  of  any  acid-gases  resulting  from  any  sulphuric-acid 
Class  II.  works  (that  is  to  say,  any  works  in  which  the  manufac- 
ture of  sulphuric  acid  is  carried  on  by  any  process  other  than  the 
lead-chamber  process)  where  the  total  acidity  does  not  exceed 
what  is  equivalent  to  1|  gr.  of  sulphuric  anhydride  in  each  cubic 
foot  of  air. 

The  expression  "  noxious  or  offensive  "  gas  used  in  the  foregoing 
applies  to  muriatic  acid,  sulphuric  acid,  sulphurous  acid  lexcept 
that  arising  from  the  combustion  of  coal),  nitric  acid,  and  other 
oxides  of  nitrogen,  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  chlorine  and  its  acid 
compounds,  fluorine  compounds,  cyanogen  compounds,  bisulphide 
of  carbon,  chloride  of  sulphur,  fumes  from  cement-works,  metallic 
fumes  containing  copper,  lead,  antimony,  arsenic,  zinc,  or  their 
compounds,  and  fumes  from  tar-works. 

A  large  number  of  new  works  are  scheduled  as  coming 
under  the  operation  of  the  Alkali-works  Act  as  amended  and 
consolidated  by  the  Bill.  The  list  enumerated  in  the  Bill  is 
as  follows,  the  new  works  brought  under  the  Act  being 
pr'nted  in  italic;  : 

(1)  Sulphuric-acid  works — that  is  to  say,  any  works  (not  being 
•  alkali-works  within  the  meaning  of  the  Bill)  in  which  the  manu- 
facture of  sulphuric  acid  is  carried  on  by  the  lead-chamber 
process— namely,  the  process  by  which  sulphurous  acid  is  con- 
verted into  sulphuric  acid  bi/  the  agency  of  oxides  of  nitrogen 
and  by  the  use  of  the  lead-chamber. 

(2)  Chemical-manure  works — that  is  to  say,  any  works  in  which 
the  manufacture  of  chemical  manure  is  carried  on,  and  any  works 
tn  which  any  mineral  phosphate  is  subjected  to  treatment 
involving  chemical  chanqe  through  the  application  or  use  of 
any  acid. 

(3)  Gas-hquor  works— that  is  to  say,  any  works  (not  being 
Sulpiiatc-of-ammonia  works,  or  muriate-of-ammonia  works)  in 


which  ammoniacal  liquor  is  used  in  any  manufacturing 
process,  and  any  works  in  which  ammoniacal  liquor  is  de- 
sulphurised by  tiie  application  of  heat,  in  any  process  connected' 
with  the  purification  of  gas. 

(\)  Nitric  acid  works — that  is  to  siy,  any  works  in  which  the 
manuf ac lure  of  nitric  acid  i9  carried  on,  and  any  works  in  which 
nitric  acid  is  recovered  from  oxides  of  nitrogen. 

(5)  Sulphate-of-ammonia  works  and  muriate-of-ammonia 
works— that  is  to  say,  any  works  in  which  tne  manufacture  of 
sulphate  of  ammonia  or  of  muriate  of  ammonia  is  cirried  on. 

(b)  Chlorine-works  -that  is  to  say,  any  works  in  which  chlorine 
is  made  or  used  in  any  manufacturing-process. 

(7)  Sulphuric-acid  [Class  II.)  works — that  is  to  say,  any  works 
in  which  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  is  carried  on  by 
any  process  other  than  the  lead-chamber  process,  and  any 
works  for  the  concentration  or  distillation  of  sulphuric  acid. 

(8)  Muriatic-acid  works— that  is  to  say, 

(a)  Muriatic-aoid  works,  orworks(not  being  alkali-works  as 
defined  in  the  Bill)  where  muriatic  acid  is  made  ; 

(b)  Fibre-separation  tvorks,  or  works  where  muriatic-acid 
gas  is  used  for  the  separation  of  silk  or  woollen  fibre  from 
vegetable  fibre  ; 

(c)  Tin-plate  flux  works,  or  luorks  in  which  any  residue 
or  flux  from  tin-plate  work  is  calcined,  for  the  utilisation  of 
such  residue  or  flux  ;  and 

(d)  Salt-works,  or  works  in  which  the  extraction  of  salt 
from  brine  is  carried  on,  and  in  which  muriatic-acid  gas  is 
evolved. 

(9)  Sulphide-works — that  is  to  say,  works  in  which  lul- 
phurctted  hydrogen  is  evolved  by  the  decomposition  of  metallic 
sulpliides,  or  in  which  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  used  in  the 
production  of  such  sulphides. 

(10)  Alkali-waste  works — that  is  to  say,  worl«  in  which  alkali- 
waste  or  tJie  drainage  therefrom  is  subjected  to  any  chemical 
process  for  the  recovery  of  sulphur  or  for  the  utilisation  of  any 
constituent  of  such  waste  or  drainage. 

(11)  Venetian  red  works — that  is  to  say,  works  for  the  manu- 
faetura  of  Venetian  red,  crocus,  or  polishing-powder,  by  heating 
sulphate  or  some  other  salt  of  iron. 

(1-!)  Lead-deposit  works— that  is  to  say,  workj  in  which  the 
sulphate  of-lead  deposit  from  sulphuric-acid  chambers  is  dried  or 
smelted. 

(13)  Bisulphide-of -carbon  works  — that  is  to  say,  tvorks  for  the 
manufacture  of  bisulphide  of  carbon. 

1 14 1  Sulphocyanide  works  —  that  is  to  say,  works  in  which  the 
manufacture  of  any  sulphocyanide  is  carried,  on  by  the  reaction 
of  bisulphide  of  carbon  upon  ammonia  or  any  of  its  com- 
pounds. 

(15)  Picric-acid  tvorks— that  is  to  say,  works  in  which  nitric 
acid  or  a  nitrate  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  picric  acid. 

(16)  Paraffin  oil  works— that  is  to  say,  tvorks  in  which  crude 
shale  oil  is  refined. 

(17)  Bisulphite-works— that  is  to  say,  works  in  which  sul- 
phurous acid  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  acid  sulphites  of 
the  alkalies  or  alkaline  earths. 

(18)  Tar-works— that  is  to  say,  works  where  gas-tar  or  coal-tar 
is  distilled  or  is  heated  in  any  manufacturing- process. 

(19)  Zinc- works — that  is  to  say,  works  in  which,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  heat,  zinc  is  extracted  from  the  ore,  or  from  any  residue 
containing  that  metal. 

Analysis  of  Artificial  Manures. 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  on  Thursday  if  he  would  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs 
Act,  1893,  as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  so  that  the 
analyses  of  artificial  manures  be  stamped  on  the  bags,  and 
otherwise  to  ensure  greater  efficiency  in  carrying  out 
the  Act. 

Mr.  Wyndham,  in  reply,  said  the  Department  had  under 
consideration  the  question  of  an  amendment  of  the  Act  so 
far  as  it  applied  to  Ireland.  Before  finally  deciding  as  to 
the  nature  of  any  amendment,  it  proposed  to  avail  itself  of 
the  conclusions  which  might  be  arrived  at  by  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Act  in 
Great  Britain,  as  much  of  the  evidence  before  the  Committee 
would  no  doubt  be  also  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  F trench  also  asked  a  question  to  the  same  effect. 
Mr.  Wyndham  replied  in  the  above  sense. 


Alderman  Arthur  G.  Prince,  chemist  and  druggist,  Longton, 
Staffs,  died  on  February  17,  after  a  year's  illness.  He  was 
sixty-six  years  of  age,  and  retired  eight  vear*  ago,  his  nephew, 
Mr.  Roland  Prince,  pharmaceutical  ch-mist,  succeeding  him. 
We  shall  refer  more  fully  to  the  deceased  gentleman  in  our  next 
is3ue, 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Trade- marks. 

Sir, — There  seems  to  be  something  essentially  defective 
in  the  law  relatirg  to  trade-marks.  This  is  evident  from  the 
amount  of  litigation  which  has  taken  place  to  determine 
questions  which  ars  not  of  a  legal  nature,  and  which  legal 
experts  are  not  specially  qualified  to  decide.  Difficulties 
will  no  doubt  always  arise  necessitating  an  appeal  to  the 
law-courts,  but  the  main  question  usually  at  issue  as  to 
whether  a  certain  word  is,  or  is  not,  an  "invented  word," 
and  properly  registrable,  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  legal 
question  at  all.  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  both  to 
traners  and  the  public  if  a  competent  committee  of  experts 
had  the  power  of  deciding  as  to  the  validity  of  a  word  once 
and  for  all.  They  might  be  guided  by  a  code  of  rules  care- 
fully drawn  up.  Questions  of  priority  and  the  like  would 
probably  reqirre  to  be  settled  in  the  courts  of  law.  Lord 
Shand's  opinion  in  the  •■  iSolio  "  case  is  admirably  expressed, 
but  it  seems  scarcely  to  have  been  acted  up  to;  and  one 
cannot  blame  the  Registrar  very  much  for  his  apparently 
unfortunate  decisions,  as  the  decisions  of  various  learned 
judges  have  rendered  his  position  difficult.  Some  one  learned 
in  the  law  recently  remarked  that  "ine  "is  a  mere  flourish 
and  meaES  nothing.  That  is  certainly  not  the  fact.  What 
dictionaries  or  piofessors  tell  us  has  little  to  do  with  the 
matter.  The  question  is,  What  does  the  expression  convey 
to  the  general  public,  especial  y  to  the  possible  buyers  of  the 
article  named  .'  The  termination  "ine  "  conveys  the  idea  of 
an  article  to  be  used  for  a  specific  purpose,  whether  in 
medicine,  or  in  arts  and  manufactures  ;  and  even  to  the 
ordinary  mortal  ignorant  of  Greek  the  syllable  "  oid " 
conveys  a  fairly  definite  meaning.  If  the  law,  as  it  stands 
at  present,  could  be  supposed  to  permit  the  registration  of  a 
so-called  "invented  word,"  which  is  simply  an  ordinary 
English  word  with  "  ine  "  or  "  oid  "  or  some  other  te-mination 
tacked  on  to  it,  the  case  for  amending  the  law  might  well  be 
voted  urgent.  The  Registrar  has  gone  on  the  wrong  tack  of 
admitting  every  woid  which  can  by  the  most  far-fetched 
reasoning  be  allowed.  He  should  go  on  the  safe  tack  (if 
the  law  allows  him)  of  excluding  every  word  regarding 
which  there  is  any  ground  for  suspicion. 

Yours,  &c. 

Edinburgh,  February  16.  D.  B.  Dott. 

Warnings  to  Chemists. 

W.  Morton— We  received  last  week  a  note  from  Mr. 
J.  W.  Simpson,  St.  Margaret's-on-Tbames,  in  regard  to  a  man 
giviDg  the  name  W.  Morton,  of  26  Oft'ord  Road,  Barnsbury,  N., 
who  called  on  behalf  of  the  Vegox  Company  (Limited)  and 
accepted  an  order  to  send  a  small  supply  on  sale  or  return. 
He  requested  list  of  local  doctors  to  have  interviewed,  which 
Mr.  Simpson  gave  him.  Later  in  the  day  he  returned, 
apologised,  and  asked  for  cheque  to  be  cashed,  which  was 
declined.  He  then  waited  until  he  induced  his  victim  to  lend 
him  2s.,  which  was  to  be  returned  the  same  night.  He 
has  not  been  heard  of  since.  We  have  communicated  with 
Vegox  (Limited),  and  they  reply  : 

With  regard  to  the  man  calling  himself  Morton,  we  believe  that 
his  real  name  is  Foster,  and  early  last  year  we  gave  him  a  short; 
trial  as  traveller  for  us,  but  he  proved  so  unsatisfactory  in  more 
than  one  way  that  we  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  him,  and  any 
connection  which  he  may  claim  to  have  with  our  company  is 
entirely  false.  We  have  had  several  complaints  about  him,  and 
as  there  is  a  warrant  out  for  his  arrest,  which  the  police  have  as 
yet  been  unable  to  put  into  force,  we  should  be  glad  to  give  a 
small  reward  to  anyone  who  would  assist  to  bring  this  about, 
resulting  in  a  conviction. 

We  understand  that  the  man  claims  to  have  a  cheque  signed 


by  this  company  in  his  favour.  He  certainly  holds  no  cheque  of 
ours,  and  we  should  be  glad  if  anyone  to  whom  he  shows  it  would 
let  us  know  to  whom  it  is  made  out,  and  by  whom  signed. 

Mr.  Cameron  Logan. — We  have  this  week  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  J.  Nuttall,  of  Oldham,  in  regard  to 

"the  doings  of  a  Mr.  Cameron  Logan,  Union  Wa'ch  Company, 
Alvvyn  Road,  Fallowfield,  Manchester.  He  comes  with  an 
advertising  scheme  which,  he  says,  was  commended  by  you  about 
twelve  months  ago.  A  card  arrangement  for  purchases  amounting 
to  1/.,  when  the  card  is  filled  one  has  the  privilege  of  buying  a 
watch  for  14s.  9d.,  which  really  looks  very  well.  Ho  promises  to 
distribute  handbills  explaining  the  scheme  on  one  side,  and  on 
another  the  chemist's  own  advertisement.  He  evidently  has 
fulfilled  his  promises  in  some  places,  as  he  shows  bills  from 
various  places,  also  orders,  &c.  In  our  case  and  another  in 
Oldham  he  had  not  done  so  at  the  time  of  writing,  although 
several  letters  have  been  written  him,  of  which  he  has  taken  no 
notice.  The  writer  went  to  see  him  on  Sunday  last,  but  was  told 
he  was  away  for  the  day." 

We  have  never  commended  Mr.  Cameron  Logan's  scheme 
but  we  had  a  complaint  similar  to  the  foregoing  a  year  or 
two  ago,  and  we  had  another  complaint  last  wetk.  Cheuists 
should  not  part  with  their  money  in.  this  or  any  other  case 
until  all  parts  of  the  bargain  are  made  good. 

Tr.  Benzoin.  Co. 

Sir, — The  point  mentioned  by  Mr.  G.  C.  Moor  in  your 
columns  last  week  raises  the  whole  c[uestion  of  a  minimum 
standard  for  solids  in  tr.  benz.  co  ,  together  with  the  method 
of  theirdetermination ;  unless  similar  methods  are  adopted  the 
results  are  not  comparable.  The  dilution- method  (by  which 
exactly  1  c.c.  can  be  taken)  was  selected  some  years  ago 
after  a  series  of  experiments,  because  thereby  a  practically 
constant  weight  (loss  =  less  than  1  mg.  per  hour)  can  be 
obtained  on  the  open  water-bath  in  a  reasonable  time  (about 
two  dajs).  It  would  appear  that  the  drying  has  been  some- 
times described  as  '  to  constant  weight,"  meaning  thereby 
only  an  approximation  to  constancy.  My  experience  is  that 
it  is  an  extremely  tedious  matter  to  dry  several  cubic  centi- 
metres so  that  it  shall  not  lose  more  than,  say,  2  mg.  per 
hour,  and  that  the  more  tincture  taken  the  higher  will  the 
solids  appear,  since  the  resinous  surface  expo>ed  is  the  same 
in  all  cases.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  Dr. 
Alfred  Hill  originally  dried  his  solids  at  45°-50°  C.  Later, 
Hill  and  Liverseege  evaporated  5  c.c.  on  the  water-bath  in  a 
3-inch  flat-bottom  metal  dish,  and  dried  in  a  water-oven  for 
three  hours.  Merson  dried  1  or  2  c.c.  "  to  constant  weight 
in  the  water-oven,"  occupying  several  hours.  Moor  and 
Priest  evaporated  10  c.c.  "till  constant  (say,  two  hours  at 
about  99°  C.)."  I  obtained  with  three  different  tinctures  the 
following  results : 


1 

2 

3 

T.S. — 20  c  c.  on  open  water-bath  in 

metal  dish  till  loss  did  not  ex- 

ceed 20  mg.  in  five  minutes  ... 

19  87 

19-3 

Ditto,    till    nearly    constant  (loss 

=  3  mg.  per  hour  after  1  week) 

17-77 

T.S. — Hill  and  Liverseege  method, 

5  c.c. 

16-9 

1806 

T.S. — By  dilution  method,  1  c.c.  ... 

H4 

15-6 

149 

Sp-  gr  

0900 

0  898 

0  897 

Alcohol.  

72-8 

72-5 

The  following  experiments,  made  five  years  ago,  show 
that  the  ingredients  of  tr.  benz.  e^.  lose  considerably  more 
when  dried  down  from  alcoholic  solution  than  when  dried 
directly,  and  also  that  in  this  case  only  some  five-sixths  of 
the  soluble  solids  passed  into  solution  when  the  tincture  was 
prepared  strictly  according  to  the  official  directions.  Four 
solutions  were  prepared  in  90  per-cent.  alcohol  r  >m  benzoin, 
prepared  storax,  tolu,  socotrine  aloes,  the  insoluble  matter 
in  the  benzoin  and  aloes  having  been  previously  determined 
and  allowed  for.  The  strength  of  each  solution  was  four- 
tenths  that  of  the  B.P.  tincture,  so  that  when  equal  volumes 
of  all  four  were  mixed  together  a  solution  was  obtained 
one-tenth  the  maximum  strength  of  the  official  tincture. 
Each  solution  was  evaporated  singly,  and  also  a  mixture  of 
equal  volumes  of  each. 
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Per  Cent.  Dry  Substance  Calculated  in  each  ease  on  the 
Original  Drug  Freed  from  Insoluble  Matter. 


A 

Substance 

Dried 
Directly 
without 
Alcobol 

B 

Dried 
after 
Solution 

in 
Alcohol 

C 

Dried  again 
after 
Adding 
more 
Alcohol 

Benzoin  (coarse  powder) 

91-2 

84'4 

84-4 

Storax   

940 

93-1 

931 

Tolu   

86-8 

760 

730 

Aloes  (powder)  

875 

82-6 

82-6 

From  this  it  appears  that — 

Total  soluble  matter  used  in  making  the 
tincture  

Total  solids  in  tincture  calculated  from 
results  of  A 

Total  solids  in  tincture  calculated  from 
results  of  B   

"Whereas — 
Total  solids  found  by  mixing  the  four 

and  drying  10  c.c  

Total  solids  after  adding  more  alcohol 

and  drying  again.   


=  21'83  grams  per  litre 
=  19  94  grams  per  litre 
=  18  83  grams  per  litre 

=  18  75  grams  per  litre 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


18  55  grams  per  litre 
A  B.P.  tincture  was  also  made  from  the  same  drug-, 
following  the  official  instructions  and  making  the  same 
allowance  for  insoluble  matter,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
total  solids  (dilution-method,  1  in  10)  were  15  6  per  cent, 
(theory  =  18  55),  indicating  that  only  84  per  cent,  of  the 
soluble  solids  used  had  dissolved. 

In  selecting  a  minimum  standard  for  tr.  benz.  co.  some 
latitude  should  be  allowed  for  several  reasons  (the  range  of 
figures  given  in  my  paper  applies  to  t'nctures  of  maximum 
strength — i.e.,  in  which  full  allowance  was  made  for  insoluble 
matter).  If  the  benzoin  is  in  coarse  powder  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  two  similar  samples,  and  therefore  analysis  only 
gives  an  approximate  guide  to  the  quantity  which  should 
be  used.  As  shown  above,  it  is  impossible  to  ensure  solution 
of  all  the  soluble  matter  if  the  official  directions  are 
followed.  This  was  also  pointed  out  by  Merson  in  1901. 
He  says,  "  The  tincture,  if  made  as  the  B.P.  directs,  how- 
ever good  the  crude  materials  may  be,  will  give  relatively  a 
low  yield  of  solids."  The  aromatic  resins  are  valued  by 
their  content  of  aromatic  acids  and  esters,  which  are  notably 
volatile,  and  not  by  their  non-volatile  res:n-content.  Con- 
sequently, the  more  aromatic  the  drugs  used  the  less  total 
solids  will  they  give  rise  to  in  a  tincture.  For  this  and 
other  reasons  it  is  sometimes  advisable  to  est'mate  the 
aromatic  acids,  &c,  as  suggested  by  Barclay. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  F.  Harvey. 
Boots'  Research  Laboratory,  Nottingham. 

[On  this  subject  we  print,  on  page  327,  a  note  by  Mr.  E. 
Dowzard  which  we  had  in  type  for  insertion  last  week. — Editor.] 

"  Draba  Verna." 

Sir, — To  illustrate  the  mildness  of  the  season,  I  found  this 
little  plant  in  blossom  to-day  in  an  exposed  place  which  is 
open  to  wind  from  all  quarters.  This  is  the  earliest  I  have 
everfourjd  it.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  earliest  record  of 
any  of  your  readers  from  personal  observation  of  the  flower- 
ing of  this  tiny  harbinger  of  spring.  Ranunculus  Fiearea  has 
been  in  bloom  for  the  past  ten  days  with  us. 

Southsea,  February  14.  J.  G.  Sangster. 

"No  Compulsion. 

Sir, — Dr.  McWalter  in  this  week's  issue  of  your  journal 
refers  to  "  Mr.  Gadd's  compulsory  curriculum."  Will  you 
allow  me  to  state  that  I  have  never  advocated  a  "  compul- 
sory "  curriculum,  although  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  best  education  is  secured  by  collegiate  training  taken 
concurrently  with  apprenticeship  1  I  do  not,  however,  think 
it  at  all  advisable  to  force  such  a  course  on  all  students 
alike.  A  voluntary  movement  is  much  more  congenial  to 
Englishmen,  and  I  presume  to  Irishmen,  than  any  form  of 
conscription.  Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  February  13.  H.  Wippell  Gadd. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


30/61.  T.  $  S.-Ewe's  Stimulating-mixture  ("  V.C.P.," 
page  285).— This  should  read  "Inf.  gent.  co.  cone,  ad  gvj." 

257,62.  Stylograph. — We  know  of  no  "ink  for  writing  a 
permanent  inscription  on  glazed  china."  Ornamentation  is 
put  on  china  and  earthenware  before  glazing. 


36,21. 
Powder.- 


W.  H.  S—  Sir  Andrew  Clark's  Stomachic 
-This  consists  of — 


Si- 
Si. 

Si- 


Pulv.  rhei 

Sochi  bicarb  

Pulv.  cinnam.  co. 

The  dose  is  10  to  15  gr. 

31/66  tr.  T. — There  is  no  book  published  on  the  manu- 
facture of  caramel.  The  outline  of  the  prooess  is  given  in 
such  works  as  Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry," 
but  much  needs  to  be  learnt  by  experience.  Consult,  a  paper 
on  the  subject  in  the  C.  $  D.,  April  7,  1900,  page  583. 

30/12.  R.  W.  T— Gorham's  "  Tooth-extractioa "  and 
Barrett's  "  Dental  Surgery  for  General  Practitioners  "  (both 
published  by  Lewis)  are  books  that  would  improve  your 
dental  knowledge. 

38/71.  Sidesman. — Dry-rot  is  guarded  against  in  wood- 
work placed  direct  on  to  a  concrete  flojr  by  creosotiog  or 
tarring  the  wood.  A  special  crude  creosote  is  employed  for 
the  purpose,  but  if  you  only  want  to  use  the  process  on  a 
small  scale  the  free  use  of  tar  will  be  more  suitable. 

10/90.  A.  W.  C— Toxicity  of  Aniline  Dye  —It  doss 
not  follow  that  because  a  dye  is  "free  from  arsenic"  it  is 
therefore  harmless ;  but,  we  think  you  are  indicating 
Ponceau  red  when  you  speak  of  "aniline  scarlet,"  we  can 
inform  you  that  teat  is  a  colour  which  the  Austrian 
authorities  permit  to  be  used  in  foodstuffs  as  "comparatively 
harmless."  We  cannot  reply  by  post  to  the  many  questions 
we  receive  from  subscribjrs. 

143/56.  C.  A.  L.  (Paris). — (1)  Manganese  Borate, 
MnH4(B03)2,  is  best  made  by  adding  40-per-cent.  solution  of 
manganese  sulphate  to  a  15-per-cent.  solution  of  borax. 
The  precipitated  manganese  borate  is  dried  at  100°.  This  is 
the  sum  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Chemical  Society  in 
1893  by  Hartley  and  Ramage.  (2)  We  will  keep  your 
suggestion  before  us. 

43/48.  Mercurius  (Barcelona). — Glucose  is  employed  in 
tanneries  for  weighting  or  "  stuffing  "  leather.  When  glucose 
alone  is  used  it  is  melted  in  a  steam-pan  with  about  5  per 
cent,  of  water,  and  the  resulting  paste  brushed  on  the 
leather  before  the  final  drying-process.  An  increase  of  10  to 
15  per  cent,  in  weight  results,  and  this  is  still  further  in- 
creased by  adding  to  the  stuffing-paste  such  things  as 
barytes  or  zinc  oxide. 


Information  Wanted. 

53/27.    Who  are  the  makers  of  cerasine  bottles  ? 

51/62.    Who  makes  "  Japanese  Toothache-drops"  1 

49/19.  Name  and  address  of  makers  or  agents  for  the 
"  Pelican  "  brand  drawing-inks. 

50/62.  Address  of  makers  of  Bowen's  sago-powder, 
and  Phelp's  Brown  blood-purifier  ? 


*„.*  We  regret  that  pressure  on  our  space  this  weeTt  com- 
pels us  to  hold  over  other  letters,  dispensing  notes,  ani  replies 
to  legal  and  miscellaneous  queries,  whieh  are  in  type. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  thU  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyera 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
hare  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G.:  February  18. 

AT  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  held  to-day  a  much- 
improred  tone  was  evident,  although  it  must  be  said 
that  prices  of  several  leading  staples  showed  a  substantial 
decline.  This  was  particularly  the  case  with  Cape  aloes 
and  Matto  Grosso  ipecacuanha,  a  reduction  of  6s.  to  6s.  6i. 
per  cwu.  being  submitted  to  in  the  former  article  and  a 
decline  of  4d.  to  6d.  per  lb.  in  the  case  of  the  latter. 
Curacao  aloes  and  buchu  sold  at  about  steady  rates. 
Sumatra  benzoin  was  completely  neglected.  Huanuco  and 
Loxa  cinchona  sold  at  full  prices.  Cardamoms  were  irregular, 
but  fully  steady.  Calumba  sold  cheaply.  Ergot  is  tending 
firmer,  atd  for  elemi  there  was  no  demand.  Gu  dacum  sold  at 
good  prices,  and  Jamaica  honey  of  poor  quality  was  held  above 
buyers'  ideas.  Rhubarb  and  sarsaparilla  were  in  demand  at 
steady  prices,  and  Tinnevelly  senna  was  decidedly  dearer, 
considering  the  low  quality.  Beeswax  showed  no  material 
alteration.  Apart  from  the  auctions  business  ha*  been 
fairly  good,  especially  in  "Japin"  articles.  Antimony, 
refined  camphor,  menthol,  dementholised  peppermint  oil 
are  all  dearer.  Quinine  has  been  advanced  by  one  German 
maker,  star-aniseed  oil  is  higher  owing  to  the  rise  in  the 
exchange,  and  golden  seal  has  had  another  sharp  advance. 
Soda  nitrate  is  easier,  and  veratria  is  lower.  Subjoined  are 
the  principal  changes  of  the  week : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  carbolic 

Antimony 

Camphor 
(ref.) 

Canary-seed 

Golden  seal 

Menthol 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint  (Jap.) 

Oil,  star- 
aniseed 

Quinine 

Shellac 

Cardamoms 
Ergot 
Linseed 
Orange-peel 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint (HGH) 
Soda  nitrate 

Aloes  (Cape) 
Ginger 

(Cochin) 
Ipecac.  (Matto 

Grosso) 
Veratria 

Camphor.— Refined  continues  strong  under  the  influence 
of  the  exceedingly  small  offerings,  and  values  still  tend 
upwards.  As  already  reported,  one  English  refiner  will  not 
accept  less  than  4s.  per  lb.  for  bells,  and  under  present  con- 
ditions this  price  will  eventually  be  paid.  Meanwhile  small 
orders  for  consumption  were  accepted  early  in  the  week  at 
3s.  6d.  for  bells  from  English  refiners;  but  subsequently 
3s.  8d  to  3s.  9d.  was  quoted.  We  understand  that  celluloid- 
maker,  ia  Germany  have  paid  refiners  approximately  3s  9i. 
in  Hamburg,  and  this  fact  has  again  stiffened  the  market 
here  In  Japanese  refined  camphor,  some  250  cases  o£ 
tablets  were  sold  last  Friday  at  3s.  net  on  the  spot;  but 
3s.  2d.  net  has  since  been  paid.  The  Hamburg  refiners  have 
withdrawn  from  the  market. 

Chamomiles  are  firm  at  the  prices  quoted  last  week,  there 
beiog  a  difficulty  in  filling  repeat  orders. 


Cinchona. — At  the  monthly  auctions  the  small  supply  of 
543  packages  was  offered,  of  which  the  larger  proportion  sold, 
the  average  unit  being  unchanged,  at  l^d.  p  r  lb.,  compared 
with  the  last  London  sale,  or  an  advance  of  20  per  cent, 
compared  with  the  last  Amsterdam  sale. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  oSered  and 
sold  : 

Packages  Packages 
Offered  Sold 
East  Indian  cinchona  ...       ...      269  of  which  132 

Java  cinchona  ...       ...       ...     269        „  235 

Ceylon  cinchona    5        „  — 

543  367 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantity  of  bark 
purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : 


Lbs. 

The  Imperial  Quinine  factory   

...  31,573 

The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories 

...  9,924 

The  American  and  Italian  factories 

...  7,146 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons 

...  4,280 

The  Brunswick  factory   

...  2,670 

The  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories  ... 

460 

Druggists,  &c.   

...  1,300 

Total  quantity  sold 

...  57,353 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn 

...  59,044 

116,397 

The  prices  paid  were  as  under  : 

Java. — Good  Ledgeriana  branch,  9d.  to  lid. ;  Hybrid,  5\d.  to 
6fZ. ;  good  Succirubra  root,  10gr7. ;  bold  druggists'  quill,  3g<7.  ;  and 
old  thin  quill,  2hl.  per  lb. 

East  Indian.  — Officinalis,  smill  chips  and  branch,  l\d.  to  2§eZ.; 
ordinary  branch,  3ii  to  4M. ;  good  stem,  5%d.  to  6d.  ;  renewed, 
fifed. ;  root,  4ij<?.  to  5^d. ;  rich,  5^d.  to  Q^d.  Natural,  red  chips, 
id. ;  woody  shavings,  lid. ;  renewed,  2\d. ;  root,  5^d.  Hybrid, 
rich  flaky  chips,  7d.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  February 
amounted  to  386,000  Amsterdam  lbs.,  against  341000 
Amsterdam  lbs.  for  the  corresponding  period  of  19 03.  The 
auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  March  3  will  consist 
of  7,678  bales  and  667  cases,  weighing  754,568  kilos.  The 
stock  in  first  hands  at  Amsterdam  on  February  11  consisted 
of  4  034  packages  Government  bark  and  9  673  packages 
private  bark,  including  the  quantity  to  be  offered  at 
auction.  In  the  drug-auction  40  serons  of  Crown  bark  sold 
at  lid.  per  lb.  for  fair  Loxa  quill,  and  good  sound  Huanuco, 
which  is  scarce,  sold  at  the  full  price  of  Is.  Id  ,  and  fair 
quill  atlOik-Z. ;  87  bales  of  red  flat  Cartagena  from  Guayaquil 
were  bought  in  at  t\\d.  per  lb.,  and  four  bales  of  country- 
damaged  flat  cultivated  Calisaya  sold  at  from  Is.  2d.  to 
Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cocoa  Butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterlam 
on  March  1  will  consist  of  70  tons  Van  Houten's,  14  tons 
De  Jong,  and  5  tons  Mignon  brand. 

Coriander-seed.— At  the  auction  115  bags  of  Russian 
catalogued  for  sale  had  been  sold  privately ;  for  good 
Mogador  14s.  Gd.  is  asked. 

Ergot  is  rather  firmer,  one  holder  asking  Is.  6d.  net 
on  the  spot  for  fair  sound  Spanish. 

Golden  Seal. — As  anticipated,  a  further  advance  has 
been  established  on  the  spot,  up  to  4s.  9d.  per  lb.  net  having 
been  paid,  and  5s.  is  now  wanted  by  the  only  holder  in  first 
hands. 

Menthol. — Prices  continue  to  show  a  further  advance, 
a  fair  spot  business  having  been  done  at  17s.  6d.  to  18s. 
per  lb.  spot  for  Kobayashi  brand,  and  for  arrival  near  at 
hand,  16s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid.  Other  lets-esteemed 
brands  have  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  17s  ,  and  to  arrive  at 
16s.  3d.  c.i.f.  In  auction  8  cases  of  Yazawa  brand  (un- 
worked)  and  5  cases  Suzuki  brand  (unworked)  were  held  at 
17s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Morphine  is  steady,  and  in  good  demand  at  from  4s.  2d. 
to  4s.  3d.  per  oz.  for  hydrochloride  powder  according  to 
quantity. 

Oil,  Castor. — Calcutta  seconds  is  quoted  2\d.  to  2\d. 
per  lb.  Belgian  is  firm  at  20Z.  per  ton  on  the  spot,  and 
18/.  10s.  for  seconds  ;  Hull  make  of  first  pressing  is  quoted 
19/.  7s.  6.^.  per  ton  for  prompt  or  January  delivery,  and 
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second  pressing  17/.  7s.  Qd.  per  ton,  ex  wharf  London.  In 
auction  24  cases  East  Indian,  of  low  quality,  from  Karachi 
(tins  more  oi  less  rusty)  sold  without  reserve  at  lf<#.  per  lb. 
if  pay  charges. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — There  is  very  little  inquiry  on  the 
London  market,  and  quotations  are  practically  the  same  as 
last  week,  agents  quoting  from  250s.  to  260s.  per  barrel,  c.if., 
for  Mirch  shipment  without  engagement.  Our  B-rgen 
corresp  indent  writes  on  February  13  that  the  first  report  of 
statistics  of  the  cod-Sshing  will  probably  be  published  next 
week.  The  prospects  this  week  are  not  regarded  so  favour- 
ably as  previously,  especially  in  respect  to  the  quality  of  the 
cod.    This  is  shown  as  follows  : 

1904-  1903  1902 

Livers  required  to  fill  1  hect....    550/800      700/2,000  330/500 

These  numbers  were  taken  from  the  official  reports  from 
Lofoten  at  the  commencement  of  the  fishing.  It  must, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  quality  continually 
decreases  during  the  season.  More  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  cod-liver-oil  market,  and  holders  of  prime  new  non- 
congealing  oil  are  indisposed  to  sell  at  the  former  quotation, 
now  asking  250s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  134g  barrels,  against  434 
barrels  last  year.  In  the  London  dru  ^-auction  10  casks  of  good 
non-freezing  Nfd  oil  were  held  for  300s.  per  barrel.  The  accu- 
racy of  our  Bergen  correspondent's  quotation  for  cod-liver  oil 
having  been  questioned  in  several  quarters,  we  have  obtained 
from  him  the  following  letter,  which  proves  that  the 
quotation  which  appeared  in  our  issue  of  January  30  was 
perfectly  correct : 

Your  issue  of  February  13  arrived  here  to-day  (February  15), 
and  I  suppose  the  correctness  of  my  quotation  is  now  generally 
admitted.  Of  course,  I  cannot  but  give  you  the  value  ruling  on 
this  market,  and  if  the  exporters  try  to  maintain  former  quota- 
tions longer  than  is  reasonable,  this  fact  cannot  alter  my  position. 
It  is  a  fact  that  sales  have  been  made  —I  do  not  say  of  heavy  lota, 
as  the  supplies  of  new  oil  are  still  very  small  —but  the  available 
lots  have  been  sold  at  from  200s.  to  225s.,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  finest 
new  non-congeahng  cod  liver  oil,  and  even  to-day  business  has 
been  done  at  the  latter  figure.  Most  of  the  holders,  however,  are 
not  inclined  to  sell  at  the  present  figure,  and  my  opinion  is  that 
it  is  a  very  favourable  time  to  buy.  The  hope  once  entertained 
of  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  cod  has  so 
far  failed,  as  the  reports  of  the  new  fishing  are  considerably 
below  those  of  1902,  as  stated  in  my  last  report  of  February  13. 
I  then  wrote  you  that  the  first  statistics  from  Lofoten  might  be 
expected  this  week,  but  this  ha3  not  been  realised,  as  the  catch 
in  Lofoten  is  still  too  small.  I  have  added  the  reports  received 
from  places  out  of  Lofoten,  and  give  you  the  following  results  : 

February  15,  February  16, 
1904.  1903. 

Cod  caught  (millions)    1,892  2,230 

Cod-liver  oil  (barrels)    1,025  1,510 

In  1903  there  were  no  reports  with  statistics  from  the  very  cod- 
fishing  at  this  date.  About  500  barrels  cod-liver  oil  had  been 
produced  in  Finmarken  only. 

Oils,  Essential.  —  For  arrival  a  good  speculative 
business  has  been  done  in  Star  aniseed  oil  at  dearer  rates, 
up  to  4s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  having  been  paid  for  lebruary- 
March  stipment.  On  the  spot  4s.  lid.  to  5s.  is  now  asked  for 
small  lots.  The  advance  is  solely  due  to  the  rise  in  silver, 
as  prices  in  China  show  no  alteration.  Peppermint  oil  has 
been  sold  in  a  small  way  at  14s.  spot  for  American  HGH,  but 
subsequently  13s.  10^d.  was  paid.  Japanese  dementholised  is 
firm  but  unaltered  at  6s.  Qd.  spot  for  Kobayashi,  and  for  arrival 
5s.  3d.,  c  i.f.,  has  been  paid  for  February-March  shipment, 
but  5s.  9d.  is  now  wanted.  Cassia  oil  is  quoted  3s.  Id  for  80 
to  85  per  cent,  c  a.,  2s.  lid.  for  75  to  80  per  cent ,  and  2  s.  9kd 
for  70  to  75  per  cent.,  and  for  shipment!  2s.  Wtf.,  c.i.f.,  is 
quoted  for  80  to  85  per  cent.,  c.a. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  British  Consul  at  Naples,  in  his  report 
on  i he  trade  of  South  Italy  for  1903,  states  that  the  new 
crop,  which  has  just  been  crushed,  promises  well  in  quantity 
and  appears  to  be  of  the  best  quality ;  the  finest  white 
mountain  oil,  which  is  much  sought  after  and  always  com- 
mands the  best  price,  is  abundant.  The  general  expectation  is 
that  prices  will  rule  moderate  this  year. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  without  any  new  feature, 
Turkey  descriptions  being  quiet,  but  steady.  Persian  con- 
tinues dull  of  sale,  holders  asking  12s.  per  lb.  for  good. 

Smyrna,  February  5. — A  decline  of  2d.  per  lb.  has  taken  place, 


the  sales  for  the  week  amounting  to  48  cases,  26  cases  of  which 
are  for  the  United  States,  and  the  balance  for  England  and  the 
Continent.  During  the  past  ten  days  or  so  the  weather  has  been 
favourable  for  the  opium-plantations.  The  following  are  the 
current  quotations :  Current  qualities,  7s.  5d.  per  lb. ;  good 
current  to  7s.  9d. ;  selected  manufacturing  as  to  quality,  7s.  lOri. 
to  8s.  2d. ;  Bogaditz  and  Yerli,  8s.  to  8s.  10<?.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  as  to 
quality  and  condition.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount 
to  1,719  cases,  against  4,970  cases  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Constantinople,  February  12. — During  the  past  week  the 
market  has  kept  steady  with  the  following  sales  :  Eight  cases 
Karahissar  at  7s.  lid,  and  5  cise3  druggists'  at  7s.  9d.  per  lb  , 
f.o.b. 

An  advice  from  Salonica,  dated  February  8,  states  that  the 
market  is  qu'et  on  account  of  the  good  pro3pec's  for  the  growing 
crops.  If  the  weather  continues  favourable  it  is  expected  that 
the  harvest  will  be  an  abundant  one,  and  that  prices  will  con- 
sequently remain  low.  The  spot-stocks  at  Salonica  are  insig- 
nificant, being  about  50  boxes,  and  consequently  the  holders  are 
difficult  to  treat  with  ;  to  day  a  sale  of  about  20  boxes  of  old 
crop  has  been  made  Since  the  beginning  of  the  new  crop  675 
boxes  have  been  shipped  from  Salonica  to  various  ports,  prin- 
cipally London,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 

Quicksilver  is  a  firm  market  at  8?.  5s.  per  bottle  from  the 
importers  or  second-hands. 

Exports  of  quicksilver  from  the  United  States  in  1903  were 
1,314,615  lbs.  against  1,013,431  lbs.  in  1902,  or  an  increase  of 
331,181  lbs. 

Quinine. — The  better  feeling  reported  last  week  has  been 
maintained,  and  with  a  more  active  demand  makers  have 
been  selling  moderate  quantities  at  Is.  for  good  G&rman 
sulphate  in  bulk,  delivery  within  sixty  days,  and  on 
Thursday  the  B.  &  S.  brand  was  advanced  by  ±d.  per  oz.,  to 
Is.  O^d.,  but  the  other  German  makers  are  unchanged  at  Is. 
In  second  hands  business  has  been  done  up  to  ll^d.  to  Is. 
for  March,  and  Is.  to  Is.  0^d.  for  May. 

The  Amsterdam  quinine-works  advanced  their  prices  on  Feb- 
ruary 11  by  Uf.  per  kilo.,  so  that  their  quotations  are  now  21M. 
for  Ed.  II.,  and  23^f.  for  Ed.  III. 

Seeds. — Russian  Anise  is  steady  at  20s.  to  2ls.  per  cwt. 
Cumin  is  selling  at  27s.  to  27s.  Qd  per  cwt.  for  good 
Morocco.  Dutch  Caraways  quiet  at  2)s  Qd.  to  21s  3d. 
per  cwt.  for  common  to  good.  Morocco  Fenugreek  slow  at 
9s.  per  cwt.  Coriander  is  to  be  had  at  14*.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for 
Morocco  quality.  Canary  is  dearer  at  62s.  Qd.  per  quarter 
for  Turkish,  and  at  67s.  for  Mazagan.  Linseed  firmer  at 
37s.  Qd.  to  45s.  per  quarter  for  good  to  fine  clean. 

Spices. — At  auction,  Jamaica  Ginger  (52)  was  bought  in 
at  36s.  for  common  small.  Cut  Cochin  was  3s.  lower, 
39  cases  selling  without  reserve  at  38s.  to  38s.  Qd.  for 
unsorted  native  cut;  fair  to  good  Japan  sold  at  from  23s  to 
26s.  No  Singapore  Pepper  was  offered  ;  privately,  fair  on  the 
spot  is  quoted  Q^d  per  lb.  spot.  White  Pepper  was  bought 
in  at  lOffZ.  to  lOfd.  for  good,  and  at  9\d.  for  fair  Siam. 
Privately,  fair  Singapore  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  9f<Z.,  and 
fair  Penang  9fr.d.  Zanzibar  Cloves  (100)  were  b  night  in  at 
3\d.  for  fair.  Privately,  the  matket  lias  been  quiet  and  easier 
generally  with  sales  of  several  hundred  bales,  including 
March-May  at  8\d.,  June- August  at  8^d.,  and  August-October 
at  8^d.  to  8rjVA  Mace,  Chillies,  and  Nutmegs  were  all 
bought  in. 

Veratria. — The  makers  have  reduced  their  prices  by  about 
Is.  Id.  per  oz.,  and  now  quote  the  alkaloid  from  5s.  2d.  to 
5s.  Qi.  per  oz  ,  net,  according  to  quantity.  Sulphate  is  quoted 
at  from  5s  Qd.  to  6s.  2d.,  net. 


London  Drug-- auctions 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold 


Aloes- 
Cape  .... 
Curacao 


Antimony . 


Argol  

Benzoin — ■ 


fered 

Sold 

Offered 

Sold 

204  . 

.  190 

110  . 

.  110 

138  .. 

.  44 

90  . 

.  90 

Coca-lea  ves(Ceylon^ 

12  .. 

.  12 

28  . 

.  0 

5  .. 

.  5 

4  . 

.  2 

29  .. 

.  0 

53  . 

.  53 

1  .. 

.  1 

40  . 

.  40 

8  . 

.  8 

17  . 

.  0 

38  .. 

.  0 

5  . 

.  4 

7  .. 

.  0 

21  .. 

.  0 

146  . 

.  20 

3  .. 

.  3 

20  . 

.  1 

267  .. 

.  49 

72  . 

.  72 

Honey,  Californian 

10  .. 

.  0 
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Offered 

Honey,  Jamaica  84  .. 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   2L  .. 

Rio(MattoGrosso)  56  .. 

Juniper-berries   ...  74  .. 

Kola   17  .. 

Lime-juice    19  .. 

Manaca-root   10  .. 

Menthol    13  .. 

Musk- 
pod   1  .. 

Myrrh    8  .. 

Oil  — 

cajuput   20  .. 

castor   25  .. 

citrouella           ..  1  .. 

cod-liver  (Newf.)  10  .. 

eucalyptus    40  .. 

lemon    5  .. 

lime  (W.I.)   1  .. 

mj  rbano   2 

peppermint    24  .. 

rose  i  E.I.)   4  .. 

Orange-peel   26  .. 

Orris  (Verona)   10  .. 

Puree   1  .. 

Rhatany    2  .. 

Rhubarb    67  .. 


Sold 
0 

1 
56 

0 

0 
19 

0 


Offered  Sold 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica   ...  4  ...  4 

Honduras    8  ...  0 

Lima  Jamaica ...  50  ...  29 

native  Jam   2  ...  2 

Seedlac   3  ...  0 

Senega    8  ...  0 

Senna — 

Tinnevelly    92  ...  92 

Tamarinds  — 

East  Indian   22  ...  0 

West  Indian.   87  ...  0 

Tonka-beans   25  ...  0 

Tragacanth    3  ...  0 

Turmeric    214  ...  0 

Vanilla    1  ...  1 

Wax  (bees') — 

Benguela    7 

East  Indian   45 

Jamaica    7 

Madagascar    2 

Mombassa   8 

Morocco   30 

West  Indian   3 

Zanzibar    19 

Wax,  vegetable 

(Jap.)    15 


0 
25 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 
2 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
2* 
41 

*  Sold  privately 

Aloes —The  feiture  of  this  drug  was  the  offering  of  the 
unusually  large  quantity  of  110  cases  of  Cape  aloes,  which 
met  with  a  ready  sale  at  a  decline  of  from  6s.  to  6s.  6d. 
per  cwo.  Good  hard  bright  sold  at  36s.  6:1. ;  fair  hard  bright, 
part  slightly  dullish,  33s.  6d.  to  34s.  6:1.  ;  dullish  seconds,  31.*;. 
to  33s.  ;  and  common  drossy,  29s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Of  Curacao  90 
boxes  of  mostly  common  quality  were  offered  and  sold  at 
from  17s  6.1.  to  18s.  6d.  for  fair  black  capey,  and  16s.  6d.  to 
17s.  per  cwt.  for  dull  liver  and  mixed  black  ciudery. 

Ambergris. — A  tin  containing  one  piece  of  black  pitchy, 
of  low  quality,  sold  at  7s.  6d.  per  oz. ;  and  a  tin  containing 
several  pieces  of  dark  with  grey  interior  sold  at  50s  per  oz. 

Aniseed. — Russian  sold  without  reserve  at  from  18s.  6d.  to 
19s.  per  cwt.  net — gross  for  net. 

Antimony.— Japanese  crude  is  11.  per  ton  dearer,  40 
cases  selling  readily  at  14/. 

Argol. — Four  bags  of  dusty-grey  from  the  Cape  sold  at 
46s.  6:1  per  cwt. 

Benzoin. — There  was  practically  no  demand  for  Sumatra, 
only  20  ca-es  of  fair  medium  seconds,  with  false-packed 
ends,  selling  at  5/.  17s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — Steady.  A  parcel  of  17  bales,  more  or  less  stalky, 
round,  greenish  leaves,  were  limited  at  9d.  per  lb.,  and  a 
small  sale  of  similar  quality  was  made  at  3hd.  from  another 
catalogue. 

Calumba.— A  parcel  of  small  to  bold,  washed,  partly 
yellowish,  and  stemmy  sorts,  containing  much  small,  sold 
cheaply  at  from  14s.  6d  to  15s.  per  cwt. 

Cardamoms. — In  fair  demand  at  unaltered  rates, 
following  prices  were  paid :  Ceylon-Mysores,  good 
bold  picked  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  6d. ;  bold  pale  rather  open  Is. 
to  2s.  good  pale  medium  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  7d.,  medium 
Is.  2i.  to  Is.  4d.,  dull  medium  slightly  open  Is.  2d.  ;  smalls 
palish  to  pale  3d.  to  9\d.,  dull  shelly  3d.  to  3%d.,  brown  and 
split  Id.  to  8±d.,  seed  lid.  to  ll±d.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Nine  cases  of  medium  brownish  Ceylon 
sold  at  3d.  per  lb.,  and  three  bags  damaged  pickings  sold  at 
2d.  per  lb. 

Colocynth.— Five  cases  of  Spanish  from  Almeria,  con- 
sisting of  small  to  medium,  and  seedy  apple  sold  at  lOd. 
per  lb. 

Cubebs. — Fair  brown,  from  Singapore,  were  taken  out  at 
35s.  per  cwt. 

Elemi. — Good  white  Manila  from  Singapore  was  bought 
in  at  40s.  per  cwt ,  and  a  further  parcel  of  18  cases,  not  so 
pale  in  colour,  was  bought  in  at  38s. 

Gamboge. — Eight  cases  oE  good  bright  Siam  pipe,  rather 
blocky,  slightly  damp,  and  a  little  false  packed,  were  taken 
out  at  16/.  per  cwr. 


The 
pale 
IQd. 
pile 


Guaiacum. — Three  cases  of  fair  bright  glissy  block, 
slightly  drossy,  sold  without  reserve  at  IQd.  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  was  an  excellent  demand  for  Rio 
(Matto  Grosso),  a  string  of  53  bales  being  offered  and  sold 
at  a  decline  of  from  4i.  t3  61.  per  lb.  Ordinary  lean  dull  to 
fair  grey,  all  more  or  less  country  damaged,  sold  at  fiom 
4s  °td.  to  4s.  Id.,  but  mostly  at  4s.  6d.,  and  sea  damaged, 
brought  from  4s.  Qd.  to  4s.  bd.  One  or  two  bales  of  good 
bold  native  picked  sold  at  4s.  3d.  A  bag  of  small  grey  lean 
and  woody  Cartagena  sold  at  4s.  4^.,  and  for  20  bales  of  fair 
grey  from  another  catalogue  4s  3d.  was  wanted. 

Juniper-berries. — Fair  Maltese  were  limited  at  10s.  6cl. 
per  cwt. 

Kola. — Seventeen  baskets  of  fair  fresh  West  Indian  from 
Liverpool  were  held  for  3d.  per  lb. 

Lime-juice. — Nineteen  hogsheads  of  Dominican  un- 
worked  brought  10\d.  per  gal.  for  poor. 

Musk. — A  caddy  of  good  thin  blue-s'<in  Tonquin  was 
taken  out  at  80s.  per  oz  ,  the  holder  wanting  75s. 

Oils,  Essential. — In  auction  11  cases  of  Japanese 
dementholised  unworked  (Suzuki  brand)  were  taken  out 
without  mention  of  price.  Ten  cases  Japanese  containing, 
according  to  Umney's  analysis,  79  3  per  cent,  of  menthol, 
were  offered,  but  no  response  was  made  to  13s.  Ten  cases  of 
Eucalyptus  oil,  containing  65  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent  cineol. 
according  to  Parry's  analysis,  were  limited  at  Is.  2d ,  and 
11  cases  commercial  Australian  were  bought  in  at  7\d. 
Twenty  cases  of  good  bright  green  Singapore  (Horse  brand) 
were  held  at  4s.  per  bottle.  Five  coppers  of  Lemon  oil, 
marked  "Giuseppe  Hamnett,"  were  offered  without  reserve, 
and  sold  at  Is.  <od.  per  lb.  Two  drums  of  pure  Myrbane  oil 
sold  without  reserve  at  3d.  A  case  of  ordinary  Dominican- 
distilled  Lime  oil  sold  at  Is.  3.'/.  per  lb. 

Orange-peel. — Fair  bright  thin  Tripoli,  gelatin-cut 
strip,  partly  sold  at  IQd.  per  lb. 

Orris. — Ordinary  Verona  was  taken  out  at  20s. 

Puree. — A  case  of  Calcutta  was  limited  at  10s.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — In  demand.  A  feature  of  this  article  was  the 
offering  of  31  cases  of  rough  round  native  High-dried  with 
half  pale  pinky  fracture  and  half  grey  and  dark  fracture, 
which  sold  at  from  Id.  to  7\d.,  the  bulk  at  the  lower  price. 
The  parcel  was  slightly  wormy.  Two  cases  of  bold  flat 
High-dried,  with  tbree- quarters  good  pinky  fracture,  sold  at 
Is.,  and  three  cases  medium  at  ll^d.  Another  broker  who 
offered  ten  cases  of  small  to  bold  (mixed  sizes)  fiat  High- 
dried,  with  three-quarters  fair  pinky  fracture,  also  wanted 
ll^d.,  at  which  price  he  intimated  sales  had  been  made. 
Canton  pickings  sold  at  lO^d.,  and  good  pinky  medium  round 
Snensi  at  2s.  lOd. 

Sarsaparilla.— Steady.  Four  bales  of  fibrous  grey 
Jamaica,  all  that  offered,  sold  at  Is.  per  lb.  ;  14  packages 
of  Lima-Jamaica  sold  at  lOd.  per  lb.  for  fair,  and  15  bales 
from  another  catalogue  sold  at  from  9^d.  to  lid.  A  bale  of 
dull  native  red  damaged  brought  3d.  Honduras  wa-t  bought 
in  at  Is.  2d.  Mexican  is  rather  scarce  on  the  spot,  and 
for  shipment  Q&d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Scablac. — A  case  of  small  dusty,  flaky  Madras  was 
bought  in  at  71.,  and  two  cases  of  block  at  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Senna. — For  Tinnevelly  leaves  full  to  rather  dearer  prices 
were  paid,  small  to  medium  brownish-yellow  leaf  sellirg 
readily  at  from  lid.  to  2d.  per  lb.  Small  dark  pods  brought 
Iff/,  per  lb.    No  Alexandrian  was  offered. 

Taraxacum. — Eight  bags  catalogued  as  best  English 
were  offered  and  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  gross  for  net — no 
allowances  or  discount. 

Tonka  Beans. — Good  frosted  Paras  were  taken  out  at 
Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Two  cases  of  low  Madagascar  sold  at  6/.  10s., 
and  seven  bales  of  Benguela  from  Lisbon  bought  71.  2s.  6d. 
Eight  packages  of  Mombassa,  mostly  good  even  yellow,  sold 
at  6/.  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which 
bees'-wax  from  Mombassa  has  been  offered,  and  the  quality 
was  remarkably  good.  Twenty  bales  of  fine  unbleached 
Calcutta  sold  at  6/.  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  dull  bleached  71.  5s. 
was  wanted.  Jamaica  was  in  small  supply,  but  prices  showed 
no  alteration,  fair  red  and  brown  mixed  selling  at  71.  2s.  6d. 
to  71.  5s.  per  cwt. 
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Cod=Iiver  Oil. 

A  writer  in  the  "  Fish  Trades  Gazette  "  of  January  16,  in 
calling  attention  to  the  cod-liver  oil  famine,  states  that  he  is 
surprised  to  see  the  waste  of  valuable  cod-livers  that  goes  on  at 
some  of  the  West  Coast  stations.  At  Girvan,  for  instance,  where 
the  bulk  of  the  cod  are  "  headed  and  gutted  "  on  the  pier,  the 
livers  are  thrown  down  on  the  pier  among  the  offal,  and  carted 
away  for  manure  As  the  cod  are  fresh  and  in  good  condition, 
being  often  landed  literally  alive,  it  seems  a  pity  that  no  one  has 
hitherto  had  enterprise  enough  to  start  manufacturing  cod-liver 
oil.  As  the  livers  could  be  had  at  a  nominal  price,  the  business 
should  prove  remunerative  during  the  first  four  months  of  the 
year,  when  the  cod-fishing  is  at  its  best. 

Spurious  Ipecacuanha. 

In  the  drug-auction  to-day  a  bale  of  spurious  ipecacuanha  from 
Hamburg  was  catalogued  as  "picked  Cartagena  ipecacuanha" 
without  reserve.  When  the  broker  who  offered  it  was  about  to 
commence  his  sale,  Mr.  Chas  Umney  rose  to  protest  against  what 
he  called  the  offering  of  "  these  Hamburg  rejections."  Some 
thirty  years  ago,  he  said,  this  spurious  stuff — Bichardsonia 
scabra — made  its  appearance  on  the  market,  and  as  it  contained 
no  alkaloids  whatever,  the  sooner  the  trade  were  put  on  their 
guard  against  it  the  better.  The  broker,  in  reply,  said  that  his 
firm  was  instructed  in  writing  to  call  attention  to  it.  The  root 
was  not  unlike  genuine  ipecacuanha  in  appearance,  being  well 
annulated,  and  as  there  is  only  one  purpose  for  which  this  stuff 
can  be  used,  it  is  only  fit  and  proper  that  the  protest  should  be 
made.  After  this  description  of  the  goods,  it  is  needless  to  say 
that  nobody  had  the  temerity  to  bid  for  it. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  February  18: — Refined  camphor  continues  to 
advance,  790ia.  per  100  kilos,  having  been  paid.  Golden 
seal  (Hydrastis)  is  now  quoted  at  925m.  per  100  kilos.  Crude 
antimony  is  also  advancing,  to-day's  quotation  being  28m. 
per  100  kilos. 

New  York,  February  18  : — Business  here  is  quiet.  Opium 
is  weak  at  $2.90  per  lb.  for  single  cases.  Quinine  has  ad- 
vanced to  23c.  per  oz.  in  bulk.  Menthol  has  advanced  to 
$5.20  per  lb.  Refined  camphor  is  dearer,  at  83c.  per  lb.  for 
bells,  and  golden-seal  root  is  also  higher,  115c.  per  lb.  being 
to-day's  quotation.    Cascara  is  firm  at  17c.  per  lb. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  February  17. 

Aniseed. — Stocks  of  Russian  are  considerably  reduced  and  held 
firmly  at  21s.  6d.  per  qr. 

Antimony. — Hamburg  agents  report  a  sudden  advance  in  price, 
and  quote  15s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Camphor. — In  sympathy  with  English,  German  refiners  have 
advanced  their  price  to  3s.  4£<Z.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Liverpool,  though 
one  maker  would  possibly  accept  Id:  less. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  s.s.  California  has  arrived  with 
20  tons  on  board.  This  is  all  going  forward  on  contract,  with  the 
exception  of  8  cwt.,  for  which  possibly  85s.  per  cwt.  would  be 
accepted. 

Castor  Oh  — There  is  rather  more  business  passing  in  good 
seconds  Calcutta  on  the  spot,  sales  having  been  made  at  1\d. 
per  lb.  Stocks  have  become  somewhat  reduced  through  the 
absence  of  further  arrivals.  For  early  shipment  1\d.  is  still 
quoted,  but  no  business  is  reported.  First- pressure  French  is  in 
small  demand,  retail  sales  having  been  made  at  2%d.  per  lb. 

Canary-seed. — Turkish  is  rather  firmer  on  the  spot,  holders 
asking  62s.  (id.  per  464  lbs. 

Honey. — Small  sales  of  Fine  Pile  X  Chilian  have  been  made 
at  26s.  per  cwt. 

Fenugreek-seed  remains  firm  and  unchanged  at  8s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss. — Small  sales  of  common  have  been  made  at  from 
23s.  to  24s.  per  cwt.    Still  continues  very  scarce. 

Kola. — A  small  lot  of  dried  sold  at  auction  at  4|d.  per  lb. 

Turpentine.  — There  has  been  a  temporary  drop  in  price  of 
about  9d.,  but  the  market  is  now  rather  firmer  again  at  47s. 

Wax,!  Bees'.  —Fifty  bags  have  been  sold  at  prices  ranging  from 
7?.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  15s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  February  16. 

Business  is  improving,  especially  in  Japanese  products,  which 
show  a  fair  demand. 

Antimony  is  extremely  firm  at  27£m.  to  28m.  per  100  kilos. 
Very  little  is  available  here,  and  offers  from  abroad  are  wanting. 

Agar  Agar  is  better  ;  current,  on  the  spot,  is  quoted  at  300m. 
and  forward  at  290m.  per  100  kilos. 


Camphor  (Refined)  is  very  scarce  and  firm,  and  750m.  per 
100  kilos,  has  been  paid,  800m.  being  now  asked. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  steady,  at  from  215m.  to  235m.  per  100  kilo3. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  firm,  at  165m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocaine  is  firmer,  at  360m.  per  kilo. 

Ergot  is  quiet,  at  300m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden- seal  is  excited,  at  875m.  to  900m.  per.  100  kilos. 

Japan  Wax  is  firm  on  the  spot,  at  145m.,  and  forward  delivery  is 
140m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol,  on  the  spot,  is  quoted  41m.,  and  forward  delivery 
39m.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  strong,  at  550m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega. — Western  is  quoted  720m.  per  103  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  advancing  ;  first-pressing  in  barrels 
for  prompt  delivery  is  quoted  38m.  and  forward  delivery  39m. 
per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver  is  quoted  350m.  per  barrel.  Linseed 
is  strong  and  advancing,  and  rape  is  firmer. 

Oils  (Essential). — Star  aniseed  is  quoted  10Jm.  per  kilo. 
Peppermint  (HGH),  14£m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese,  on  the  spot, 
15m.,  and  forward,  14gm.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug- market. 

Nero  York,  February  9. 

Business  continues  good,  and  the  market  has  an  active  appear- 
ance, though  there  is  an  absence  of  lirge  transactions. 

Aloes  (Curacoa)  — Business  is  somewhat  restricted  in  view  of 
the  uncertainty  as  to  the  size  of  the  new  crop.  Recent  arrivals 
have  been  taken  up  and  have  not  affected  the  market  which,  for 
spot  goods,  is  firm  at  3^c. 

Balsam,  Canada  Fir,  is  very  scarcp,  and  the  spot  market  is 
practically  bare.    Values  have  advanced  to  $3.40  in  barrels. 

Beeswax. — Little  is  offered,  and  the  market  is  quiet,  with  quo- 
tations for  ordinary  yellow  steady  at  29c. 

Buchu. — Spot  is  firmer,  with  ordinary  held  at  18c.  and  19c,  and 
19c.  asked  for  prime  green  leaves. 

Camphor  has  advanced  to  77c.  in  bulk. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  obtainable  at  92jc. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  market  is  active,  and  the  tendency  of 
values  upward  in  view  of  alarming  reports  as  to  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  adequate  supplies  owing  to  the  destructive  method  of 
collecting  the  bark.  Supplies  on  the  spot  are  not  heavy,  and  the 
market  is  firm  at  17c. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Buyers  are  holding  off,  awaiting  develop- 
ments, and  the  market  is  dull.  Pure  Norwegian  brands  are  held 
up  to  $135,  and  ordinary  grades  at  $100. 

Cubebs  can  still  be  bought  at  Ike,  but  a  firmer  feeling  is 
evident. 

Damiana  is  quiet  on  the  spot,  and  9c.  will  buy,  though  the 
Pacific  market  is  higher.    Supplies  on  the  spot  are  light. 
Ergot. — Russian  is  offered  down  to  32c. 

Golden-seal  has  advanced  sharply,  owing  to  heavy  demand, 
which  is  in  excess  of  present  supplies.  Ruthless  collecting  has 
denuded  certain  localities  of  this  plant,  and  it  is  bound  to  become 
much  scarcer  and  more  expensive  unless  some  steps  are  taken  to 
prevent  it.  Sales  have  been  made  up  to  90c,  and  95c.  is  now  an 
inside  quotation. 

Japan  Wax  is  inactive,  and  quotations  nominal  at  15Jc. 
Supplies  are  limited. 

Mandrake  is  quiet,  at  8£c. 

Menthol  is  dull,  and  quotations  ol  $5  can  be  shaded  for  goods 
to  arrive. 

Opium  is  very  dull  and  unchanged,  at  $2.92J. 

Quinine  is  in  good  demand,  but  unchanged,  at  22c.  Second- 
hands  offer  Java  at  21c,  and  German  at  21Ac. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Business  iB  fair,  and  supplies  are  plentiful 
for  ordinary  wants  ;  $2  65  is  still  quoted  for  bulk  oil. 

Senega  is  quiet,  and  current  quotations  of  74c.  could  be 
shaded. 

Wild  Cherry  is  scarce,  and,  with  improved  demand,  values 
are  firmer,  at  7c.  to  9c.  for  prime  bark. 


Decline  of  British  Trade  at  Aden.— The  "  Times  of 
India "  calls  the  serious  attention  of  British  and  Indian 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to  some  features  of  the  trade 
of  Aden  disclosed  by  the  official  statistics  of  last  year.  The 
total  trade  of  the  place  increased  by  24  lakhs  of  rupees,  or 
2  61  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  1902.  This  trade  is  divided 
into  throe  parts — foreign,  Indian,  and  local  (or  inland)  trade. 
The  chief  increases  were  in  foreign  trade,  and  in  these 
Great  Britain  had  no  part,  and  relatively  lost  ground.  While 
the  trade  with  the  United  States  increased  by  18  lakhs,  that 
with  Great  Britain  declined  by  16  lakhs,  the  difference 
beiDg  pretty  evenly  divided  between  imports  and  exports. 
Moreover,  the  greater  hold  secured  on  the  market  by  the 
United  States  was  not  due  to  predominance  in  special 
American  commodities,  but  to  such  articles  as  cotton  piece 
goods,  soap,  &c. 
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Compound  tincture  of  $0130111: 

Determination  of  Total  Solids. 

By  E.  Dowzard,  F.C.S. 


THE  determination  of  the  total  solids  in  compound  tincture 
of  benzoin  by  drying  at  100°  C.  gives  very  erroneous 
results,  owing  to  the  volatile  nature  of  the  benzoic  acid 
present ;  the  cinnamic  acid  is  also  slightly  volatile,  but  not 
to  the  same  extent.  Owing  to  this  fact,  the  residue  must 
be  heated  for  many  hours  before  a  constant  weight  is 
attained.  If  a  small  quantity  of  magnesium  oxide  is 
added  to  the  tincture  before  driving  off  the  alcohol,  non- 
volatile salts  are  formed,  and  constant  results  are  obtained 
after  a  few  hours'  drying ;  the  slight  loss  of  water  owing 
to  the  formation  of  magnesium  compounds  may  be  ignored. 
The  determination  is  best  carried  out  as  follows  : 

Into  a  tared  flat-bottomed  nickel  basin  (diameter  about 
6  cm.)  measure  2  c.c.  of  the  sample  ;  to  this  add  0  1  gram 
of  recently  ignited  magnesium  oxide  in  fine  powder;  work 
the  mixture  into  a  smooth  condition  with  a  small  glass  rod, 
which  should  be  weighed  with  the  basin.  After  allowing 
the  mixture  to  stand  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  the  alcohol 
is  slowly  driven  off,  stirring  continually.  The  basin  is  then 
placed  in  a  water-oven,  and  its  contents  dried  at  99° -100°  C. 
for  four  or  five  hours.  For  drying-purposes  the  writer  uses 
an  oven  through  which  a  slow  current  of  dry  air  passes,  a 
22  to  24  inch  vacuum  being  at  the  same  time  maintained. 
If  an  ordinary  drying-oven  is  used  a  longer  time  will  be 
required  than  when  using  an  apparatus  of  the  above 
description.  Before  taking  out  of  the  oven,  a  cap  of  filter- 
paper  perforated  with  small  holes  should  be  placed  over  the 
basin  as  crepitation  occurs  on  cooling.  If  after  the  first 
weighing  a  further  drying  is  considered  necessary,  the 
perforated  cap  should  be  put  over  the  basin  before  it  is 
placed  in  the  oven,  and  should  not  be  removed  until  the 
moment  before  weighing ;  if  this  precaution  is  not  taken  a 
slight  loss  may  occur. 

The  weight  of  magnesium  oxide  used  must  of  course  be 
subtracted  from  the  result.  The  benzoic  and  cinnamic  acids 
are  part  of  the  total  solids,  and  most  important  constituents 
of  the  tincture  ;  they  should  therefore  be  fixed  by  chemical 
means  before  drying. 

The  following  results  were  obtained  in  the  examination  of 
a  small  experimental  batch  of  this  tincture,  made  strictly 
according  to  the  B  P.  The  figures  obtained  show  how 
incorrect  the  results  are  likely  to  be  if  the  acids  are  not 
.fixed : 


2  c.c.  of  tincture  After  drying        2  c.c.  of  tincture 

+  <H  gram  MgO.  at  99°-l6o°  C.  without  MgO. 

Extractive  in  a  partial  Extractive 

per  100  c.c.  vacuum  for  per  100  c  c. 

19-62  grams  4  hours  18-60  grams 

19'60     „  6    „  18-30  „ 

—  8    „  1805  „ 

—  10    „  17-85  „ 

—  12    „  17-74  „ 

—  14    „  17-65  „ 

—  16    „  17-55  „ 

—  18    „  17-43  ,, 

—  20    „  17-34  „ 


A  large  batch  of  this  tincture,  made  on  the  manufacturing 
scale,  was  found  to  contain  194  grams  of  extractive  per 
100  c.c.  when  tested  by  the  above  method,  using  magnesium 
oxide  as  a  fixing  agent.  If  the  extractive  from  compound 
tincture  of  benzoin  is  dried  to  a  constant  weight  at  100°  C, 
the  results  will  be  from  2  percent,  to  2  5  per  cent,  below  the 
actual  amount  of  total  solids  present. 


Zhe  IRo^al  Colleoe  of  Science. 


THIS  month's  "  Technics "  contains  an  account  from  the 
pen  of  Professor  W.  A.  Tilden,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  of  the 
•chemical  laboratories  in  the  new  buildings  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  now  in  course  of  erection  in  South 
Kensington,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  to  the 
University  of  London  and  the  Imperial  Institute.  The 
structure  has  been  designed  by  Mr.  Aston  Webb,  R.  A,  and 


promises  to  be  palatial.    Professcr  Tilden  is,  we  understand, 
retaining  his  position  as  professor  of  chemistry  at  the  Royal 
College  until,  at  least,  the  new  chemical  laboratories  are  in 
full  swing.    He  states  in  the  article  that  provision  is  made 
for  three  distinct  groups  of  subjects— namely,  (1)  general 
and  analytical  chemistry,   (2)  physical    chemistry,  and 
(3)  organic  chemistry.    The  provisions  for  each  department 
are  illustrated  in  the  paper  by  means  of  reproductions  of  the 
architect's  plans,  which  show  much  forethought  in  working 
out  the  details  for  the  educational  requirements  of  the 
present  day.     Besides  ample  provision  for  lectures  and 
tutorial  work,  the  building  will  be  notable  for  its  laboratory- 
equipment.    The  main  laboratory  provides  working-places 
for  144  students  and  four  demonstrators.    The  benches  are 
arranged  in  blocks  of  four ;  each  place  has  a  5  feet  run 
from  left  to  right,  and  is  fitted  with  a  small  closet  supplied 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  ventilated  by  means  of  a 
down-draught  shaft ;   also  with  coal-gas,  water,  drainage, 
and  electric  light,  with  the  usual  drawers  and  cupboards 
below.    The  average  floor-space  in  the  laboratory  is  nearly 
50  square  feet  for  each  student.    Contiguous  to  this  labora- 
tory is  a  magnificent  balance-room,  from  which  opens  out  a 
room  for  special  experiments.    At  the  opposite  side  of  the 
laboratory  is  a  similar  long  room,  out  of  which  open  apart- 
ments for  high-temperature  experiments  and  special  expeii- 
ments.     These   long  rooms  are   10  feet  wide,  and  are 
accessible  from  the  laboratory  by  means  of  glazed  swiDg- 
doors.    Between  each  pair  of  doors  is  a  fume-chamber.  The 
physical  laboratory    is    put    opposite    this    large  main 
laboratory,  and  alongside  it  are  laboratories  for  gas-analysis 
and  various  other  purposes.    The  first  floor  of  the  building 
is  to  be  wholly  devoted  to  organic  chemistry.    The  chief 
laboratory  here  occupies  just  half  the  space  of  the  main 
laboratory  below,  working-benches  being  provided  for  forty 
students.    On  the  same  floor  are  several  rooms  which  are  to 
be  used  as  the  photographic  department  of  the  college,  but 
there  is  also  provision  for  research,  crystallography-work,  and 
the  like.     The  top  floor  contains   in   the  front  a  large 
examination-room  in  which  arrangements  will  be  made  for 
the  examination  of  100  candidates  in  practical  chemistry  at 
one  time.    In  fitting  this  room  for  the  purpose,  the  aim  has 
been  to  provide  for  each  candidate  everything  that  is 
required  in  all  ordinary  work  at  the  place  assigned  to  him. 
There  should  therefore  be  very  little  movement  in  the  room 
while  the  examination  is  proceeding.    Some  of  the  working- 
tables  have  been  in  use  at  the  University  for  the  last  two 
years  and  have  been  found  satisfactory.    In  the  new  rooms 
a  large  number  of  balances,  steam-ovens,  distilled-watertaps, 
and  fume-chambers  will  be  placed  along  both  walls,  so  as 
to  be  close  to  the  students,  whose  work-places  will  be 
arranged  down  the  middle  of  the  room,  fifty  facing  east 
and  fifty  west.    The  building  is  now  approaching  completion, 
but  many  months  will  be  occupied  in  the  final  arrangement 
of  fittings  and  apparatus,  the  details  of  which  in  many 
parts  are  still  under  consideration,  having  been  purposely 
deferred  in  order  that  advantage  may  be  taken  of  the  very 
latest  experience.    When  finished  the  new  building  will 
take  its  place  among  the  most  complete  chemical  institutions 
in  the  world, 


TRecent  OTtlte. 


Ash. — The  late  Mr.  William  Ash,  for  many  years  head  of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Claudius  Ash  &  Sons  (Limited),  artificial- 
teeth  manufacturers,  of  Broad  Street,  Golden  Square,  W.C., 
who  died  on  November  19,  left  a  fortune  or  165,790/., 
including  net  personalty  131,221/. 

Barclay. — The  estate  of  the  l-.te  Mr.  John  Barclay,  B.Sc, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  a  director  of  Messrs.  Southall 
Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited).  Birmingham,  who  died  on 
July  19,  has  been  sworn  at  9,593/.  10*.  8d. 

Smith.-— The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Forster  Smith, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  who  died  on 
December  10,  has  been  proved  at  6,475/.  gross. 

Smith. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Cheltenham,  who  died  on 
October  31,  1903,  has  been  valued  at  18.6C9/.  10s.  lOd.  gross. 
The  bulk  of  his  estate  is  left  to  his  widow,  and  after  her 
death  it  is  to  be  divided  equally  between  his  two  sons. 
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H  ftbirtietb  Hnntversarp. 


IT  is  thirty  years  ago  sitce  Mr.  G.  S.  Valentine  Wills  started 
the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  and 
he  celebrated  the  event  (as  well  as  his  birthday)  on  Monday 
evening  of  this  week  by  inviting  his  pupils,  past  and  present, 
and  some  of  his  old  friends  to  a  varied  f  ntevtainment  in  the 
Holborn  Eestaurant.  The  "  Guide  to  Visitors  "  tells  what 
it  was : 

The  reception  at  6.30  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
Dinner  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Royal  Venetian  Chamber. 
Promenade  concert  in  the  Council  Chamber,  from  9  till  10.30. 
Cinderella  dance  in  the  Council  Chamber,  from  10.30  to  12. 

Mr.  and]Mrs  Wills,  with  their  son  and  daughter,  were  kept 
buf-y  until  the  Balfouiian  head  waiter  announced  that  dinner 


lecture.  (Great  applause.)  When  he  started  the  College 
there  were  only  two  others ;  now  there  are  over  thirty.  At 
the  present  time  every  bench  in  the  laboratory  is  occupied. 
During  the  psst  session  102  students  were  successful  in 
passing  from  the  College.  Prom  the  end  of  August  to  the 
end  of  December  106  students  entered  the  College,  and  of 
eighty-two  who  entered  examinations  fifty-six  passed.  Of 
the  twenty-seven  gettlemen  who  received  medals  that  night 
twenty-six  passed  the  Minor.  He  referred  to  certain 
advantages  offered  by  the  College,  including  part-time 
situations,  and,  speaking  of  old  students,  mentioned  one 
whose  two  sons  have  also  qualified  from  the  College, 
and  the  total  number  who  have  qualified  a  la  Wills  since 
1874  is  4,329  "Westminster  men  "  are  scattered  all  over 
the  globe.  He  gave  an  instance  or  two  in  Johannesburg, 
including  Mr.  Lewis,  chemist  to  Lord  Milner,  making  the 
present  students  laugh  by  telling  them  how  on  the  night 
that  gentleman  passed  the  Minor  he  met  him  in  the  evening 


[Photo,  by  Frndelle  d-  Young. 


was  ready  in  the  Venetian  Chamber.  Mr.  A.  C.  Pensam 
presided,  the  Vice-Chairmen  being  Messrs.  Percy  Carr.  J.  E. 
Walden,  H.  S.  Wills,  A.  E.  Bell,  W.  A.  Knight,  E.  G. 
Price,  and  J  Day.  As  ladies  were  present,  the  Venetian 
Chamber  looked  gayer  than  it  usually  does  when  there 
are  pharmaceutical  functions  in  it.  Fully  one  hurdred 
and  fifty  sat  down  to  dinner.  After  it,  and  the 
toast  of  "The  King,"  Mr.  Percy  Carr,  of  Sheffield,  as 
an  old  student,  gave  "  The  Westminster  College "  in  a 
crisp  little  speech  reminiscent  of  his  own  col'ege  days.  Mr. 
Wills  was  heartily  received  on  rising  to  respond.  He  had 
not  got  far  with  his  speech  when  he  held  up  a  magnificent 
crystallised  candle  of  borax  3  feet  long  by  6  inches  diameter, 
which  Mr.  Carr  bad  given  him  as  a  birthday-present.  Then 
hewent  on  to  tell  how  he  established  the  College  in  St.  George's 
Road.  On'Monday  next  he  is  to  deliver  his  twelve-thousandth 


with  several  of  his  fellow-students  walking  along  the 
Borough  with  a  large  bottle  of  champagne  under  his  arm. 
Fearing  lest  he  might  drop  it,  Mr.  Wills  took  charge  of  it 
and  drank  his  health  later  on.  Last  week  he  received  a 
letter  from  another  old  pupil,  Mr  Grant,  who  has  gone  into 
business  for  himself  at  Cambridge,  East  London,  South 
Africa,  and  those  who  read  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
will  have  noticed  a  very  interesting  article  on  the  career  of 
another  old  Westminster  man,  Mr.  B.  O.  Jones.  And  so  the 
pharmaceutical  world  wags,  attuned  in  part  from  the  old 
Borough  institution. 

Dr.  Matcham,  speaking  with  much  force,  next  gave  the 
toast  of  "  The  Staff,"  mentioning  Mr.  Walden,  Mr.  Knight, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bell.  A.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Mr.  E.  G.  Price,  Ph.C,  Ph.D., 
and  Mr.  H.  S.  Wills.  For  them  Mr.  Walden  replied  briefly^ 
as  he  has  always  been  [short.    Then  came  "  The  Students" 
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from  Mr.  Price,  who  said  they  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  and  some  parts  of  Yorkshire.  Mr.  D.  White,  as  an  old 
boy,  replied  for  them.  At  this  stage  Mr.  Murray,  on  behalf 
of  his  fellow-students,  presented  Mr.  Wills  with  a  silver 
cake-basket,  which  was  happily  acknowledged.  Then  Mr. 
H.  S.  Wills  gave  the  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  and,  Mr. 
Mayor  havicg  acknowledged,  the  Chairman  presented 
medals  to  the  successful  students  of  the  past  session. 

The  following  were  those  who  secured  the  awards,  and 
most  of  them  were  present : 

Silver  Medals  for  Chemisty. 

Messrs.  W.  M.  Lewis,  A.  E.  Gray,  H.  D.  Day,  J.  B.  Shapley, 
A.  G.  E.  Foster.jW.  J.  Davies. 

Bronze  Medals. 

~  Chemistry. - Mi.  F.  H.  Davies. 

Botany.— Messrs.  C.  Stonelake,  R.  H.  Jones,  R.  M.  Findlay, 
S.  Arnold,  W.  T.  Gardner. 

Materia  Medica.— Messrs.  J.  B.  Shapley,  T.  H.  Bushwell,  T.  J. 
Stokoe,  R.  S.  Becham,  R.  W.  Witchell. 

Pharmacy.— Messrs.  F.  Y.  Cope,  R.  M.  Findlay,  A  T.  Opie, 
F.  H.  Davies,  A.  G.  E.  Foster. 

Dispensing.—  Messrs.  H.  Fowler,  W.  H.  Kirkland,  S.  J.  Shil- 
cock.lE.  Rutter,  R..B.  H.  Abrey. 

>»  After  this^came  the  concert,  which  was  very  good  indeed 
and  most  enjoyable.  As  we  followed  the  invitation  in- 
junction, "  Carriages  at  10.30,"  we  presume  the  dance  was 
as  good  as  what  preceded'it. 


5tampeD*meMrine  Botes, 

Points  from  Submitted  Labels. 

ri  "  Emollient^and  Healing." — A  subscriber  (49/48)  uses 
a  winter-cream  label  upon  which  is  a  prominent  line 
"Emollient  and  healirg."  The  word  "healing"  makes  it 
liable  to  stamp-duty. 

"  Chest  and  Throat  Mixture,  a  Soothing  and  Demul- 
cent Preparation."— A  label  with  this  description  has 
been  marked  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  liable  to  duty. 
The  reason,  of  course,  is  that  both  the  words  "soothing" 
and  "demulcent"  are  a  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  medicine  acts  upon  the  organs,  ana  that  is  contrary  to 
the  Board's  dictum  of  November  23,  1903. 

"The  Part  Affected." — A  ^correspondent  sends  us  a 
label  for  a  numbered  liniment  which  contains  wording  as 
follows  : 

To  be  well  rubbed  in  the  part  affected. 

For  outward  application  only,  and  not  t  J  be  used  when  the  skin 
is  broken  unless  diluted  with  water. 

We  consider  this  to  come  within  the  body-name  ruling,  and 
therefore  to  be  not  liable  to  duty  because  it  is  not  held  out 
or^  recommended  for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any 
ailment.  "The  part  affected"  is  probably  on  the  border- 
line, but  the  authorities  are  not  likely  to  stretch  liability  to 
cover  it. 

"  Alterative  Pills." — It  has  been  doubtful  whether  the 
word  "alterative,"  when  med  with  the  name  of  the  form  of 
a  medicine — e.g.,  "  Children's  alterative  mixture "  and 
"  Alterative  "  pills — makes  the  medicine  liable  to  duty,  as 
"corrective"  does  in  similar  circumstances.  The  pnnt  has 
now  been  settled,  as  last  week  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons 
were  informed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  that 
"Alterative  pills  "  is  not  liable.  This  accords  with  the  late 
Mr.  Alpe's  dictum. 

"Compound  Damiana  Wafers.  Brain-tonic,  nerve- 
stimulant,  and  aphrodisiac.  Dose,  Sec." — This  his  been 
marked  "  Liable  "  by  the  B.I.R. 

"  Iodised  Saksaparilla  or  Blood-purifier.  Dose 
&c." — This  has  been  marked  "  Liable  "  by  tne  B  I  R. 

"Known,  admitted,  and  Approved"  Labels.— We 
quote  the  following  from  a  Somerset  House  letter  :  "  The 
Board  must  decline  to  advite  whether  the  preparations 
referred  to  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  exemption  in  favour 
of  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies."  We  have 
published  this  fact  oiten,  and  do  so  again  btcause  it  is 
persistently  ignored  by  many  in, the  tr«ue. 


Exemption  3  and  Scheduled  Articles. 

A  correspondent  suggests  that  we  should  include  formulas 
for  Godfreys  cordial  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  "so 
that  chemists  could  continue  to  sell  it  as  heretofore,  plus  the 
indication  '  Pharm.  Form.  No.  — .' "  We  have  done  so, 
but  the  state  of  the  law  has  compelled  us  to  preface  the 
formulas  under  "  Godfrey's  Cordial"  with  the  following  : 

Note. — This  title  is  included  in  the  1812  Schedule,  and  in  no 
circumstances  may  an  article  with  this  name  be  put  up  and  sold 
without  stamp-duty.    "  Cordial  (Godfrey)  "  was  once  permitted. 

The  reason  for  this  is,  peihaps.  not  generally  understood, 
and  we  may  explain  it.  The  duty  is  charged  upon  medi- 
cines mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  1812  Act ;  the  medi- 
cines are  divisible  into  two  classes — first,  those  specifically 
mentioned,  and,  second,  those  mentioned  in  general  terms 
(commonly  referred  to  as  the  "  general  charge  of  duty  "). 
To  the  charge  in  this  second  class  three  exemptions  are 
named,  which  include  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedies."  The  exemptions  cannot  possibly  extend  to  the 
first  class,  seeing  that  they  are  specifically  charged. 
Amongst  the  articles  in  this  class  are  the  following : 


Pomade  divine 
"Riga  balsam 
Tasteless  fever-drops 
'Tincture   for   the   teeth  and 

gums 
"Toothache-fluid 


*  Dutch  drops 
"Friars'  balsam 
Godfrey's  cordial 
"Jesuit's  drops 
Lancaster  black  drop 
"Odontalgic  elixir  for  toothache 
Pectoral  essence  of  coltsfoot 

Stamp-duty  has  not  for  years  been  enforced  on  the 
articles  marked  with  an  asterisk  when  proprietary  rights  are 
not  claimed  in  respect  to  them  and  they  are  sold  without 
recommendation  ;  but  the  Board  have  never  permitted  any 
preparation  to  be  sold  as  "Godfrey's  cordial,"  and  so 
labelled,  without  stamp-duty.  Notwithstanding,  the  law  is 
commonly  broken. 

Repayment  of  Penalties. 

Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  Dundee,  send  us  copies  of 
interesting  letters  which  have  passed  between  them  and  the 
Board  of  Inland  R  ;venue  regarding  the  repayment  of  a 
penalty  which  they  had  paid  in  respect  to  the  sale  unstamped 
of  a  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  (see  G.  $  D., 
December  12,  1903,  page  960).  The  medicine  was  labelled 
as  follows  : 

Codeine-and-Glycerin  Jelly, 
For  Coughs. 

Dose:  A  teaspoonful  to  be  slcvly  dissolved  in  the  mouth. 

Messrs.  Cummings  paid  Vis.  in  respect  to  this  before  the 
decision  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones.  On  December  7,  1903, 
they  wrote  to  the  Board  saying  thaki  as  tha  Board  were  not 
entitled  to  fine  them  for  selling  the  medicine  unstamped, 
the  composition  being  declare!  on  the  label,  they  would  be 
glad  to  receive  repayment  of  the  10-'.  To  this  they  received 
the  following  reply  : 

To  Cummings  Brolhers. 

No.  28282  S.  December  19,  1903. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Raveaue  to  acquaint  you  that 
they  are  unable  to  accede  to  your  application  for  repayment  of  the 
amount  of  fine  referrel  to. 

I  am  to  explain  that  the  decision  in  the  recent  case  of  Farmer 
v.  Glyn-Jones  cinnot  he  regarded  as  having  retrospective  effect. 
I  am,  &c, 

E.  G.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 

Messrs.  Cummings  wrote  on  December  21,  explaining  that 
their  claim  for  repayment  wa'  based  on  Exemption  3, 
which  was  there  when  the  B  >ard  threatened  them  with 
prosecution  and  fined  them  for  doing  that  which  they  were 
quite  entitled  to  do.  As  the  B  >ard  had  made  a  mistake, 
Messrs.  Cummings  thought  thev  should  get  their  due. 
To  this  Mr.  Stoodley  replied  on  January  1  that  the  Board 
werj  unable  to  d-part  from  their  previous  decision.  Then 
came  the  following  interesting  rejoinder  : 

To  the  Secretary,  Inland  Revenue.  January  6,  1904 

Dear  Sir,— In  replv  to  28282  S.  l/L/04,  perhaps  it  would 
interest  the  Biard  of  Inla  >d  Revenue  to  know  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Eimund^Robertson,  K.C.,  M.P.,  on  the  cont  ntion  of  the 


330 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  20,  1904 


Board  that  a  legal  decision  has  no  retrospective  effect.  Mr. 
Robertson  says  : 

"  The  question  of  retrospective  effect  arises,  or  may  arise,  in 
regard  to  a  statute ;  a  legal  decision  merely  declares  the  law  as  it 
is,  and  the  question  of  retrospective  effect  has  no  meaning  in 
relation  to  it. 

"  If  the  Board  claims  a  right  to  retain  money  not  due  to  it  by 
law,  but  obtained  under  threat  of  legal  process,  an  important 
public  question  arises,  to  which  I  would  be  willing  to  direct 
attention  in  Parliament." 

We  are,  &c, 

CUMMINGS  BBOTHEBS. 

By  February  2  no  reply  had  been  received  from  Somerset 
House,  whereupon  Messrs.  Cummicgs  again  wrote,  and  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Stoodley  a  reply,  dated  February  3,  saying 
that  "  the  matter  therein  referred  to  is  now  under  con- 
sideration." It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  the  Board 
hesitate  to  accede  to  Messrs.  Cummings'  request,  for  there 
must  be  hundreds  of  cases  of  a  similar  kind.  Some  are 
magisterial  decisions.  We  mention  a  few  in  which  regis- 
tered chemists  were  fined  by  magistrates  for  selling  un- 
stamped recommended  medicines  whose  composition  was 
declared  in  the  same  manner  as  the  "  codeine-and-glycerin 
jelly  " : 

"  Fluid  extract  of  podophyllin,  taraxacum,  and  ginger." 

"  Sarsaparilla,  camomile,  podophyllin,  rhubarb,  and  quinine 

pills." 

"  Quinine- and- iron  tonic." 

In  each  of  these  cases  fines  were  imposed  by  the  Magis- 
trates. There  are  many  similar  decisions  to  justify  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue's  procedure  up  to  the  Glyn-Jones 
decision,  so  it  will  be  interesting  to  learn  the  Board's  final 
word  on  Messrs.  Cummings'  claim.  On  the  broad  principle 
they  owed  the  Revenue  no  recompense,  yet  they  broke  the 
law  as  interpreted  at  the  time  they  parted  with  the  half- 
sovereign. 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRewa. 

[From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Business  is  very  dull  in  Mafeking,  but  the  rains  that  are 
f alliDg  give  promise  of  a  better  season  for  agriculture  than 
the  farmers  have  bad  for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years. 

Mr.  William  Seaward  Rice,  New  York,  is  registering 
a  pictorial  device  covering  chemical  preparations  for  human 
use  in  Class  3;  Anna  Faeschner,  Berlin,  the  word 
"Pertussin"  in  Class  3,  pharmaceutical  preparations;  Sir 
Reginald  Hanson,  Bart.,  London,  the  word  "  Peatmoor " 
covering  spirits  in  Class  43. 

Pharmacies  in  the  South  African  metropolis  made  a  good 
show  of  holiday-goods  during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year 
holidays,  and,  according  to  all  accounts,  the  business  done 
exceeded  their  expectations.  Be  this  as  it  may,  trade  in 
retail  circles  fell  flat  directly  the  new  year  had  commenced 
in  every  direction  with  the  exception  of  dispensing.  The 
unusual  climatic  conditions  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
peninsula  account  for  a  great  deal  of  sickness  and  a  fair 
supply  of  prescriptions. 

Messrs.  Lennon  (Limited),  in  their  Adderley  Street 
pharmacy,  do  not,  as  a  rule,  make  much  of  a  window-display, 
and  they  are  rather  cramped  for  space  in  this  connection. 
Fine  perfumes,  colognes,  toilet-waters,  &c,  were  conspicuous 
from  without,  and  on  entering  the  store  a  vast  assortment  of 
suitable  presents  were  available  for  those  who  wanted  to 
buy.  ^  One  is  struck  more  and  more  every  year  by  the  way 
chemists  make  a  bid  for  supplying  the  public  with  lines 
that  go  forth  afterwards  as  presents. 


Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.'s  shop-window  in  Adderley 
Street  lends  itself  to  dressing-purposes,  and  the  display  was 
decidedly  better  than  the  one  they  made  on  the  previous 
festive  occasion.  Piver's  and  Roger  &  Gallet's  toilet- products 
took  up  a  lot  of  space,  while  those  of  Messrs.  Atkinson  were 
well  to  the  fore.  Blooms  of  white  roses  and  violets  were 
intermingled  with  the  goods,  and  all  the  cut-glass  ware  about 
made  a  pretty  picture  when  lighted  at  night. 

Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  at  the  British  Dispensary  ^ 
had  their  Adderley  Street  window  filled  with  perfumery.  A 
figure  of  Father  Christmas  carrying  boxes  of  perfumes  and 
soaps  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention.  From  a  British 
manufacturer's  point  of  view  it  was  regrettable  to  note  that 
none  but  the  very  highest  grade  French  perfumes  were  on  show 
in  this  particular  window,  which  is  one  of  the  best  stands  in 
the  whole  city.  The  Longmarket  Street  window  was  filled 
with  perfumes  of  English  manufacture.  Inside,  presentation- 
cases,  also  mostly  from  France,  were  to  be  bought  from  10s. 
to  10Z. ,  and  the  silver-mounted  cut-glass  ware  and  toilet- 
requisites  were  on  every  hand. 

At  the  Magistrate's  Court,  Mafeking,  on  January  25,  four 
white  boys,  aged  from  eight  to  thirteen  years,  were  charged 
with  the  theft  of  a  "  Huis  apotheek  "  (Dutch  medicine-chest), 
value  16s.  6d.,  from  the  store  of  Messrs.  W.  N.  Cooper  &  Co., 
chemists.  The  evidence  elicited  the  fact  that  the  boys 
intended  to  steal  "  a  thing  to  take  photos  with."  On  finding 
their  mistake  they  proceeded  to  smash  the  tin  box  and  the- 
bottles  of  medicines,  but  one  boy,  whose  grandmother  was 
sick,  took  some  of  the  medicines  home  to  her,  thus  leading 
to  the  arrest.  The  offenders  were  each  sentenced  to  twelve 
cuts  with  the  cane,  with  the  promise  of  six  years  in  a 
reformatory  if  brought  up  again. 

Transvaal. 

A  New  Pharmacy  is  shortly  to  be  opened  at  Luipaards- 
vlei,  near  Krugersdorp,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Adcock,  of  Krugers- 
dorp. 

The  Ordinance  sanctioning  the  importation  of  unskilled 
non-European  labour  has  been  read  a  second  time  in  the 
Legislative  Council  without  a  division. 

Mr.  B.  Owen  Jones,  of  B.  Owen  Jones  &  Co,  chemists, 
Boksburg,  and  President  of  the  Mercantile  Association,  has 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Boksburg  Municipal  Council. 

Messrs.  0.  Rohessen  &  Co.  have  removed  their  business 
from  the  corner  of  Pritchard  and  Joubert  Streets  to  the 
corner  of  Juta  and  Melle  Streets,  Braamfontein,  as  their  old 
premises  are  about  to  be  pulled  down. 

The  news  of  the  awful  calamity  at  Bloemfontein  on 
January  17  created  a  profound  sensation  in  Johannesburg, 
and,  to  their  credit,  the  people  of  Johannesburg  were  quick  to 
open  their  somewhat  depleted  purses  in  aid  of  the  un- 
fortunate sufferers. 

Natal. 

A  Young  Man  named  Musgrave,  who  went  to  Natal  from 
Somerset,  has  poisoned  himself  at  the  Addington  Hospital. 
A  letter  was  found  on  the  deceased  bidding  farewell  to  his 
friends.  Musgrave  appears  to  have  had  access  to  the 
medicine-cabinets  in  the  wards,  and  thus  obtained  the 
poison  without  raising  suspicion. 


More  "Motor  Pharmacy." — The  lottery  held  at  the 
close  of  the  Motor  Show  in  Paris  formed  another  excuse  for 
enterprising  firms  to  distribute  free  samples.  The  "  lots 
included  a  perfumery-casket  by  Lentheric,  a  dozen  smaller 
ditto  by  Piver,  two  of  cameras,  six  boxes  of  shaviEg- 
soap,  and  twelve  of  Blin's  lozenges,  a  number  of  the  well- 
known  "  Benedictine "  dental  preparations,  some  bottles  of 
mineral  water,  fifteen  packets  of  Poulenc's  chemicals,  and 
100  boxes  of  Lajaunie's  cachous.  Each  visitor  to  the  show 
received  a  lottery-ticket  as  he  passed  the  turnstile  (some 
three  hundred  thousand  were  thus  distributed).  It  isr 
highly  probable  that  the  shaving-soap  was  gained  by  a  lady 
unblessed  with  masculine  friends,  the  perfumery  by  a  horny- 
handed  son  of  toil,  and  so  on — such  is  usually  the  result 
of  these  lotteries— but  the  full  list  of  donors  and  objects 
appeared  in  the  official  catalogue  of  the  show,  and  the 
prizes  were  all  placed  conspicuously  on  view,  so  that  the 
advertisement  was  in  any  case  assured. 


